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SiSle SdUet egpeeted to give in tkit ndume,- a thori' 
iiogn^hieai Sketch ef the Author ^ by Idndiey Murrey; 
hU a veriety qf eontideratiom hone operated to induce the 
printing qfitina dittinct pamphlet ;■ yet m tuchfu form 
Of to hind up ufith uti of the Authoi't workt, Ufhieh may 
then be had oompkte m 4 voU, 

The Supplement to the Ufe (f George Foaeitm printed 
^tobe bound up, either with thit or thefint volume qf «^ 
^ J^raphkal Noticet,** at the option qf the purehater. 
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MPEof GEORGE FOX, ^c. 



Although the Bi^grapbicHl Notice whi<^ 
lias been taken of George^Fox, contains an occa- 
sional statement' of the* principles and practices 
.which he propagated, it'seems a proper, in the coq« 
(Clu^on^ to draw ibWuv k»lo one patnt of view, and 
exhibit thfeor in such' a -manner, that the reader 
may be capable of forming a judgment of their 
rectitude, and of the beneficial effects resultiiq^ 
fromthem.^' 

The fundamental principle which he was most 
concerned to inculcate, was the universality of the 
Light, Grace, or Spirit of Christ, and its suffi- 
dency to teach riien all things necessary to salva- 
tibn. Yet, while he bore testimony to this Divine 
principle, as the anointing, which the Apostle John 
told the primitive Christians, taught them of all 
things, he was far from denying the use of other 
means, which God has condescended to afford for 
the instruction of mankind ; whether through tli'e 
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Holy Scriptures, the Preaching of the Gospel^ or 
any other outward instruction^ consistent with the 
Christian dispensatuii. ' 

The principal uscj^lipwevery of all these mean* 
he con^dered to be, to bring the minds of those 
who partook of them, to an ac^uaintaisice witk the 
inward teacher, tl^e Light of Christ manifested in 
the heart; by an attention to which, the benefits of 
the sufferings of our blessed Redeemer come to- 
be experienced, according to the testimony of one 
Apostle on behalf of himself and' his fellow la- 
bourers in the Gospel ; 1 John: i. 5. 6. 7 : *' Thia 
then is the message which we have heard of him^ 
and declare unto you ; that Ood n Light, and in 
Him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have 
' fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness^ vre 
lie antf do not the truth ; but if we walk in the 
light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son pleanseth. us^Trbm all Sio.'' 

George Fox. and our early friends might,, and 
often did, adopt these words of the Apostle, as 
the peculiar message given to them.. For, bow- 
ever they may have been charged to the contrary, 
they fully believed in the benefits to be derived 
ffom our Saviour's suffiecings and death ; both as 

^,.a propitiation for the sins of mankind, and as the 

' Mediator between God and man« 



In occasionally giving a brief statement of the 
tabstfinecf of his sermons, Christ is often mentioned 
by George Fox, in both these capacities. To 4ie 
soundness of his Christian, principles, hb friend 
George Whitehead bean ample testimony, in his 
Frefece to the Tolume of Epistles noticed in the 
A ppendix. G. Whitehead's words are : ** This our 
deceased friend, and servant of Jesus Christ, truly 
testified of Him in all respects, both as come in 
the flesh and in the spirit ; both as Christ was and 
is our only Mediator and itdvocate ; and as He 
was and is, " God over all, blessed for ever." And 
Ills knowledge and ministry of our Lord Jesus 
Cbribtj being after the Spirit, in lifj^ and pQwer, did 
no ways imply any lessening of the dignity or glory 
of Christ, nor any defect of faith or love to Christ, 
as he came aiad suffered in the flesh for mankind j 
for he h^^hly esteemed Christ's sufferings, death, 
resuiTectioii and glory ; and powerfully testified of 
the virtue, power, blessed and spiritual design^ 
fruit, and effects thereof, as revealed and witnessed 
by his Holy Spirit.'^ 

• 

It was from this Divine princifde, or Holy 
Spirit, which may be considered as the leading fea-^ 
tare of his doctrine, that he considered all true 
qualificatiod for Gospel ministry was to be derived^ 
and all ministers qualified rightly to comply wiilt 
the Apostolic injunction : '^ If any msm speak^ 
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let bim speak as the oracles of God ; if amr man 
minister, let him do it as of ^e ability wfaieh God 
givetfa." This spirit he considered so suffident 
for the purpose of Gospel minitetry^ a»to preohide 
the necessity for human learning, or any other ac- 
quirements, except the gifts and graces which the 
Holy Spirit confers. This spirit he also . consi- 
dered sufficient to qnalify for the perlt»rmanc« of 
divine worship ; which may be perforated either 
in silent adoration, or by public religious service^ 
if any are rightly called or moved to it.. 

It must be admilted'that these prihciplesj- if tBeyr 
were generally acted upon, would, in.^ir*resnlf, 
tend tQ the 8ub\*ersion of those modes of worship 
dud ministry, which depend- on Hmnau ordination 
and appointment^ for whicb establishments arc 
often formed; atidi the expense of Aemis imposed 
not only on those who unite in there, but also on 
such as conscientiously dissent, either ffom the 
principles- or practices taught in these established 
churches. It may therefore be reasonably supr 
posed, that this part of George Fox's doctrines, 
subjected him and^his^friends to much persecution ; 
but their long and patient suffering undcF it,,, pro^ 
duced at length the mitigation of divers l»w» in ' 
their favour ; and perhaps it w ill not be too much 
to say, that this Society has been^ more than any 
Other; a means of prbcuring tlie.exteasion of reli> 
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f^iom liberty^ and of opening the eyes oiF many 
persons^ to the benefits resulting from religioim 
toleration. The belief that man^isaccountable to his 
Maker only for his religious opiuions and practices^ 
provided these ^ not in/ringe on any moral or 
civil obligBtiony early impressed the mind of this 
enlightened man.; and it is a cause of consolation 
fo beKeve, that it is a principle^ which isnowmak*^ 
kig a rapid progress in the. Christiaa world. ' 

As a free exerciise of Gospef ministry on disin* 
terested principles, by those who were ** called of 
God/' was earnestly promoted by George Pox^ sa 
all systemsi not coinciding with these views^ were 
the subjects of his animadversion. '' Freely ye 
have received, fl-eely give/' might be considered as 
his motto. From this principle He was led to op« 
pose the views of many of bis contemporaries, 
who made .» trade of preaching, and who, not un-^ 
frequently raariifested by their conduct, that they 
regarded the fleece more than the flock. All esta« 
blished maihtenante for ministers was disapproved 
by him, and Re was particuFarly opposed to that 
arising from tithes,, which he considered not only' 
objectionable on the genesal principle he had 
adopted^ of a free ministry, but also on account of 
its reverting to the old legal system, from which^ 
the Gospel of Christ had emancipated its true 
professors. Tbfe panciples which have been* 
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maifitaified by the friends of Geoi^e Fox, ba^y if- 
M presumed, thrown much light on this subject ; 
and perhaps will eventually be a means, witb 
other co^operdting causes, of removing this poUtir 
cat, as well as religioust evil of tithes, from the' 
professors of Christianity, at least in thiscoantry.''^ 

Being well taught ia the school of Christ, Geo^ 
Fox appears to have particularly imbibed the 
spirit of that evangelical song, with which our 
blessed Redeemer was introduced into the world : 
** Glory to God. in the highest, on earth peace^ 
goodwill towards men." As in his successfiit 
Gospel labours, he uniformly ascribed the praise 
to his Divine master, so in his conduct towards 
others he remarkably exemplified the latter part of 
this sacred Anthem : '^ On earth peace, goodwill 

* As'tfae AotiMT^s healtii did not p^hnft tiini to revise ihi 
9d volmne, intfladins thi»'' Snpplemeat," tbe Editor conceives 
it will comport witb the general iutractiom received froiS' 
Us valued relative, lo supply the following paragraph. 

V The objection of George Fox to many of the nligioot 
forms and ceremonies in general nse, was a prominent 
yait of bis system. His opinion appears to have been, that 
DK>8i of these forms were nnsanctioned by i^cripture; send 
tliar, by drawing men from the work of rehgion in the heart,' 
tbey were calculated rather to oppose, than to promotfv trno^ 
piety. The nse of Water Baptism, in particular, he thooghC 
tended to divert mankind from that ** one baptism*' which nov 
taveth ; *' not the patting atway of the filth of the flesh, bat tb0 
answer of a good coascieoce to.wards fiadJ*^ 
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fowards men/* formed indeed a ttriking.featvre is 
the doctrines propagated by this excellent naik 
He carried thia sentiment so far, as to disapprove 
of all ''-wars and fightings/' conceiving them to 
proceed from the unmortified passions of men ; 
and tp have no political necessityi if these pas- 
sions were subjected to the bfluence of the Cross 
.of Christ, and regulated by the doctrines and pre» 
,cepts whicl^ he and his Apostles taught to their 
followers. The excellency of the testimony which 
George Fox and his friends have borne against 
war, is much more generally acknowledged than 
acted upon. But, on this subject, I believe, light 
is spreading ; and that it will ultimately so far pre* 
vail, that '' Nation shall not lift up sword against 
^Nation, neither shall they learn war any more," ia 
among the many consoling hopes, which the spirit 
of prophecy holds out to the believing christtai. 

Swearing, not only profane, but legal,, was con- 
sidered by George Fox as so expressly forbidden 
by our Saviour, that he and his friends, consonant 
,with the words of the Apostle James, entirely de- 
clined the use of oaths. The sufferings which be 
underwent oo thia account are already related. 
His friends also lafgely partook of the same cup, 
and all from professors of the christian namey for 
obedience to a positive c<mimand of their common 
mastes. But in this respect the laws ace now fa^ 
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mrndife to'tbtf Soeiefy of tmnOs, aniftScy «a^ 
im»Mto*beK*v6 that many of tlitit follow chris^ 
-tmnvof €tli«r fiod«ti«i tituenl the freqetehcy i«?i 
Ivatt^ 6f Icgtl •#«ftriog. 

Wiiiie Qtorgt Fox^t caplficiMs niifid4ii4>aceii^ 
the great andniip6iientpi4iftdpl«tf«{Me4^>4iot]ce(f, 
4ie Was alsor attemhre to soitie ibiAor e^Is which 
existed) in the christian worlds and vrhich he cott- - 
rfdered inemmtent with the (Sliridttan 6haHicter. 
Of these the eoinplimentary and flattering liiles- 
given to men, the addi^ssing mcfividuals in the 
l^lural nuniher, and bowing, or putting off the hat^ 
Struck him as inconsistent with the simplicity of « 
the Gospel, and witfi ihe doctrines M^faich our 
Saviour taught, when personally on earth. These 
practices he therefore laid qside; and the disuse 
of them by his Mends, the plainness of their 
dress, and their not regulating it by the fashion of 
the day, continue to be marks of Uie members oC 
this Society. 

Althdfigh the princii^Ies of George Fox, both a* 
to civil find religious rights, wcrevei^ liberal, yet 
they were far from being such as Kd tb anarchy 
and confusion ; dnd therefdrie in the Society which 
he had been the principal tfieafis 6f forming, h& 
early saw the necessity of establishing a christian 
discipline, by which its members were eni|)iidyed 
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'^ walphivg;. ovfr and. 94i9KNU«bi|^ .each otlMr^ 
when occMioQ re^irei); mid ihcHPe wIhmb cobdnct 
became reproachful, aad co^d nol tm ndaimndf 
vfere disowned, or disunited, and the Society 
cleared of ihe dbcredit which inig^t otherwise at- 
tach tQ it. Howerer infallible was the priooiple 
of t)ivipe light and Graoe which be preached, .ha . 
^ell knew that thos^ nAk^ prpfessed a belief in i^ 
w.ere fallible men. He tbecefore- wisely covsidered^ 
for the. purpose already ment^oa^, as weU as'> 
;for Tarious^ofher^relatiQg tq jUt^, aatemal .oacogomy . 
'Of the society, that. Bieetiog3 for discipline were . 
^essentially n/^efssaij. These, .h^ was instnimeotal 
in establishuig upootf plm that haaaow existed 
about 150 years; and experience has shown the 
madopi in which thc^ were made. 

Afaqngf^e pecuUarities of George Fox's views, 
Mras the part juvbicb he assigned to. the female sex, 
80 far as related to thepnselv^/ . in , die .discipline 
"Mrhich he had^eatablished, ,and in assevting^ their 
call, by the great (lead of. the Church, . to a part 
in the.mjpi^tfy. . Ostie obyioiis effect resulting from 
th^ ^gulations wi(s„ to raise the sex in useful*' 
n^s ai^ iinportaioice, and. consequently to elevate' 
their character, both in i^Iigious and civil society. 
This, it has been often obser^^ed, is one of the 
many benj^ficial effects ot Christianity; but no 
Society of Christians has carried this so far as 
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Hmt of Friends ; and there is, perhaps, no society ' 
in whidi the sex is moreTirtuouSy or more respec- 
table; or more happj« 

Besides the various matters already mentioned^ 
this enlightened Reformer, (for so 1 liope I may 
now be permitted to style him,) testified against 
those pobHc amusements and diversions which 
are much in use among professing Christians; 
but as there are many oAer religious people, 
who, in a great measure, concur with him in these 
re^pecUj it may not be necessary to rank these among 
his' peculiarities. His sentiments, however, and 
the practice of the society in reference to these * 
things, may fairly be considered as exalting their 
moral character ; and when all the principles abd 
practices propagated by this true Follower of 
Christ, ane fiiUy taken into view, I believe it wili 
be faund that &w, if any, have approached nearer 
to the standard <of those Christian precepts in^ 
cnlcaHed by our blessed Redeemer, in his most 
excellent ' Sermon on the Mount, and that no 
principles are better calculated to promote the 
happiness of man in this world, or more adapted 
to prepare him for a state of happiness in that * 
whi^ is tQ come* ' 

lEND of ihe SUPPLEMENT, 
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PREFACE TO VOLUME Ih 



The pioiM aad beaevolent Autbor of th« foUDwiag 

iRTork, bad nearljf completed the Tolone^ before be became 

^ much indisposed asto b« unable to g^ve it bis fiaisbihg. 

hand. Bat tbe useful and excellent nature of the work 

depaandsits publication. It may be considered as tbe 

last legacy of tbe Autbor, to tbe members of tbat Sodetj^. 

tvhom he dearly foved, and for whose best interests be felt 

himself deeply concerned. It is tberefore a debt of justice, 

both to bis memory,, and to die persons for wbom- it was^ 

oaaposedy to present- it to. them, nearly in the slat«.in 

which he left it. 

• . 

Tbe worb in its present condition, eicaept tbe notice 
respecting William Ames, the materials for which hfid not 
been seasonably procured, receited tbe a(^rohaii«n of the 
Idoming Meeting of Fiiends in London, before the Author's 
decease. But as^it was bi» intention. to gMrean aoeooat, 
in its proper place,, of this intrepid and steady advocate for 
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Ike CMWC of trmb aad rightcoutocMy tbe ominioa h^ 
Wa loppliad hj MMlhtP p«non- The notice wiH be; 
feand efe p. M9; end it it hofiiidylbat tkit-iepply will prove 
more Mtii^Mtory (o the seeder, than if it had bcen^wholl/^ 
eBucted. 

Whether anj Friend may, in fbtttre,' proceed' in tbe^ 
•ooompliebment of theie ** Biognphical Notices/' is at 
present nneertain. Ir ts^ how^r^a desirable object, that 
eo entertaining and ttsefoT a work, ar memoriab of the 
lives and* characters of manjr distingoisbed meathers of onr 
eoeietj, should be completed according to -the phi»of tbtf" 
Author, for the comfort, example^ and encoamgenient of 
many amongst as,t especiallj^ of the nsiog generation.. 
And it is hoped that some jndicioas person, qualified for 
so interesting a work, may feel his^ mind engaged to carry 
forward and complete, the views* of oar dear departed* 
friends 

It is presmned that the [iresene volnrae, from tbe 
variety of characters which' it contains, and from most of 
them being but little, if at all, known to many Friends,. 
wiU excite a peculiar iaterest and attention in its readers; 
and produce in their minds that satisfaction, which arises 
from the peroeptioii< of new and relrived (evidences^ in snp- 
pott of those principles which hav6 long commanded their 
tespeet and attachment. 
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€HAPT£E X* 



ZIFE OF JAMES PJRNEL. 



AS the chronological order of my work, is re* 
gulated by the decease of the party, the first 
subject presented to my notice, is James Par- 
19 £1.9 a young nian M^ho died in prison, when 
<>n1y 19 years of age ; and >vho may be consi- 
dered as the protomartyr of our Society, in sup« 
port of its^ religious principles. 

He was botn at Retford, in die year 1 636 or 7», 
and received a liberal education, probably at the 
Grammar School there. Of his parents I do 
not find any account, except that the father was 
a tradesman^ which is incidentally noticed in one 
(of the son's publications. 

Whilst James was at school, and for a short 
time after he left it, be appears to have been of 
a wild disposition. His account of himself at 
this period is : '' I may well say with Paul^ * 0{ 

dinners I was chief;' for according to my yearsj^ 
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.1 was as perfect in sin and iniquity, as any.in fhe 
town wliere I lived ; yea and exceeded many in 
the same." But his mind appears to have been 
very early visited viiAk the manifestations of the 
Holy Spirit and Dght of Christ ; by yielding te 
which, he became sensible of the exceeding sin- 
fulness of -sin, and of the vanity of many of the 
customs of the world. This produced a mani- 
£est change in his conduct and behaviour, in 
consequenoe of .which, they who had. loved him 
ip his vain conversation, hated him .so much the 
^ore in his conversion. Many of .his own rela- 
tions were also much dissatisfied, and he became 
an object of . ridicule in the streets, so. that he was 
.accounted as one not worthy to live ; and some 
were so violent as to say, that he who killed him 
would do God service* 

These sufferings he was, however, enabled to 
hear with great firmness, and dependance on that 
Divine Power which had visited his young ani3 
'tender mind. This he gratefully acknowledges in 
these words': ''-He that called me unto°himself, 
that I might no longer follow the vain courses 
of the world, nor set my delight on.thipgs be- 
low, biit that I might serve Him in newness of 
life, He by his power kept me, anfd gave me 
strength to bear his cross, and despise the shame; 
so that neither fo^l words; por/air wprds, could 
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cause me to deny ^hat God^ by his grace, had 
nvTOUgbt m my heart/' 

In this state of mind be became dissatisfied 
"with the forms of worship then most prevalent, 
and was desirous of finding a |>eopIe wilh whom 
Jie co|ild cordially unite. This desire it seems 
was granted htm, for- a few miles from the, place 
in which he lived, he met with some serious 
|»eople, ** whom," he says, ^ the Lord was gather* 
ing from the dark world, to sit down together 
^d wait upon his name.". To these he joined 
himself, and they became objects of rep/oach in. 
^e country where they lived—** counting it/* as 
be observes, '' greater riches to sufier affliction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the plea* 
^ures of sin for a season/' 

He was now only fifteen years of age.— After 
writing these words, my pen was arrested in its, 
progress, while' I contemplated this extraordinary 
instance of the operation of divine grace in so 
early a period of life. But all things are possi- 
ble to him with whom we have to do^ and truly 
He m^y still be thus addressed : '' Out of the 
mouths of babes and sucklings hast thou or- 
dained strength." 

About this time, which was the year l653, he 
found bis ounddrawn to visit some Friends in. 
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,4tlie North of JSnglandi ^^ MfUh^homs* he wy% 
''I bad union in Spirit before I saw tbeir facee/'! 

^ wa«in tbisjoumeytbat he visited George Fox 
{q Caliiste jail. Qe^tge^ account of him is : '' J. 
Parnel^ a litild lad» about stKteefi years of age, 

.lAameio aee aoe^ and ^vas conviiieed. The Lond 

. i^uidcly jmaile hkn a powerful Minister of At 
Word of l4fe> aiid many «lrere tamed to Christ 
by biM.** By ithis it aj^pe^^ ihat the peojfit 16 

^hom be had joined himself lieat Retford, i^reft 
not of die pirtipple cfilled Qnakers, but probafaljp 
Seekers^ mirtiy of whom liecatiie«^4imted td 

,|Priends. 

Id th^ year 1655, he \v^^ eoiscerned to visit a 
ierious i>^p1e ^ont fi^eeu m3es south from 
Retford, and when there, his wmd wasth^tvn td 
.proceed to Cambridge, where he published two 
, papers, one against corrupt ministers, and the 
4>tber against corrupt magistrates, for which he 
'Was committed to prison. He was confined 
here during two sessions, and afterwards sent out 
of the town with a pass as a rogue and vagabond ; 
|)Ut a justice of the peace who was sensible of 
Us innocence, followed him and took the pass 
back to Cambridge. Not loqg after James re- 
turned there, and engaged, in a dis|»ite with the 
Baptists of ihat f^laee; Whi<:h appears to have 
been productive of little b^idSt. Jn departing 



from dns poUk dkpvte^ lie recemd very rale 
ireatHMQt iiroiB die seholars of die Univeraitj^ 
hwKi wbon h» eecuped witlt muck difficulty. 

He cofitinued mOMiibriitgeshire about half m 
jE^ar, and tbea went kno Essex. In bofh coun* 
ties Iw met with much oppoMtion, but many 
were convinced by Us ministiy. Among the 
i«6t was Stephen Crisp of Colchester, who was 
afterwards a veiy usefiil member and able minis- 
ter in the Society. In this town James spent 
' about ten days at this time, preaching in one day 
frst at bis own lodgings, next, after the service 
1% one of the public places of worship^and af- 
terwards in a large meeting appointed for him* 
After all diishe disputed publicly with two priests 
in the French School. Many thousands of peo* 
pie were 4iis day partakers of his gospel labours, 
** in all which/' according to Stephen Crisp^ 
'< the wisdom, power, and patience of Christ ap- 
peared very gloHousIy ; to the convincing,'* adds 
Stephea, ** myself and many more, who were 
witnesses of that day^s work." Stephen Crisp'^ 
account of his services in Cplchesjtejr is so df- 
acriptive and impressive, that I cannot well for- 
bear continuing hb narrative : '' He spent that 
week in preaching, praying, exhorting, and ad- 
monishing, turning the minds of all sorts of pro- 
fessors to Che light of Jesus, which did seard|i 

B 3 
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fheir hearts and show their thougfafts, that theji 
inight believe therein, and so might become 
children of the light. Many did believe, and 
found it so. Others Were hardened and re* 
belled against the appearance of truth, and be- 
came enemies, with \vhom be disputed dailjr 
in great soundness, and in the evidence and de-. 
monstration of the Spirit; by which also many 
were reached and convinced of the truth, andi. 
the mouths of gainsayers stopped. This made< 
many gnash their teeth on him, and sopne under- 
took to club out the priest's and professor's ar- 
guments, by beating this dear Iamb with fists- 
and staves, who took all patiently, particularly 
one who struck him with a great staff as he came 
out of one of the steeple houses and said: 
* There, take that for Jesus Christ's sake ;' to 
which he returned this answer : * Friend, 1 do re- 
ceive it for Jesus Christ's sake.' Many other 
intolerable affronts were offered him, in all' 
which his spirit was not seen to be raised in heat 
or anger, but was a pattern of patience and 
meekness*" 

From Colchester he went to Coggeshall, where 
he had been before- . A fast was appointed by 
the Independents, who were now the ruling party 
in Church and State. The object of it was to pray 
against the spreading of errors by which it ap- 
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^pecirs they meant the dbctrmes of the' Quakerg. 
<But they were not content with' praying'; tf se/- 
mon rniMt^also be preached, in which that ped^ 

jie were bitterly inveigled ugainst, and much 
tnisrepreBented. This roused the zeal of James 
Farnel^ who wa» present; and when the priest 
had finisbedi he commenced a reply to the re^ 
flections which hedbeeo cast upon his friends^ 
with observing: " This- is the order of the true 
ohurch, that all may^ speak one by one; and 
if any thing be revealed to him tlmt stands' by; 
let Uie first hold his peace/' *Ab he proceeded 
in his discourse he was interrupted, and some 
dispiite ensued, after which he left the place; 
but he was followed by a justice of the peace, 
who arrested him in the name of the Protector, 
4ind committed him to Colchester castle. Here 
he was closely confined, and the jailers forbid- 
;den to permit bis friends to visit him. 

In the course of a few weeks he was removed 
to Chelmsford, to take his trial at the assizes^ 
there. He and five criminals were chained to- 
gether, and in this degrading manner was this 
innocent youth led through the country above 
twenty miles. When he arrived at Chelmsford, 
the prisoners were not immediately separated, 
)Mit continued chained together night and day 

for some time* 
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When the assizes came on, be was broi^ht mt^ 
^ourt handcuffed ; but the people expressing 
their dissatisfaction with this act of cruelty* hm 
was remanded to prison, and at his second «p» 
pearance his manacles were taken off* Whett 
he was on his trial, the indictneut was read, the 
jsubstance of whkh was, that in a riotous manner 
he entered the parish church of €rreat Coggei^ 
hall ; that he stood up there, and told the minia^ 
ter he blasphemed and spoke falsely; and that 
he could not give a good account where he vr^$ 
last settled, or of his life and conreraation, ap- 
pearing to be an idle person. To this he pleaded 
not guilty* A priest and two justices appeared 
in evidence against him, who it seems were not 
very correct io their evidence, and wh^ James 
endeavoured to Bpe^k to die jury in his own de^ 
fence, the judge would not permit him, and m 
other respects acted very improperly, sufierii^ 
his accusers to stand on the bench, whispering 
to him^ and incensing his mind against the pri- 
iBonen 



. The judge also endeavouiied to influence Ae 
jury in a very partial manner. However, wJbenlbe 
jury gave in their verdict, they foundhim gfttlty'of 
only publishing a paper which be had written in 
answer to his mittimus, and aigned with his name; 
but of that part of the indictment^ vdiich eniy wat 
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« 

fminihable by law, die notous dntniDce into ike par 
jri A chureh (so called) of Coggeshall, tbey acquitted 
liim. He waa indeed bo far from enteriog the 
{dace riotously, that he went quite alone, faavbg 
declined accepting the company of a friend who 
ofiered to go with hifn, and sending some children 
into the place before him, whom he found aa** 
aembled about the door. In tbe di9pute which 
arose, on James Pamel's defending the principles 
of hisTriends, he mentioned '' the church in God." 
This expression the priest said was nonsense. 
James proved it to be scripture language, and 
charged the priest with blasphemy in calling it 
nonsense. This part of the indictment was there-* 
fore acknowledged, as w,el) as the paper already 
mentioned, and he defended himself by saying, 
that' he did not think il indecent to call an unjust 
judged unrighteous ; a |>ersecut.or, a persecutor} ot 
^ deceiver^ » deceiver. 

The verdict of the jury was not satisfactory to 
the judge, who wished to have better authority for 
that severity which }ie was disposed to exercise 09 
the present occasion, he tfaerefoire endeavoured to 
(draw something more from the foreman, in which 
he succeeded; but the rest of the jury did not a«^ 
aent to it. The judge, however, with that violent 
ttid itt'bitrary apirit which partiGBlarly characteriiEed 

^ timts, yroceadttl to ^ve jtidgpttatf i^puoit «h6 
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])ri8onery by amercing him in two fines, amountiii^ 
together to about forty pounds : one was imposed 
for his contempt of the magistracy, and the other 
for that of the ministry ; for the judge said that 
the Lord Protector had charged him to punish 
such persons as should contemn either magistracy 

4 

or ministry. 

James Pamel not paying the fines imposed, 
which he would have considered a confession of 
, guilty he was taken back to Colchester jail. This 
was in an old castle, supposed to have been built 
by the Romans. The jailer received orders from 
the judge not to permit any giddy-headed peoptej. 
(meaning his Friends,) to visit the prisoner. This 
charge was executed with as much severity as the 
judge could desire; for both the jailer and his wife 
appear to have been of a cruel disposition* 
The latter set her man to beat her innocent pri« 
soner, and sometimes even exercised this cruelty 
herself, swearing that she would have his blood* 
llis victuals were frequently taken from him, and 
he was not permitted to have a bed, which his 
friends would have sent him, to sleep on ; the con«* 
sequence of which was, that he was obliged to lie 
On the stones, in a cold damp place, on the ground 
fioor. 

After sometime of confinement here, he was put 
into a hole m the wall of the castle^ not so laigt 
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«f aoBie bakers oyeiis* His ascent to this was by 
« ladder which was about six feet short of the hole 
be had to enter, and a rope was fixed to remedy 
^is inconvenience. By this ladder and rope he 
bad to ascend and descend on all occasions, nor 
would his cruel keepers permit him to have a cord 
and basket, with which to draw up his victuals, 
though his friends would have provided them 
for him. 

Winter was now approaching, which increased 
the hardship of his situation. The hole in which 
-he was confined was damp, and not capable of 
being warmed by fire ; the consequence was that 
bis limba became deprived af their natural agility, 
so that it was with difficulty he could climb into 
Us hole witb sucb inconvenient means of access* 
One day after be had ascended the ladder, and 
was catching at the rope, he inissed his aim and 
fell down to the ground on the stones* When firs) 
found he was supposed to be dead; but this di4 
not prove to-be the case. He was> however, much 
bruised and wounded with his falL After this he 
was put into a hole under the other^ there being 
>two" stories of these vaulted holes in the walls of 
;the castle. This bole was called the oven, and 
smaller than that in which he was first confined. 
Here he recovered in some degree from the effects 
«C his £iU^ rad beiiig demrous of taking the air ia 



iixe eutJe yard^ faig crudl kaepeis MresM flol p«i^ 
init him. IIc^wm duerefore obK^ed to eosifine 
liimself to this small apartment, to whkh ihere 
wras no access for light or air, but by the door« 
}a this situation his health necessarily sufiered, ao 
that bis life was despaired of, if iie eoaUnued m 
liis present confinement. Two of bis friend*, 
William Talcot and Edward Grant, therefore of- 
fered to be bound in the sum -of forty pounds 
provided he might be permitted to come to one of 
their houses till his recovery ; and another Iriend^ 
Thomas Sbortland, offered to lie in prison for 
bim. His persecutors Were, however;^ unrelent- 
ing ; and ao wicked was the jailer^ that once^ wheik 
the door of his. hole was open, and be bad takeft 
die <^portuni^ of going out and walking in c 
narrow yard between two high walls, the jarteT 
locked the door of his hole, and obBged biffi 10 
l-emain in the open air all night, in the coldei^ 
^art of winter. 

Thes^ sufferings were tod great for natore t# 
fupport ; and after ten or eleven months confine 
«Rient at Colchester, his youthful constitution sunk 
Hinder them. In bis fast ilhieffi, bis mind waa 
3>redeyved calm and resigned. To two fiienA 
yvho were with bim at the time of his ^dece^se, h$ 
Jaidt *' Here X die innocently/' And 4E^a]it4! 

^ Tbia degtb 1 matt 4ie: I have ieM|;tMl limgi^ 
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J9o nal iiold me, fciit let me goJ* Dis last woi^ 
'were^ ^' Nomt I go." After 'which he fell asleep^ 
And in abeot an hour ^quietly expired. 

Thus terminated the life of this pions and zea* 
lous young ' man. Great indeed was his zeal 

Ugainst the hypooritical and persecuting spirit of 
.€he high professcurs of those days* That his ardour 
jnight sometimes lead him to use expressions 
-rather violent and irritating^ I am induced to be** 
iieve fiKrni the perusal 0)f 'Some of his ni-ritings ; * 
J^ such seems to have been, at that time^ the 
^general mode of opposing iwhftt was considered 
error ; and his youik will be an apology for some 
lexcess «f ceaL Nodiing which he said or did^ 
could however ju^tiiyy either legally or equitably, 
^lae violent treatment which he received from his 
enemies and ^persecutors. His sufferings, it ap^ 

• Hiat T may oot be tlioaghf to ipake ibis obstirvatfoo 
light iy| I give the follQwiog .eitract : — ** Here- follow* tb6 
itopy t>f a Note whif*b ivas written against the 16oVs TempUif 
jiilikth %nffi jadgetf a confempt of the ministry. * Tbt« fa th« 
JUtol*« TewpU Avbere the WvTihip of th^ B«aiSt ii iipMi. 
Down with it -, Po wo with tt ;' of the Ministtf he taya : *' Thit 
is a deceiver^ who stands op here every first dvy of the week 
to deceive the people : he is prood aod covetops, and speaketli 
••Divioatioii of his pwii'braifl/''&c. It might seem by the 
tot quotation, that bis deaigA t^sto taatigafe>tbe (ireopfe tas 
dexiioUsb the bailding ; but noparl of bis 4ioodaef evineed siu^ 

« dispo&ith>D ; oof do I tM tbfti btftoMuikt fikt tba tomme^ 
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pears from various accounts, he bore widi great 
me^kaess and patieace; and these, together with 
his gospel labours, were greatly blessed, to the 
convincement and conversion of many who wer^ 
witnesses of them* 

He was of small stature, and his appearance 
altogether seems to have been diminutive, whick 
frequently excited the contempt of his opponent^ 
who designated him by the name of, ^* the Quaking 
Boy/' But however bis enemies might say, that 
'^ his bodily presence is weak, and his speech con- 
temptible," yet it appears from various accounts 
of him^ that he was a powerful and effectual 
Minister of the Gospel ; and at the same time a 
good example to those among whom he laboured ; 
his conduct being adorned with gravity and humif* 
lity, whilst he was .blameless in conversation and 
unspotted from the world. 

His writings were collected after his death, and 
published in the year 1675, in a quarto volumew 
To this collection,, are prefixed Testimonies con- 
cerning him from several Friends who were con* 
vinced by him ; with an extract from one of which* 
I shall conclude tfab account. '* He was a true 
Minister and Messenger sent of God, who brought 
tidings of the way of life and salvation to me and 

f BwbbmX Gatefi of FewumtoOi ar UttifperU 
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manj more in these parts of the tiation. And thii 
I can say also; as the Lord was pleased to call 
him into his blessed work, so he furnished him 
M-ith virtues suitable for the same, according to 
the work of the day in which he brought him 
forth, and did mightily appear for him and with 
him, in giving him courage, and wisdom, and 
power, whereby he was prepared and fitted for 
every service and exercise, that the Lord called 
him unto ; which service he faithfully performed, 
of a ready mind and with a willing heart/' This 
testimony the Friend concludes with these words : 
^' Surely, the mighty power and wisdom of the 
X<6rd was with him of a truth !'' 

Having given a specimen of the zeal which he 
manifested against those things and persons whiph 
he considered contrary to the truth, I shall 
scarcely do justice to his character, without giving 
another specimen of his writing, by quoting an 
Epistle which he entitled, << A few Words to all 
Biy dear Friends in and about .the County of 
. Essex/' See page 291 of his Works. 

" And all you my.dear friends, you scattered 
mnd despised ones in and about the county of 
Essex, whom the Lord by his powerful word is 
now gathering out of darkness into his marvellous 
light; out of the kingdom of thb world^ into th« 



tungdom of iii« dear Sob ; wkom h« ig fleparstiag^ 
Qoto bimselfy to walk before hkn in bolinessy that 
you might know him and be migkt know yott iif 
ike ligjbt of his countenance, whose faces he bath 
toned towards Sion, to seek after a land oi 
reat unto your weary souls, which have been 
tossed to and fro, from tnountain to hill, in thia 
doudy and dark day, seeking rest but finding none| 
but DOW is the day of beauty broken forth nigh 
you, even in you, yea and glad tidings is come 
unto your weaned souls, by which a pure tove is 
begotten in you to ibe everlaating truth, which 
hatii .boen freely declared ^unoogst you by the 
messengers of the Moat High, udu> liave reached 
the witness for God in vour consciences, which- 
idoth aesd Ibe BMue upon yo^tr liearts ; which your 
" leacher is, and imto it you hearken and are ofoedi* 
ent; in which light alt st^d still and behold the 
work which the Lord halh b^un amongst you^ 
and you nhaH have no cause of discouragenustit. 
Jboiigh the sea doth rise and tlie raging wavea da 
»weli, as hi they nAiould awaliow. alt up/ yet it j^ 
limited by the unlimited^ and it ahaili butibftm out 
its own shame* 

'' A«d as I had a time to preach the truth amonf 
^u, to the coiivincement of many, Jo also now I 
lnvve ^ time to eeat the same with vpatieii:t siufferinf 
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liiisno other bui9hii fee are tmukaUeiiiiimUUtig 
^0 seal with patient sufering ;yea with wtr blood if 
woe be called to it, as many of va have done, in thia 
juation, though it be called a land ^ liberty; but 
it is for iniguiti/r but truth and equity ace strangera 
in it, and therefore are persecuted. But you dial 
are found Tv>rthy to receive these straog^ri» happf 
are you; and tho«%h the ra^ng Sadomiies compaas 
you about, for to cause you to east out Aese 
atrangcf i^ that they mny vi^ork their wills upoa 
them, yet be faithful and fi^ar them ao^ but cast 
out your darlings before them, and stand in tho 
^th <^ the God of truth a»d efitity, and you 
idiall see the SodomUes struck Mrttfa liliodness that 
they shall not be able to prevail against you; but 
H'ben they are M^eaiy with striving, they shall be 
made to sit down in sorrow, aud so Aajl it be ful^ 
£lled which of dd was prophesied ; dtat no weapou^ 
formed agaimt the faithful diaU prosper; but woe 
jonto them that lifi vp their hed agaimt them. 

** ThereHore I charge you all in die name of the 
God of Truth. Be faithful, valiani, and bold for 
the truth received; and as you have received it, so 
malk in it that you may pr^ess no more in word 
but what in life you seal, that the life may be 
preached forth in youf lives, and shine forth in 
^our €0nvers0tioH$, lo tike glory of the Father of 
X%to, ontf the mnfounding of the kaadien^ wbm 
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profess Godiii^ words^ but in life deny him;- anS 
he wUling that self s/mll suffer for the truths and 
not the truth for self, (for the truth was ever sealed 
with persecution, since Cain's generation had & 
being upon the earthy) and so own the cross atid de^ 
spise the shame-, and give up yourselves to sv0erfiir 
file truth received, all you that would follow the 
Lamb to the land of rest, and through many triabi 
you will wax strong and bold, and cot^dent in your 
God; for God is not known what a God he is^ 
until the time of trial* 

" And all keep y&ur meetings in the name and fear 
of the Lord God, waiting for his power in the obe^ 
Hence to his light, which in your consciences doth 
reprove you when you da amiss, that in it you maff 
wait and watch over the foes that are of your owtt 
house, that you may know the warfare begun im 
your hearts against your spiritual enemies ; and s» 
the God of power- manifest himself amongst youp 
by his mighty power bringing down all that in you 
which opposes him, and zvould not that be should 
reign over it and exalt his own seed in your hearts,, 
and establish you in righteousness, tlmt his image 
you may bear; andhe shalLbe your God^ and yoa 
shall be his people. 

** And so, in the uncfaangeaUe truth, I restiir 
QQity with all the faithful^ in the glorious libert| 
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of the sons of God^ though in outward bondl for 
your sakei. 

^' Known to all that can read me in spirit. ' 

" JAMES PARNEL.** 



A FEW LINES 

Written after visiting the dungeon at Carlisle^ in 
which James Pamel was convinced by George 
Fox ; and on subsequently reading the account 

of his confinement and death in the prison at 
Colchester. 



V*^en Heav'a attracts me from my poor estate^ 

Where cbain'd to earth my daii affecttona wait; 

Where love and zeal, at best, but feebly draw. 

My tardy steps to daty's holy law. 

Thee ! righteous Paroel ! I with tears behold, 

Jo age a stripling, bat in service old : 

I stand reprov'd by thee, thoa youth divine, 

A backward child with da^s that double thine ^ 
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On tfaiy l«ir niiMl^ A« bpi»iU«f»pov«r0f MtH^ 
Rose strong and arden^ in tby tender yoitli^. 
And led tbee forward^, fearless, witboat (aile^ 
To wake the sinful of this darkeoM isle : 
Uany there were, in those laborioos days. 
Who heard thy word| uid fave thy Master praise; 
But wratbfal, fierce, the arm of power arose,. 
And struck the senrkQt labouriBg in h^^ eansf^ 



CttAlPTSK n. 



IsIFE OF JOHN CJMM. 



^HtS Friend was one of those wlio attended 

/tliat remarkable Meeting held at Firbank Chapelj^ 

in Westmorland, by George Fox, when great 

numbers YKre convinced of our principles, and 

Aiany of them afterwards •%ecanie eminent minis- 

-'^ers and labourers in the gospel «f Christ. 

John Camm wHs bom at CamsgiU, in die 
Barony of £eadid. His lamifyy it appears, bad 
given nhme to the plftce, which had been in their 
poflsessionr-ifar several generatioM.^ He i>eeeived 
M good edacatioii> md was from his diildhood re«* 
ligiously inclined. As he advanced in years, he 
.joined Imnself ill ^cbciety to such as were most 

* The word ** gill" tonetimes signifies a beck or Tivalet 
^nd to this instaiice it teeoM to baveiMoa so apptted, io xotk* 
seqaeace of a soiall stream raaniog tkrough the estate* 
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Strict in the observance of religious duties, and 
most exemplary in their conduct. He and several 
others had separated themselves from the national 
way of worship, and met together for religious 
improvement, and the performance of divine wor- 
ship. They had not, however, found what their 
souls were satisfied with, but were prepared to 
receive further manifestations of the way of life 
and salvation. George Fox was the means of 
opening this to them; and 4he subject of the pre- 
sent Memoir appears to have received the testi- 
mony which was borpe by that able minister, with 
greater readiness than some others, who did not 
accept it till after close examination and much 
debate. 

' Being a man of considerable property and good 
abilities, he was rising in the world, which, accord- 
ing to the account given by his son, '' seemed to 
smile upon him, and the riches and glory of it 
bad exceedingly increased, and were then iikely to 
increase more." Yet all these things becan^ 
light in his estimation, when placed in competition 
with obtaining an inheritance incorruptible, and 
that fadeth not away ; and tie readily resigned all 
for Christ's sake, being willing to fallow him 
through much contempt and many tribulations. 

r 

After undergoing much secret exercise of mind, 
lie became prepared for the public service of the 
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nmistry, in < which capteity be travelled in Urn 
Northern Counties of Eqgland, as far as the bor^ 
ders of Scotland. A£ter bir retocn from tfait 
journey, he was engaged to Vmt ^ some of th« 
Sovtbem pacto.of the Jiation, in which he was 
«€Gon^paoied ,by Francis Howgill ; and it appears 
that these two Friends weiethe first who preached 
und published the doctrines of our Society m 
liondon; but lAe. principal olgect of this journey 
.^as/' to declare the message of the Loid to Oliver 
%Cromwell^ then called .Protector.'* 

They not only paid him a personal visit, 1iul 
John Camm also wrote to him. The Epistle be* 
gins thus : '' On the last day of the first month 
called March^*> about two ok:lock in the mornings 
I was moved of the Lord to write diese ensuing 
lines, and . to lay before thee the cause of our 
coming, hither to .London. Friend, we. came not 
to thee to petition any thing from thee in the out- 
ward, but in the tender bowels .of love .to exhort 
thee to mind thy own condition, liow thou stand- 
cst in relation to the Lord God of heaven and 
earth, who is powerful, and pure, and holy; who 

< 

^ill not acquit the wicked, but will wound the 
bairy scalp of him who goes on in iniquity; before 

* The year is not mentioned, but I lapposs it to-be 16&^ 
that he left home in-1653. 



nAose prMenoe adl stUiid oAed and bare; who 
koowa and fees all the tecrets of tli; heart ; Ay 
•utgoings and kieonHaga; to whom thoa muat give^ 
accottat of all dmigt done to the liodyy iwbeUier 
they be good or ex^i. Tbevefore, m love to Ay 
aouJy were we aaoved lo came toeidieit tbee to ataad 
SI ifae fear of die Lord aad M hie eotmsel^ and t^ 
mud the light in thy €<m6Gieiice, which it pmre 
and of God to gittde diee ia the great aiakv of 
the aatifins." 

Part of the object of diia Epistle appears to 
have beea to caation the Protector agaiaet eoun- 
teaancing ai^ €f)pre88aoB or aaffeiing for religioQ* 
la thdn- persoaal visit they had iatiinated to him how 
he might be made infftrumeatal in establishing the 
gospel, which it seems ^e Protector supposed 
Ifaey meant to be done by law. This mistake is 
therefore rectified, ia a manner which deserves 
transcribiDg, for the justness of the sentiment 
which it contains : ^ Thou apprehended^ us that 
this should be established by an outward law. 
Hiat was not our desire, we spoke no sudi 
thing; but we witness the coming of Christ m his 
kingdom is not by might, nor power, nor pomp, 
nor glory from without, nor by any law which is in 
the will of man; but our desires were that there 
should be no law upon religion, for it needs no 
law to defend it/' This Epistle concludes thus: 
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^^ Take heed ; for he that is in high pteceB Is object 
to many •tetDptatioDS." ■..;.. 

S^CMi after J<An Camni's'retorn from this jour- 
ney, hie Qigain travelled Southward, accotilpslnied, 
at setting out^ by feur of his neighbours, viz. J ohn 
Audland, Francis Howgili, Edward Bt^rrough, 
and Richard Hubberthorn. lie and Edward 
Burrdogsh wetit 'through the Midland 'Counties to 
LiondoBy where the others, w-ho had tak(^ti a Af- 
ferent 'Csawse, n»et them. Several other bboiffers 
in the same cause,: ^e're at ^hife time in tbeMetro^ 
polls; and great ^uct;es« attended iben* umteden-^ 
deaveuiv; After: «onie time^, John <Dai|ini and 
Jdhji Aildland found their tninds drawn' toWards 
JBvntel, where *'*a great door^ arid effectiiar* was 
-opehfid >iinto. ihero, ' and many Hundred^ were, 
4hf ough. their 'iiiif>trWm«ntality, turned to "God and 
Clifist, and to the inward manifestations of the 
Holy Spirit in tlieir hearts. 

I ! . ■ * 

t 

Ansofig the fruits* of their ministry, were Josiah 
•CoJe^ Cieorge Bishop, Charles Marshall, and 
Barbara. BlatigdoH. 'But whilst many of the peo^ 
jjle reoaved them gladly, the priests were much 
ij^sturbed with the success of their mipistry, and 
incited^first a mob, and afterwards the magistrates, 
.against them. The former was indeed very tu- 
multuous, endangering the lives of these two 
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friends;, and tbe ktter issued a warrant for dieir 
apprehension ; but they had left the city, and there- 
fore it had no effect. It appears most probable that 
they returned home soon after leaving Bristol, as 
I find them at Hereford on the 25th of the 7tli 
month, 1634, and Joseph Besse states their being 
at Bristol in that month. 

I do not .meet with any account of John Camm 
from this; time until the year 16^. except that 
from jtbe date of a letter to Friends in Bristol, it 
appears be ^as at home, at Preston Patrick, in 
Westmoirland,. the £iCHh of the £d month, 1655. 
In the year 1656, he and John Addland again 
visited Bristol ; and after their return from this jour- 
ney, it is likely that great and increasing infirmities 
confined John Camm to his home and its neigh- 
bourhood. He was of a weak constitution and 
consumptive habit, and the exercise which he had 
undergone, in the large meetings at Bristol and 
other places, many of which were in the open air, 
had no doubt increased -his weakness. He had, 
indeed, always travelled with great infirmities, fre- 
quently taking his son Thomas in company, to 
wait upon him; but his bodily disorders now 
rapidly increased, under which his mind was, 
however, preserved in much patience and re* 
signation. 
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During the time of his illness be frequently 
called his family together, giving them much reli- 
gious advice, and often praying for them. His 
mind was not only resigned to his situation, but 
he bad also learned the apostolic lesson: ** In 
every thing give thanks," as appears from the UA^ 
lowing expressions which he uttered : " How 
great a benefit do I enjoy beyond many, having 
such a large time of preparation for death ; being 
dying daily, that I may live for ever with my God, . 
ifl that kingdom that is unspeakably full of glory. 
My outward man daily wastes and moulders 
down, and draws towards its place and centre; 
but my inward man revives and mounts upward 
towards its place and habitation in the heavens." 

On the day of his decease, he called his wife 
and family together, and^ after giving them much 
advice, he fainted, and to appearance passed 
quietly away in a sweet sleep. This occasioned 
such a sorrow and weeping, that the noise awoke 
him ; and, desiring to be raised in his bed, he ad- 
dressed his family to this import : ^^ }Ay dear 
hearts, you have wronged me and disturbed me, 
for I was at sweet rest. You should not so pas- 
sionately sorrow for my departure. This house of 
earth and clay must go to its place; but this soul 
and spirit is to be gathered up to the Lord, to 
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live with bim far ever^ gnd where we shall meet 
with everlasting Joy." 

After these expressions, be again took leasre e( 
thenij and quietly expired in.tbe I Uh moiith|,46d6| 
in the 52d y^ar of his age« 
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!FAM now brought^ in the course of my worl^ 
to notice several Friends who • suffered death for 
their religious opinions, in New En|[land, bj the 
iEpiscopalians ; and iaorder to give the reader aa 
idea of thtf circumstances under which they suf- 
fered, it may be proper to prefix some informa- 
tioii> extracted from Joseph Besse's Account of 
Friends' Sufferings. " In that province/' he ob* 
serves, ** were sitting at the helm of government^ 
a set of men, making high pretensions to religion^ 
and such as had loudly cried against the tyranny 
afid oppression of the bishops in Old England, 
from whom they had fled ; professing themselves, 
' pious^ and peaceable Protestants, driven by se-> 
verity to leave their native country, and seek a 
refiige .for their lives and libertiesi .with freedom 
for the worship, of God, in a wilderness, in the 

c 3 



30 LIFE OF WILLIAM ROBINSON. 

ends of the earth.' Yet when inve«ted with power, 
we find them exercising a cruel dominion over the 
faith and consciences of others ; in which they ap- 
pear to us not so inconsistent with themselves as 
some have thought: because, when^ under oppres* 
sion, they pleaded for liberty of conscience, they 
understood it not as the natural and common right 
of dtl mankind, but as a peculiar privilege of the 
orthodox. They had long before any of the 
Quakers came thither, viz. in the year 1646, made 
a law or order for uniformity in religion, by im- 
posing a penalty of five shillings per week, on ^ 
^such as came not to hear the established ministers. 
Thus they early began to intrench themselves 
against any further discoveries of truth and religion, 
by a penal law; and as to the Quakers, they had 
received an unreasonable prejudice against thiera, 
as appears by their rigid treatment of the first of 
tfeem who came into that country." Vol. 2, p. 177. 

' The preceding passage shows the persecuting 
disposition of these emigrants, who themselves 
Hed from persecution. Finding that the people 
called Quakers were likely to visit them either in 
their commercial or religious concerns, they ibade 
severe laws against them, punishing those> vriid 
came among them, with cutting ofF first one ear, 
then in case of repetition, the other, and for a 
third offence boring the tongue with a hot iron. 






M-FB OF WILLIAM ROBINSON. SI 

And when they found these piiniahnients insuflt* 
cient, with seyeral cruel additions, they at length 
made a law for inflicting the pmiishment of death 
on all those who had been banished from thein« 
This punishment was actually executed o» three 
men and one woraan, who came in gospel love to 
visit them, and to warn them of the evil of their 
ways ;. pacticularly in indulging a spirit of perse- 
cution, contrary to the precepts of Christ Jesus^ 
our common Lord and Saviour* 

William Robinson, the first of these sufTerersi 
was a merchant in the city of London, of whom I 
find very tittle account f but it appears that he left 
his own home to pay a religious visit to the new 
settlers in America, about the year 1659. 

In the course of his journey, .he came to Rbodb 
Island ;. and when travelling there, he found his 
mind drawn to go to Boatoa in New England, 
where, as is already noticed, a law had been made 
to banish all Quakers, not inhabitantsy from the 
jurisdiction of that place, and. making non-com- 
pliance, or returning after complyiti^, punishable 
with death. Marmaduke Stevenson had accom- 
panied William Robinson to Boston, and Mary 
, Dyer was already there, also one Nicholas Davis. 
These foor were summoned before the Court of 
. Asnstants, from whom Jthey received sentence of 
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J^pisbmeot. This however was not thought to f»e 
sufficient punishment for WiUiam Robiosoo, niho 
Jbeiog considered a teadier, and a principal, was 
also sentenced to be whipped. The sentence 
was executed upon him, by putting his hands 
through, the holes of a great guu, to which the 
jailer held him fast, while the executioner in- 
flicted upon him twenty stripes with a threefold 
jcorded whip. • 

Robinson and Stevenson left the town of Bos- 
ton ; but not finding their minds clear of that 
religious service which induced them to come 
there, they remained within its jurisdiction, and 
visited their Friends in and about Salem. It was 
not longy however, before they were again taken 
lip and imprisoned ; as was also Mary Dyer, M'ho, 
though she had left the Sts^e, fomid her mind 
4tawn to seturn there, to testify against their um- 
^ighteous laws. After some time of confinement^ 
Ihey were' brought into courts where John Endicot, 
the governor, presided ; imd who, without any pre* 
.faitpry proceedings, immediately passed sentence 
of death upon them, in these words : '^ We have 
made many laws, and endeavoured by several ways to 
keep yov from us; and neither whifipings^ nor in^« 
prisoniug, nor cutting off ears, nor banishing upon 
pain of' deatli, would keep you from amongst us. 
I desire not your dealhf. Give ear ^nd hearken 
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t^ yo|i» sentence.'' Her^ Wiltiam Bobinsoo hi- 
Urrupted hinv ai^ 4esired Ubfer.ty to read a papef, 
showing the reason why he had not departed from 
that jurisdiction. This reasonable request, how- 
ever, was refused, and the sentence was proceeded 
with in these words : *' You shall be had back to 
the place from whence you came, and from thencq 
to the place of execution, to be hanged on the 
fallows till you are' dead/' 

The senteiHse was dien passed on the other 
^wo Frietids, who seeing it was in vain to attempt 
to speak, did not offer to make any defence, though 
Bndicot pretended' t6 give liberty to Stevensob, 
"w^ho, after sentence was passed, warned them of 
th^ judgments which would come upon them, if they 
put their wicked sentence in execution, and thus 
made themselves guilty of shedding innocent blood. 

These transactions took plape on the f26th of 
Octol)er, 1659, and the execution of those vir- 
tubus and pious sunerers, was nxed for the 27th 
of the same. On the fifternoon, the prisoners 
were taken to the place of execution, guarded by 
about two hutidred armed men. In the process 
aion, drummers were placed immediately before 
the condemned persons, and when any of ihem at- 
't^mpl^ |o.speak> die dcum9 3iTere beaten to pre* 
. tfeot their k^ejtfig hfeard. Thifsidid thqse' high pre* 
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feasors of relJgioii> and pretended lovers oflihcrtf,. 
manifest their want of the most essentisd t|iiidities 
of boA, in their conduct on this occaaon. 

During the procession, William Robinson said 
" This is your hour, and the power of darkness : 
but the drums beating immediatelj, he did not 
proceed. When they came to the gallows, Joha 
W^ilson, a priest, of Boston, attended them. It 
might be supposed that on Ais occasion, if he 
could not afford them any religioos conscdation, 
. he would at least have administered some exhov- 
tation, tending to prepare them for the awlbl cir- 
cumstance about to Uke place; but instead af 
this, he insulted them with this low language^: 
'' Shall such jacks as yon come in before audiori^ 
with, your hats on ?^ This occasioned William 
Eobinson to say to the people: " Mind you, 
mind you ; it is for not putting off the hat we are 
put to death." When he was on the ladder, he 
thus addressed the people : '' We suffer, not as 
evil doers, but as those who have testified and 
manifested the triith. This is the day of your vi»- 
tation, and therefore I desire you to mind the 
Light of Christ, which is in you, to which I have 
borne testimony, and am now going to seal my 
testimony with my blood.** 

The unfeding priest here interrupted him, witfi' 
laying : ^ Bold thy tongue, be sUoit; diou art 
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going to die with a lie in thy mouth." After this, 
the rope was put about William Robinson's neck» 
when he said, '' Now ye are made manifest ;*' and 
being about to be turned off, he thus e?c pressed 
himself: " I suffer for Christ, in ^vhonn I live, and 
for whom I die/' After this, Marniaduke Steven- 
son was executed, and Mary Dyer was reprieved. 

But the malice of these wicked religionists, was . 
not fully satisfied' with taking away the lives of 
these innocent sufferers; the dead bodies must also 
partake of their ill-founded revenge. When they 
had hung the usual time, they were cut down 
without any one holding them, and William 
Robinson'a skull was fractured by the fall. Tfie 
bodies were afterwards stripped naked; and then 
rolled into. a hole, in which thefy were left un- 
oovered; and when some of their friends would 
have provided coiBns, and' given them a decent 
burial, they were not permitted, nor even suffered 
to inclose the place with pales> for want of which 
die wild beasts might have dfevoured^ the dead, 
bad not thepiibeenquicklyiilled^with water. To 
complete tKb infamous -business, the priest already 
mentioned^ gave vent to bis unchristian disposition 
still further, by composing, a^ Song on these 
martyrs for the support of a good conscience, aiid 
ifaeir faithful testimony against this hypocritical 
• sod Uood^irsty people* 
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Four day* before his martyrdoniy WiUiBm Ho- 
bin^on wrote a short epistle which he directad 
« To the Lord's People."— It manifests so fmllj 
the heavenly state of his mind, his love to his 
friends, and his complete resignation to the suf- 
ferings permitted to befal him, that I cannot close 
this accomit better than by giving it to the reader. 
It is as follows :— 



" The streams of my Father's love run daily 
through me, bom ihe^ Holy . Fimntainjaf Life, to 
the seed throughout the whole creation. I am 
overcome witb love, for it is my life anci length of 
my days ; it is my glory and nly daily strength. I am 
swallowed vp with love; in love I live, and with 
it I am overc6p[ie; and in it I dwell with the Holy 
Seed, to which the blessing of love is given from 
God, who is love } who hath shed it dl»road in my 
hearty which daily fills me with living joy from the 
life from whence it comes. 

** Ye children of the living God ! f^I me when 

yp\x are waiting in it ; when your hearts and miods 

. are gathered into it ; when^ in the strength of it 

you are travailing; feel me whep it runs from the 

fountain into your vessel; wjien it i^^es gently 

. like new wine into your bosoms ; whenthe strength 

. and power of it you feel: whei]i you are overj^pme 

v^ith strength of love, whicb is G/od, OM^Pifol 
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tne present in the fountain of love, nrheretn are 
many mansions. You cbildnen of the Lord! feel 
me wrapt up with you iu the pure love, which 
destroys the, love which is in enmity with God, 
^'hich warreth against the seed that proceeded! 
from the Father of Love> the God of Truth. 
Let nothing separate, you from this love, which is 
my life; neither words nor thoughts^ nor any thing 
else, enter betwixt, which is contrary to it, for it 
will stain the place of its abode. So dear children, 
who, ate b^Otten by love into the covenant of life 
and love, keep daily in it. This is the portion 
that God hath given to his children to continue in 
his love, which is the life of the seed, which is 
raised by the power of the endless love of God ia 
the creature. 

^' I am full of the quickening power of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and my lamp is filled with pure oil, 
so that it gives a clear lighl and pleasant smell ; 
and I shall enter with my beloved into etemaL 
rest and peace, wherein I am swallowed up; with 
the life of it I am filled ; and in it I shall depart 
with everlasting joy in my heart, and praises in 
my mouth, singing hallelujah unto the Lord, who 
hath redeemed me by his living power from amongst 
kindreds, tongues, and nations. And now the day 
of my' departure draweth near, J have fought a 
goodfghti I have kept the holyfoUh; I have near 
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Risked mf conrle ; my travailing is near at an end ; 
mj testinioDy is near to be finished, and an eter- 
nal crown is laid up for me, and all whose feet 

are shod with righteousness and the preparation 
of peace, even such whose names are written in 
the book of life, wherein I live and rejoice with, 
all the faithful seed for evermore. 

^< Written by a servant of Jesus Christ. 

« WILLIAM ROBINSON.' 
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LIFE OF MJRMADUKE STEFENSON. 



This fellow-sufferer with William Robiuaoii, 
lived at Shipton, near Mark^t-Weighton, in York- 
shire. The earliest account I find of him, is 
contained in a paper which he published at Boston 
after sentence of death had been pronounced upoo^ 
hinie It begins thus : ** In th^ b^ianiog of the 
year 1655, I was at plough in the east part of 
Yorkshire, in Old England, near the place where 
my outward being was ; and as. I walked after the 
plough, I was filled with the love and presence of 
the living God, which did ravish my heart when I 
felt it, for it did increase and abound in roe like a 
living stream : [yea] so did the life and love of 
God run through me, like precious ointment giving 
a.pleasaut smell; which made me to stand still. 
And as I stood a little still, with my heart and 
mind stayed upon the Ix)rd, the word of the Lord 
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came to me in a still small voice, which I did hear 
perfectly, saying to me, in the secret of my heart 
and conscience: ^^ I have ordained thee a prophet 
unto the nations ;" and at the bearing of the word of 
th^ Lord I was put to a stand, seeing that I was but 
a child, for such a weighty matter. So at the time 
appointed, Barbadoes was set before me, unto 
which I was required of die Lord to go^ and leave 
niy dear and loving wife and tender children ; for 
the Lord said unto q^ ^immediately by his Spirit, 
that he would be as an husband to my wife, and 
as a father to my children, and they should not 
want in my absence, for he .would provide for 
them when I was gone." 

Notwithstandmg these prospects, he remained 
under the exercise about three yearS; iiot sailing 
for Barbadoes till the fourth month, 1658. While 
he was on this island, he was informed of die law 
made in New England, for putting Friends to 
death wfaio returned after banishment. On hear- 
ing of this law, his mind felt a secret attraction 
that way ; and after he had finished his services in 
Barbadoes, he sailed for Rhode Island, where he 
visited his Friends in the love of the gospel. 
Here, as he relates it, '* the word of the Lord 
came to me, saying, Go to Boston with thy brother 
William Robihson." With this intimation of duty 
he complied ; the result of which being already 
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related in tii^ Bccount of William Rdbitison, it 
would be auperduous to repeat it. After fais comr 
panion had.suflfered, Marmaduke Stevenson step- 
,ped up the ladder, and expressed himself thus to 
tlie surrounding multitude: ** Be it known unto 
ally, this dayi that we sufier, not as evil doers, but 
for conscience sake/' And when he was about tb 
be turned off, he said : *^ This day shall I be at 
rest with the Iiovd." 

During his confinenieiit, he not only wrote the 
paper, fronr. which an extract is already made, but 
also a 1^^ Address to the Inhabitants of Shipton, 
WeightOBt and elsewtiere, which is entitled, ** A 
Call from Death to Life, and oot of the dark Ways 
and Worsl^s of the World, where the Seed is 
held in Bondage under the Merchants of Babylon/' 
jHe, as well a& bis fellownsufferer, wrote a letter 
directed ^' To tile Lord's People;" which showing 
the state of bis mind when the prospect of death, 
by the hand of an executioner was before him, it 
may be proper to insert a part of it here, viz. 

• " • • 

", Oh ! my dear and .well beloved ones, who are 
sealed with me in the holy covenant of our Father's 
love, my love and life runs out to you all who are 
chosen of God and faithful; for you are dear mito 
mcy the Lord knows it, and are as seals upon my 
breast. You tambs of my Father's fold, and 
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sheep of hift pasture, the remembrance of you it 
precious to me, my dearly beloved onesi ivho are' 
of the holy seedy and bear the right image, whick 
springs from the- true vine and offspring of David, 
and stock of Abraham, the father of the faithfol, 
and the redeemed one% who* are reconeiled to 
God and one to another, in that which sea and 
land cannot separate ; where you may feel me 
knit and joined to you, in the spirit of truth, and 
liuked to you as members of his body ; who is our 
bead and rock of sure defence, for us to iSy unto; 
where we are kepi safe in the hour of temptation; 
and ia the day of trial shall we be preserved in the 
hollow of his hand;, where his banner of love will 
be over us, to compass* us about ; where we shall 
have recourse to the living springs, which rome 
from the pure fountain and well-spring of life, 
which issues forth abundantly to refresh- the hun- 
gry add strengthen the feeble minded ; where yon 
,may feel me, my beloved ones, in the green pas* 
tureS) among the lilies of the pleasant springs, 
where our souls are bathed and refreshed together, 
with the overcomings of God's love, and the virtue 
of lus presence, which is as precious ointment 
poured forth f giving a pleasant smelL 

** So my dear Friends! let us. always wait at the 
altar of the Lord, to see the table spread ;. that so 
we may sit down and ^at together, and l^e re- 
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freshed witfa^ tke ludien manfut, and IWing food of 

life, that comes from Him who is our life, our 

peace, our streiigth, and - our Preserver night and 

^day. O ! my beloved ones ! let us all go on in his 

strength^ who is our Prince and Saviour, that his 

image we may bear, who is meek and lowly in 

heart, and mind the true and sure foundation of 

many generations, the chief Corner Stone, elect and 

precious; the Rock ofjiges on which the Saints were 

built ; and if we all abide thereon, we shall never 

be^moved, but stand for ever as trees of righteous* 

ness, rooted and grounded in Him, who will be 

with us in all our trials and temptations which 

we may meet withall ; and here will the Lord our 

God be honoured by us all that are faithful unto 

death : we shall assuredly have a crown of life 

which will never be taken from us. 

^' Ob ! my beloved ones, what shall I say unto you, 
who drink with me at the living fountain, where 
we are nourished Snd brought up as twins, at the 
breasts of consolation ; where I do embrace you in 

• 

the bond of peace which never will be broken. 
O ! feel me and read me in your hearts ; for I am 
filled with love when I think upon you, and broken 
into tears ; for the remembrance of you doth re- 
fresh my soul, which makes me often to think 
upon you, and have you in remembrance, you 
jewels of my Father^ wadjirst^ruits of his increase. 
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If I forget you, then let the Lord forget ne. NajV 
vef ily, jou caimot be forgo^en by me; 90 long as 
I abide in the vioe^ I em • branch of the same 
nature with 3011, which •prings from the samo^ 
nature which the J^iprd hath blessed, where we do 
i;row together in hi^ 4ife and nD»g9, as aiembef^ 
of his bod^ I where we shall live together tp ail 
eternity, and sit down in the Idogdom-of reet and 
peace, with Abraham^ I$aue, and Jacob, to sing 
the songs of deliyerance to the Jilost High that 
sits on t)i« throne, who lUone is worthy of all 
Jionour.and living prake> to.who^i it is due noi^r 
and lor ever*. A^fi**' 
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i.lFE OF MARY DYER. 



Concerning Mary Dyer, Mrho^e reprice 
fias beeaaiready fioticedyJ find bat little aceoimt 
except nvhat rekt^s to ber^it&ri^g^vat Bo^ob. 

.. . • . , • , . • . 

She m^ a marmd tvoniaiiy and Uredin Hhode< 

^I^landy ivbere shie bore an^exoelknt cfaai^cter. 

'She was tbe mother^ several childneo, and her- 
liusbaud was a mail ckF reptttatioa and . respecta* 

• bility ; ;bat not loi ibe'^sadie t^Ugious persjiasion. 
After her companiiMiEr had received .the jadgment 

vt>f the G^urly seat^ice of tieaih waa also passed on 
her^ to -which «he replied: '^ llie will of the Lord 

'be done." Endicat €hen ordeved the aoarshal to 
take her away to the pnson, Mrhen she said: 
** Yea^ joyfully i g© ;'* aadift her \i'ay «h«Ye, she was- 
engs^ediia ut'teriag praises to G^od. *She wlis-in^ 
deed^fill of joy in tirtj Holy Spirit,' and' told thte 
marshal thai; he might Jctii^ afetoe, for die would 

"go t04>rison wiAoat him; to which he replied: 
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'' I believe you, Mrs. Dyer; but I must do Mrhat 
I am commanded." Whilst in prison, she ^vrote 
to the General Court in Boston, remonstrating 
closely with them on the subject of their bloody 
laws. 

After her fellow-prisoners, William Robinson 
and Marmaduke Stevenson^ had suffered, she step- 
ped up the ladder, expecting immediately to un^ 
dergo the same punishment. Her clothes were 
tied about her feet, the halter put about her neck, 
and her face covered with a handkerchief, with 
which Priest Wilson supplied the hangman. Bat 
after all this preparation was made, a cry was 
heard : ** Stop^ for she is reprieved.'' This ap- 
pears to have been bo: tidings of joy to her, for 
.her mind had entered into so full a Testation to 
the prospect of death, that she seemed already parti- 
cipating of the joys of that eternity which appeared 
then before her. When her feet were loosed^ and 
she had liber^ given her to come down, she con- 
tinued where she was, and told those about her, 
that she was there willing to suffer >as h^r brethren 
had done, except they «$ould anmill their wicked 
law. She was at length forced away and taken 
back to- her priaoiL . This reprieve was owin<r %o . 
the intercession <>f h^r .sow, to whom it seiEiins the 
magistratiM dorst not th^n 4eiiy that iaxour^ 
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The day after her reprieve^ she agpEiita addressed 
ibe General Court, at Boston. The address shows 
the fortitude of her niind^ and the deep sense 
which she entertained of the cruel disposittoo of 
ker persecutors. It begins thus : ^' Once, more 
to the General Court assembled in Boston speaks 
Mary Dyer, even as before. My life is not ac- 
ceptedi neither availeth me, in comparison of the 
lives and liberty of the truth andservahts of the 
living God, for which in the bowels of love and 
meelcness I bought you ; yet nevertheless witK 
wicked hands have you put two of them to death, 
v^hich makes me to feel that the mercies of the 
wicked is cruelty. I rather choose to die than 
live as from you, as guilty of their innocent blood. 
Therefore, seeing my request is hindered, I leave 
you ' to the righteous Judge and Searcher of all 
hearts." 

By lier reprieve, it was directed that she shouM 
continue in prison forty-eight hours ; after which 
jft appears she was put on a horse and conveyed 
fifteen miles towards Rhode Island, and was then 
left with a man and horse to4>e conveyed fdrward; 
but she Beut them back, aAd went home without 
their assistance. After residing here and on Long 
Island for several months, she again arpprehended 
it her duty to visit the town of Bol»ton* She ao* 
eordingly returned there on the 21st 6f the Sd. 
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monthylOSO^ and ten days afterwards w^sBummoned 
before the General Court, where, after a few in- 
terrogatories, Endicot passed this sentence Hpoa 
her: *^ You m«st return to the prison, and there 
remain till to-morrow at nine o'clock; then from 
thence you must go to the gailows, and there 
fee hanged till you are dead/' On tiiis Mary 
Dyer remarked : *' Tliis is no more than what 
thou saidst before f to which Endicot replied i 
^^ But now it is to be executed, therefore {^nqpare 
yourself to-mor4'ow at nine o' clock /' 

She then addressed the Court ki fhese %iX)rdsT 
f' I. came in obedience to thi& will of Go4 the laist 
Qieueml Court, desiring you to i«peal your nor 
righteous laws oil baoisrbmetU; oq paiii of deatl^ 
^nd the same.U niy work.iiiow4UMieafn€^t requ^st^ 
although I teld you that if you refused to repeal 
' them, the Lord would «end others of his ^rvanU 
to . witsesr agabst them /' 

After a little hmnt^ coovevsatioii, slierwas ordered 
i0 be talfien u> pnson^ aod aboiit:idie4ime appoitt^> 
ed neatt . ;Hioming> * tlib ^arabal came> ki. a hasr^, 
rough -manner to takd'ber lo ibe plkelle' of -^xettH 
tkm,* to wbk4» Ai^ was led by aHband of soldiers, and 
with>^n>in$ befEiting b^foire and behind, 't6 prevent 
faerbeif^g beard it sbe should say any llnligtb ihe^ 
peopi^' '»The gallbwa were about .a mile distant 
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^m the prison. When she came there, and bad 
jftscended ihe ladder, she was told, that if she 
would return she might come down and save her 
life, to which she replied : '* Na}v I cannot ; for 
in obediejioe to tlie will of the Lord I camcj and 
in his will I abide faithful to thje death/' 

She was then charged with beio^ gnilty of her 
own -blood; on which die replied: ** Nay, I.caine 
lo keep blood-guiltiness from yiMi, desiring you to 
repeal the unijighteoas and unjust law of banish- 
ment upon paiii^f deaths made against the inno- 
wcent servants of the Lord; therefore my biood will 
be required at your hands, who wilfully do it; but 
for those that dp it in the simplicity of tb^ hearts^ 

; % desire the Lord .to forgive them. I came to do 
<liie will of my Father, and in obedience to his wil^ 

i i stand even to^eath." 

Some more conversafiea. ^passed between her 
>imd 4ier persecutors ; and wheii one mentioned 
^er saying, she had been in Paradise, she replied-: 
" Yea, I have been in Paradise several days." It 
appears that iier mind was now in the same 
-situation as on going to the place of execution 
hefore, When, in jfeplying to iiome insulting Ian* 
guag^, she said : *' This is to me an hour of the 
;greatest joy I ever had in this world. No ear can 
^hear; no tongue can utte»; and no heaxt can imr 
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-derstand ihe sweet incotnes^ atid die refreshings <jf 
. .Ae Spirit of 'the hoxd which I now feel." 

Other expressions now drapp^d -from' her, d©- 

Bcriptive of the happy .state .of her mi^d in the 

• prospect of -that etemi^ into which she was athout 

.entering. In this ^ Mate she \vas turned offy aqd 

died a martyr for Christy and /or' her testimopy 

against persecution and persecutors. Ijier conduct 

on this occasipn, with ber addresses to^e eouit, 

«vince'her to have been a woman of good abilities, 

great fortitude, and pious resigjaation So the will 

.-«f God. 

The state Of liiittd in tvhich she twice met the 
prospect of ^deatdi, manifests the* hope she enter-* 

V fained of a glorious immortality^ into which there 
is^bundant reason to believ&'she'^^happily ent€;red9 
experiencing the truth of ;the Apostle's obserya- 
tioti; that <' these light afflictions which are but for 
a moment, work for us a far more exceeditig aifkl 

>>etemal weight of glory.'' 
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Jd OR the sake of connecting the acconnts of 
these New England martyrs, I shall digress a 
little, and but a little, from dironological order, 
in my notice of William Leddra. He was an in* 
habitant of the island of Barbadoes. In tiie year 
1658, be came to New England, and, at Newbuiy, 
he and his companion William Brend^ were forced 
out of the town, andoonvejied to Salem, where 
they were examined by the magistrates. After 
acknowledging themselves to be of the People 
called Quakers, it was objected to them that they 
maintained dangerous -errors^ utid whenlhey dsked 
what these errors- were, they were told that they 
denied Christ who 'suffered on the cross at J era- 
salcrm, and ttjiat they denied the Scriptures. - Thisr 
charge they«'boi(Hy contradicted, aisertmg that 
they owned Jesiis'Christ who suffered death at Jc^ 
tusalem, and that they also owned the Scriptures.- 
Notwithstanding this decIaratipUf they wp^c arjf 
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Sestedf sent to Boston^ «od committed to the house 
of correctian tbere> only. because they were found 
to be Quakers. . 

As they would not wof-k for ttie benefit of the 
jailer, he kept them five days without food, though 
they ofiered to ptay for it. After this privation^ 
he inflicted upon them twenty stripes with a^whjp. 
When thiif severity had beenexercised^ he told thent 
that if they would pay the marshal for leading 
ihem out of the country, they might go; but they, 
considering at unreasonable ^o^pay for their owa 
banishment, refased, yet offer^ to go away if th^ 
prison doors were opened to them for that purpose. 
With this the jailer did not think proper to com- 
^ply, and the next day exerdsed'his cruel i]isposi« 
tion on William Brefvd, in such a shocking manner 
as produced mudi. discontent and. a great>clamour 
an the town. 

William Leddraccmtinued ibr some tune ni thd 
hpuse of correction at .Boston, where be was fre« 

quently whipped, ' but «at length ?was ^^'cKstharged. 
He was idso imprisoned i-^t ^Fljraaouth, >and ulU^ 
inately bani^ed from thercolfHiy^onpain of death 
if he should return tosit. ^here be^went^^after bis 
banishment J d6 ^bt iSnd ; but be did *xiot con- 
ifinue 'long absent, "feeting his mind strongly im* 
|>ressed with an ^^apprehension of daty again to 
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visit these persecuting people, and those "who suf« 
fered from them. Returning to Boston^ though 
jalmost certain' of the oonsequences vrhich M'ould 
.«nstte; he was there arrested, sent to jail, fastened 
to a log of wood, and kept chained night and day^ 
in an open prison, during a very cold winter. 

In the first month; 1660-1, he wa» brought be- 
fore the Court of Assistants, with the chain and 
log at his heek^i Being placed at the bar, he was 
informed, that having returned after sentence of 
banishment, he had incurred the penalty of death 
by the law. Upon this he asked them what evil 
lie had done ? To which the court replied, he had 
owned those who were put to death, and had said 
that they were innocent ; that he had refused to put 
off Miff^iat in court> and would say thee and fhouk 
He then asked them if they would put him to 
death for speakipg English and for not putting off 
his clothes. To this Major Dennison answered, A 
man may speak treason in English. On which 
William Leddra asked: '* Is.it treason to say thee 
.and thou to a single person ?" 

I have given this conversation at length, to show 
{the light charges which these persecutors brought 
ag^st those, on whom they inflicted the punishr 
m^t of death. The hat bad given great offence 
in some of the former sufferers, and it was eves 
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04 Z;IFB OF WILLIAM LEDDBA* 

thrown in the teeth of one of themx at the pkiee 
ef , execution. But to what a degree of pride 
xuust the minds of these men have attained, who 
could persecute^ as many have dpne^ innocent and 
virtuous men, because they withheld this mark of 
respect, and addressed individuals in the singular 
number; language which they themselves used tp 
their Maker. ' Surely it was high time that these 
corrupt and pride-gratifying practices should he . 
checkect ; and though the testimony against them 
may be classed among the lesder matters of the 
iaw of our God, yet I believe when duly coasir 
der^edy at will he found to be a duty which is juidled 
for from us as a people. 

To return to the subject of this Memoii*. Af- 
ter a little more conversation between him and hia 
perseccitiM'Sy he said: *^ I appeal to the laws of 
England for ray trial; if by them I am found 
guilty, I refase not to die." This >appeal« how»» 
ever, was rejected^ and the Court attempted to 
persuade him to a recantation and, compliaihce 
with their will ; but ^hls attempt he rejected with 
disdain, saying : , " What ! to join with such mur- 
derers as you areJ Then let every maiii that meeta 
me say: ^' Lo! this is the man that has forsaken 
the God ^of ibis salvatiotn." 

The ^court, finding their prisoner steadfast and 
Jmmovable, passed sentence of death rfpon hiroj 



Jkll^B or WILLI AH LEDDRA. 65 

aod appointed the 14tb of the month for the exe- 
eution pf their sentence* A pioming lecture >vas 
sdso appointed oa the Banie" day/ in which the 
priest was not backward to animate the magis- 
tratesy in the executioaof their cruel sentence. 

When this shocking preamble to the execution 
of an unchristian and wiciJced law was finished^ the 
governor came to the* prison with a guard of 
iK>ldiers; the pjsisoner's irons were knocked off, and 
he, after taking a-'Solemn leave of his«feIlow-pri* 
fionersy' cheerfully went forth when called. The 
guard instantly. surrounded hira, to prevent any of 
)iis friends coming near to speak to him; at which 
ane of his friends, Edward Wharton, said to them*: 
^< What! wiirye" show yourselves worse than 
Sonner's bloody brood? Will you not' let me come 
aear my suffering friend before^ you kill himi'' To 
this one of the company replied: ''Oh! Edward I 
it will be your turn next ;" and an officer threa- 
tened: to stop his mouth, if he spoke another 
jirord^. 

The procession being come to the place of 
wectttion, William Leddra took leave of bis 
friend, Edward Wharton, and said to him : '' All 
that will be Christ's disciples must take up his 
jeross." Then standing oh the place where the 
i;uard directed him; he said to the people : ^' For 
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leariog my testimony to the Lord against the de* 
ceivers and deceived, am I brought here to •siifFen*' 
"IVhen the executioner ni'as putting the halter 
about his neck, he meekty said : '* I commend my 
righteous caiise unto thee, O God T and as he w^ 
turned off, .he cried out: '^ Lord^Jesus! receive 
my spirit/' 

Tbas did this kinooiiit tnmtyr, padeatly su£Per 
under the cruel laws df men, iwho appeared to li^ 
insensible to all the compunctions that either 
justice Of ihcrcy excite in the human heart. The 
«tate of 'his mind under Iris suiferings, i^as such at 
became sv christian; and bis spiritual enjoymenti^ 
previous to bis death, evinee such a participatioii 
of tlie beatific vision while in the body, as is no^ 
often Experienced, as will appear from the fcff- 
lowing extract from a letter, written the day beforie 
his death, and addressed^ 

" To the Society of the little Flock of Christ/' 

*' Grace and peace be multiplied. 

'^ Most deaf and inwardly beloved! 

" Tlie sweet influences of the morning star, like 
a flood, distilling into my innocent habitation, have 
so filled me with the joy of the Lord in the beduty 
of holiness, that my spirit is as' if it did not inhabit 
a tabernacle of clay, but is wholly swallowed ujl 
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jn the bosom of ^ternity^ from inrbence it had its 
.being. 

" Alas ! alas ! what can the wrath aud spirit of 
-man that lusteth to envy, aggravated by the heat 
and strength of the king of the locusts, which 
. came out of the pit, do unto one that is hid in the 
secrets of the Almighty, or unto them that are 
gathered under the healing wings of the Prince of 
Peace i Under whose armoor of light th^ shall 
be able to stand in the day of trial; havii^'on the 
breastplate of righteousness and the sword of the 
Spirit, which. is their weapoa of war against spi- 
ritual wickedness^ principalities and powers, and' 
the rulers of the daikoess of tins world^ both' 
within aud without* • 

*' Oh! my beloved! T have waited like a dOve 
At the windows of the ark ; and have stood still in 
that watch which the Ma^er^ without whom. I 
.could do notliing, did at his coming reward with 
the fulness of -.his love, wherein my heart did re- 
joice, that I might, in the love and life of God, 
speak a few words to you, sealed with the spirit 
of promise, that the taste thereof might be a 
savour of life to your life, .and a testimony in 
you of my innocent death. And if I bad been 
altogether silent, and the Lord had not opened 
jxiy mouth unto you, yet he would have opened 
vyour hcartS; and there have sealed my innocence 
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with the streams of life, by which we are all bap- 
tized into that body which b of God, with whom 
and in whose presence there is life ; in which as 
you abide^you stand upon the pillar and ground of 
trulh. For the life being the truth and the way, 
go not one step without it, lest you should com- 
pass a mountain in the wildemessj for to everji 
thing there is a season. 

'' As the flowing -cff the ocean doth fill every 
creek and branch thereof, and then retires again 

•towards its own being and fuliiess, and leaves a 
savour behind it, 'SO doth (he life dud virtue of 

. God flow into everyone of your hearts, whom he 
hath made partakers of iiis Divine "nature ; and 
when it withdraws but a little, it leaves a s\yeet 
savour behind it, that many can say they are made 
clean through the word ihat he hath spoken to. 
them ; in which innocent .condition you may see 
what you are in the presence of God, and what 
you are without Him." 

He then proceeds in a strs^n of instructive ex- 
hortation to his friends ; but what is already 
quoted may be sufficient to manifest the desirable 
-state of mind, which he experienced on this 
rsolemn occasion. 
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LIFE OF THOMAS JLDJMi 



This 'Friend vms one af the earliest convert^' 
of George Fox in tbe county of York. His mo* 
tber, wife, and two- sisters, were all convinced 
9bout the same time. This was in 1651. His 
residence was at Warmswortb, near Doncaster, 
^ where I suppose him to hav^ been born ; but in 
what year I have not been able to ascertain. 

Previous to his knowledge of George Fox, he 
appears to have been a man religiously disposed, 
and was much attached to some of the ministers 
of that day, I suppose those called Puritans, who 
at that time, having overturned Episcopacy, took 
possession of the places of public worship and the 
livings of their predecessors. With these, how- 
ever; he became dissatisfied, for he aspired after a 
greater degree of light and purity than he had yet 
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met with. Such was his condition, when George 
Fox came into the neighbourhood of his residence, 
through whose ministry he was eflFectually turned 
from darkness to light, and from the power of 
satan unto God. 

Tlie doctrine of a principle of Dirine Light, or 
the Spirit of Christ illuminating the soul, .and 
opening to it the way of life and salvation, was 
readily acknowledged by him ; through which he 
was drawn from a dependence on his former 
^achers, separated from the ^vays of the world, 
and himself qaali&ed to bear a living testimony to 
■tlie truth, inviting others to '^ taste and see how 



good the Lord is.'^ 

In his ministerial labours, he was not odly exercised 
in tite meetings of his Friends, but often attended the 
public places of worship, where h^ was frequently 
concerned to speak of the things of 'God, and at 
times to testify against the conduct both of the 
priests and people. He was thus engaged at 
Warms worth, Hatfield, Wickersley, Edlington, 
Tickhill, Bawtry, Thoine, Hands worth, Rossing- 
ton, and Pontefract. Jn -almost all these places 
he met with very rade, severe treatment; but 
at Thome, when the priest ordered the constable 
^ take out that rude and uncivil fellow,* who came 
. ^o-uftcivilly in and made ^ .disturJi)anGe; the jLoo^ 
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^stable being of a different spirit from the priest, 
replied : " He disturbeth no man, nor doth any 
man harm/' After the priest ^had finished his 
-sermon, Thomas Aldam preached to the people. 
Some of the rude sort, irfter the example of their 
priest, reviled him ; and, not content with words, 
-.proceeded to blows, both wifh their hands and 
feet, and even «pit upon 'him, turning liim out of 
their church, as ifaey called it. IFIiis may serve as 
rather a favourable specimen of the treatment, 
which he .generally met with on these occasions. 

About the year 165^, in consequence of a cou- 
"Ceru of this kind at Warms worth, lie was com- 
mitted to York Castle by Darcy Wentworth, John 
Copley, George Byard, and Thomas Westhy, 
justices. -It is likely he was the. first Friend who 
was a prisoner in that place for his religious prin- 
ciples, and 'be was continued a prisoner about 
two years and a half ; during whitb time he was 
not only prevented from visitingbis family, but his 
-wife and relations 'fre^quently were not suffered to 
visit him* 

Puring this long' imprisonment, he was brought 

to trial before Judge Parker; but Thomas Aldam 

not paying the judge the usual compliment of 

Haking off the hat, and likewise addressing him in 

ttlie sipgular number, with some remonstrances on 
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ins conduct, the judge fined him fo^ pounds^ 
and committed him to prison with an order for 
bim to be >kept'<€lose prisoner till he paid it; hut, 
on application to Oliver Cromwell, an order was 
.given for his liberation. He bore his* long, con- 
finement with much .patience, under a sense of the 
Lord's goodness to him ; and he ba^ many oppor- 
tunities of religious service, and of remonstrating 
with the judgea and justices, on the sufferings- 
a/trhich thejr imposed on an innocent people. 

Besides (his imprisonment, he also suffered^ 
jnuch in bis property for not paying tithes • and 
other ecclesiastical demands. So great was the 
enmity of the.priest of Warmsworth, that after ail 
his cows had been taken from bim, and he had 
;borrowed one of .a relation to supply his family 
with milk, the cruel priest threatened to take that 
away also. This priest, ho^i^ver, was reduced to 
poverty, his own children pfodigally spending his 
property, and he himself died suddenly. 

Though Thomas Aldam was a great sufferer, 
>tK)th in body and property, on account of his re- 
iigious principles, yet his feelings wjere not coo- 
fined to himself, but werejextended to his sufferiqg 
friends, in various parta of th6 nation ; for whose 
relief he travelled much in England, Scotland, and 
Ireland^ visituig them in their prisons, and layiag 
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their distressing situations before those in autho- 
rity. It ivas on one of ihese occasions, ^vhea 
applying to Olivek- Cromwell that be took off his 
cap before the Protector, and tore it to pieces, 
saying: ^* So shall thy government be torn from 
thee and thy house/' This prediction, he just 
lived to see fulfilled, dying in the year 1660. 

In his last iDness, he experienced imucii inward 
-support and resignation to the event. At one 
time be felt his strength so renewed, that be 
thought be could go to London, if required; but 
-soon added : 'M am clear of die blood of all 
men; I feel nothing to this nnin,'' meaning Charles 
the Second, who was then just restored to his 
.crown. The day before be died, he called his 
children together, and after ^ving them some ad- 
vice, took his leave of diem, and the next day 
jesigned his soul into the bands of his Creator. 

From the character I find given of diis Friend, 
he appears to have been possessed of many excel- 
lent qualities. ^ He was a man «f great courage 
and firmness of mind, MUkd being fully dedicated to 
the service of God and the support of his religious 
:principles, Jie laboured and suffered much in that 
day of violence and persecution. Whilst his tes- ^ 
timony was sharp against evil-doers, he was very 
?tender towards those in whom he discovered sin- 
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«er(s desires towcrrds God and the knowledge of 
^his truth. He was a man of universal charitjc^ 
manifesting ardispomtion to do ^oodunto -all meit^ 
and dbus showing fordi ^ praise of Him who 
iiad called him out of darkness 'into his fuarvellous 
light. • 

In'his own family, to use the words of his son, 
^'^ He W|is often very broken -hearted, watching 
over his children in the fear of the Lord. And 
i^hen I remember the fervency of spirit which did 
attend him, and how, when he had been to take a 
journey on Truth's aceount,iie would have called 
his-wife and children, and in great tenderness and 
immility have bowed his knees before the Lord, 
and poured out his supplications unto Him, d6^ 
siriug earnestly that the Lord might go with him, 
and committing us into his keeping; and what 
brokenness of heart was amongst us at such times, 
aud how the love of God did abound, then can 
my soul say, those were precious seasons, and are 
not to be forgotten by us ; but to be recorded to 
posterity, that we may tell our children, and they 
also may declare it when we are gone, how good 
the Lord hath been funto his people, and wliat 
great cause they have to love Him, and put their 
trust in Him ; that so his name may be renowned 
amongst our families, so. long as they shall have a 
being." 
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It hasr already hettk noticed, tliat Tboaiaa AI- 
«dani*9 mother, wife, and two sisters, were all con- 
-▼inced by George Fox. Of tlie mother I find no 
further notice. His "wife survived him only about 
three months : she was a religious woman, ** of a 
very meek and quiet spirit, given up in all things 
to God's disposing/'' 

The twe Asters, Margaret Kellam and Joan 
Kellam, continued laitbfiil to the convictions they 
iiad recehred, and were both serviceable women in 
the Society. Margaret travelled much in Tntth'^s 
service, and many were convinced by her. She 
:«ufFered imprisonment in several places, as Exeter,- 
Sanbury, and York. ** Great,'' says her nephew, 
*^ was the boldness that did attend, her, in sound- 
ing forth the. truth, In the streets, steeple-liouses, 
.and market-places, and to the heads and rulers of 
the people ; and the Lord was with her. She 
^finished her course in the faith, signifying to a near 
'Telation, before her departure, the great peace she 
enjoyed with the Lord, and the clearness of con- 
science she had before him." She died in the 
jrear 1672. 

Joan Kellam died in the ^year 1681, liaving 
ibeen a very useful woman, and of much religious 
..experience, by which she became as^a mother in 
Jsrael, and a t^der sympadiizer with those who 
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were in a< «tate of sufferings . whether iabpd^ oir 
in mind.^ 

These accounts are principally taKeirfrom-s 
publication by Thomas Aldun, son of him'whoser 
life has just been noticed. Tb& son appears to 
have been a very useful member-of the Society of 
Friends, but I find little on record relating to him* 
GeorgfB Fox, in. a testamony^respecting. the father^ 
calls the 8on< ** a hopeful young man;" and it i»' 
probable before I. come in the order of my work 
to the time of bis decease, something may bcr 
found concerning, bini^eserving; of further ootitar 



CHAPTER VIII. 



LIFE OF JAMES NAYLER. 



■ He was borki ia the parish of AKblej^ near 
Wakefield, in YcH^kshire, about the- year I6I& 
Sis father was a husbandaiaii of good repute 
and property* He gave his ton a good English 
education, who married about the time of his re* 
iDOval into the parish of Wakefield. When the 
civil wars broke out, he entered into the Parliar 
ment'sm'my, first under Lord Fairfax, and afters- 
wards' as quarter- master, under Major-General 
Xambert. He continued in the army about eight 
years,, when being disabled by sickness in Scot<» 
land, he fetumed home about the year 1^49* 

In i651, Greoi^geFox visited that psurt of Yoilc- 
diiire where James^ Nayler resided, and he with 
nuuEiy others attached themselves unto him. Up 
appears to have been one of those who had m^ 
i>ibed, previous to their acquaintance with George 
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Fox, the same religioiia principles, and therefore 
glacUy receked hi» testimony* 

Soon after tins, he apprehended^Mmself called 
to leave his family and devote himself to the ser-^ 
vice of Grod. Of this- he gives a particular ac- 
count iahb trial at Appleby, of vrhich this i» the 
substance : ** That when he was at plougb> medi-^ 
tating on the tbiogs of God, he heard a voice bid- 
ding him* go out from his kindred and lii»> father's- 
house, having a promise given with it; that the^ 
Lord would be witb him." At this he did exceed-- 
iiigly rejpice, that be had heard the voice of. God,, 
whom he had believed lufrom a child, and whom 
he endeavoured to serve. When he went home,, 
he made preparation for his jonmey; but behig. 
afterwards disobedient, ibe wratb of G^ He eayr^v 
was upon him, so that he was made a wonder to 
others, and it was thought he would'ixave diedjf 
but being afterwards made willing, and ^oing out 
with a friend, not then fliinking on a journey, he 
^as comteandfMl to go Westward, not knowing, 
what he was tq do there; but when- be came, it 
was given him what to declare. Thus he coik 
tinned, not knowing one day what he was to do 
ifhe next; yti the promise of God, that he would 
be with him> be found made good to him evef7 
-day. 
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. It appears diat he £rftt travelled iole Lan^a- 

riitre, where we^ad him with Geoige Fox m the 

I^la^d of Walney^ a fellow-sufferer in the cruelty 

.«f the bafbarous inbabttant» of ibat place. He 

was also a party ia the trial at Lancaster Sessioos, 

^related io the life of George Fox. Janes Najler 

oifterwarfiB travelled into WestmoKlaiid ; and at 

'Kendal and the jieighbourkood, received some 

Tude tieatment fxoni the priests and people; -but 

diey wese not permitted Jto ioj^ure Jnai or hie 

companions. 

At Orton, where he and several Friends de- 
^fiigned to hold a religious meeting, five priests and 
many people assembled to make disturbance^ and 
/prevent the meeting being held. The priests in- 
cited James And his friends to hold the meeting in 
>the town fields and they accepted the offer, seeing 
"-that a private house was not sufficient to accom- 
modate the numbers collected. Here the priests 
began to dispute on the impropriety of meeting 
there, and collecting so many people together to 
break the peace.. Much wrangling succeeded, 
. after which James^ returned to the house of one 
of his, fr4end3» where the meeting was held, though 
with much disturbance from the rude people, 
who were collected for the purpose of mischief; 
no material injury was, however, sustained, and 
that evening James left the pjaee, and thus for the 
Resent escaped the fury of his enemies* 
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fThe piieBU in this cmtBtrjr appear to haye beeff 
tmcommoDly Ttolent and crueK Not ooDtenlv^itk 
preaching against Nayl^r, and im paring to lumi 
blasphemy, with other false accusations, Ihe^ 
raised an armed multitode, who came to the faoase 
iidiere he was, threatening to knock ont his brains 
against the wall, or to pull down the 'house if he 
would not come out; and when they were told 
that the doors were open, the people, informing 
the priests, rushed violently into the house, seized 
James Nayler by the throat, dragged him into the 
field, and afterwards with a .pitchfork 3truck off 
hk hat,'Conimanding him to answer such questions 
as the ptiests should ask him. TJiey .put many 
qucfstions to him, which he answered so well, that 
they could not take any advantage from them to 
prosecute him. After much wrangling, one of 
the priests advised the people not to receive James 
Nayler into their houses, ^nd then departed, leav- 
ing him and his friends to (lie violence of the rude 
multitude. But u justice of the peace who was 
present, seeing the dangerous situation in which 
the Friends were placed, kindly assisted them in 
returning to the house from which ^ey came, 
which they entered without receiving much harm* 

ft 

On this occasion, James wa^ publicly engagea 
to prkise the Lord) for his wonderful deliverance 
from the power of his enemies, which some -of 
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iEem. hearing, said : " If we let him. go .00 thti»» 

-all people will run i^fter him." He was theFefose 

jigain failed 9ut.of4be hottse, taken by the justice 

4md priest to a neighbouring.: alehouse, and there 

. committed to Appleby jail. lie was taken to 

..Kirkby Stqpben that night, . where > many of his 

friends followed him; and Francis Howgill, speakr 

Jag to the people, was also taken .up, .and.com* 

;:4l»i|ted to Appleby prison with James Nayler. 

/AVhilst these 'ionocent fUvSerers were: in Jul, 

jtbeir enemies were busily employed^ in obtaining 

^11 the accusations they could, against them ; and 

at, the T sessions held: at Appleby, jn the month 

-called January, l652,.Jaini3S J^ayler^was tried on 

, an indictment for . blasphemy* This charge was 

occasioiied 'by tho^dootr inc^preacbed,. and pai^ticu* 

larly iosisjbed on;hy puc early Friends, -that of the 

Light of ChristfiUniversaUy /communicated to the 

httoian^race. Ihis^diey . termed,: with the Apostle 

of the Gentiles, '^ C3irist< in .you the Hope oT 

^ (ilory;^and further illustrated witb^an exhortation 

of the same Apo9tle: ''Prove yourselves, know 

v7e not yoiur awnselves,. how^that J^sus Chjist ia 

> in ypu^ except ye.Jbe reprobates.'^ 

• 

. Tbisrdoetrine^theenetnles of the Soaei^ty endear 
soured to convert into a blasphemous application' 
•^i Christ to themselves; but tiolwithstanding the 
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Btrenuous endeavoiiF« of some ef the jttsliees, the 
charge eoiuld not he substanUated ; and Anthony 
Pearson, who then sat on the baneh, was con^ 
irinced by die examination of James Naylerf 
Benson was another of the justicea^ and was fulljr 
sensible of the insufficiency of the evidence ta 
prove the charge of blas|Aemy; but notwith- 
standing the evident innocence of the prisoner, 
two odier justices were so violent as to commit 
him upon the petitions of the ministers, Aongh ut 
the hazard of being fined by the judges at the 
assizes. It was iherefose ordered that Jamcv 
Kayler and Francis Howgill should remain im 
prison, where Aeof were arbitrarily confined about 
five months, and then discharged. 

After his liberation, James contimied some time 
in the North; and when 'be had finished 3iis service 
there, he travelled Sontbward, and came to Londos 
in ihe jear 1654 or 5. Here began those tempta* 
tions of self-«xaitatioa and spiritual pride, which 
for a time separated him from his brethren, and 
subjected him to severe bodily sufierings, from: 
those who were then in power. 

Edward Bnrroagh and Francis Howgill were 
at that time in the city, and great success attended 
their nunistry. With them James Nayler united, 
and his gift beins of a very sublime arid x^aptivaK 
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kig kind, as well as deep and aound, he became, 
much admired and .followed by many of those who 
heard him, some of whom were so injudicious and 
weak as to draw invidious comparisons between 
bim and his brethren. This proceeded so far^ that 
Edward Burrough and Francis Howgill were 
sometimes interrupted in their religions ser- 
vices, by the pretended friends of James Nayler. 
A woman of the name of Martha Simmons, was 
&e principal in this improper conduct ; and when 
reproved for it, she made her complaint to James 
INayler in so lamentable and moving a manner, 
AsLt be was carried away with her reflections oa 
l^is best friends and fellow-labourers in the same 
gospel. 

When his^ indiscreet followers had so far pre- 
vailed, as hi a great measure to separate him from 
his former friends, they proceeded to greater 
lengths of wild and extravagant conduct. Leaving 
London, he travelled as far as Exeter, where it 
appears he was committed to prison ; and during 
his confinement here, Martha Simmons, with 
other two women alike reprehensible as herself, 
proceeded so far in their extravagance as to bow 
and kneel before him, and to kiss iiis feet. Nor 
did they stop here, but both he and they became 
so darkened in their imaginations, that after his 
release from Exeter prison, he permitted these 

£ 
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« 

-women and a man^.to act the most extravagant 
conduct towards him. The man went bareheaded 
.before huni^a- woman led his horse, the three- wo- 
men, already noticed,/spread their scarfs and hand- 
Icerchiefs before him, /\^iie. a number of persons 
in company sung, " Holy, hbly> holy is'the Lord 

^od of Hosts, Hosannah in the^ighest. -Holy, 
Jioly, holy is the Lord God of Israel " 

^ When they^came to Bristol, James Nayler and 
> several of his- company, were' examined by the ma- 
gistrates on account of their extravagant conduct^ 
and afterv^ards committed to pmon. ' From Bris- 
tol they were semoved^o London^.tovfoe examined 
, by the Parliament,, or a Committee of the House. 
The attention of Parliament was o^upied many 
days on the subject, and much diversity of senti- 
ment prevailed on tiie punishment proper to be 
inflicted. 

'On the 17tli of December, 1656, after-alotig 
debate, the House came to the following resolu- 
tion : ** That James Nayler be set on the pillory, 
with his head in the pillory Jn ItheyPalace Yard, 
W^tminster, during the space of two hours, on 
Thursday next, ^atid be whipt by the hangfnaii 
through the streets, from Westminster to the OM 
Exchange, London ; and there likewise be set on 
4he pillory, with hia head in the .pillery, for the 
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space of two hours, between the hours of eleven 
and one on Saturday next; in each place wearing 
a paper contaii^ng an inscription of his crimes ; 
and that at the Old Exchange his tongue be bored 
through %vit}i a hot iron, and be be there also stig^ 
matized in the forehead with the letter B. And 
that he be afterwards sent to Bristoij and be con- 
veyed through the said city on horseback, widi his 
face backward; and there 4ilso be publicly whipt the 
next market-day after he conies thither ; and that 
. from thence he be committed to prison in Bridewel]» 
London, and restrained from the society of all 

people, and there to labour hard till he shall be 
released by Parliament ; and during that time be 
debarred the use of pen, ink, and paper, and shs^U 
bave no relief, but what be earns by his dailjT 
febour.** . ' 

I do not find that any punishment was inflicted 
on those to whom the charge of blasphemy, most 
properly belonged ; for though Nayler was cer- 
tainly highly culpable in permitting such conduct 
towards him; yet it might be considered, tltat, in 
Ae eye of the law, those who behaved in so im- 
proper a mamier, were the g^iilty persons. Indeed 
many people thought that the sentence V'as a very 
severe one to be executed upon a person,, whose 
trin^e seemed to proceed more from rf clouded 
understanding, than from any evil iiUention. 

•e 2 
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Tbe day after the sentence was pronounced, ^die 
£rst part of it was put in execution, and borne 
with so much patience and quietness, as was asto- 
nishing to the beholders. His body was in a most 
pitiable state, and in addition to the three hundred 
and ten stripes which he received on his body, his 
feet were mudi hurt by the horses treading oq 
them, so that the 4>rint8 of their shoe nails were 
visible. A person Who w.ashed his wounds, in a 
certificate which was presented to Parliament, 
thus describes his situation : '' There was not the 
space of a man's nail free from stripes and blood, 
from his shoulder near to his waist ; his right arm 
sorely striped, his^hands so much hurt with cords, 
that theyv bled and were swelled. The blood and 
wounds of iiis back did very little appear at first 
sight, by reason of the abundance of dirt that 
covered them till it was washed off." 

Many people, not of the Society of Friends,' 
were so affected with the severity of this punish- 
ment, that application was made to Parliament 
for a postponement of the rest of the sentence, 
which was to take place only two days after the 
first part was executed. This request was granted, 
and a week's respite obtained, which was em- 
ployed in ftirther applications, first to the Parlia- 
ment, and afterwards to the Protector, for a total 
remission of the rest of the sentence. Five minis^ 
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ten, vrhose nmnei wero Caryl, Monton, Vji, 
Griffith, asd Reynolda^ were tent to coDTerse 
ii?ith Nayler ; but tbough he gave such explana- 
tions as might free Mm from the charge of bias* 
pfaemy, yet his understanding appears to have beea 
still much clouded, and he far from being suffi- 
ciently sensible of the great impropriety of those 
extravagant expressions, which were used towards 
bim^ and which he considered as only applied to 
Christ, who, according, to his principles> was in 
bim. 

Notwithstanding the earnest applications which 
were made> it was concluded to inflict the remain- 
ing part of the sentence^ with the intermission of 
only one week. Accordingly, on the 27th, he was 
taken to the Exchange, where he was put into the 
pillory, his tongue bored through, and his forehead 
branded, with a hot iron.. It was very remarkable^ 
that although many thousands of people were sup- 
posed to be present, great quietness prevailed, and 
very few were, heard to revile him, or seen to 
throw any thing at him. One general sympathy 
appears to have been excited by his cruel punish- 
ment, for admitting the worst on his part, it may 
certainly be considered as exhibiting. a specimea 
of the harsh and unfeeling temper, which so ge» 
nerally marked those times. 

£ 3 
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After the execution of his sentence in Liondon^ 
he was sent to Bristol^ and the remainder of his 
sentence ivas executed there. He was then com- 
mitted to Newgate in that City, and thence re^ 
turned to Bridewell in London, where be was 
kept a prisoner for about two years. During diis 
imprisonment, be was favoured with a deep sense 
of his transgressions, and also with a true repen- 
tance for them ; and having obtained the use of 
pen and ink, he wrote several books and papers^ 
condemning bis conduct in very feeling terms ; to 
which he added several more after his release 
from Bridewell. 

The following pieces extracted from these publi- 
cations, will no doubt be acceptable to the reader. 

1st, A Testimony to Christ Jesus, delivered to 
the Parliament who persecuted him as a Bla»^ 
phenier, written in the time of his imprisonment 
in Bridewell. See James Nayler*s Works, Intro- 
duction, page XXXV. 

2d 8c Sd, Two short papers of G>nfessions, &c. 
taken out of his own band-writing,, page xxv & vi.-^ 
Ibid. 

4th, Beginning ** Glory to God Almighty/*^ 
page li. Slc.'^'Ibid. 

5th, ** And in the day when my God lifted my 
feet out of the pit was this given forth/' page xlk. 
Ibid. 
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STo. 1« A Testimony to Christ Jesus^ &c« 

'^ Christ Jesus the TmmamieJ, of whose sufferings 
the Scriptures declare^ Hiaaralone'T'confess before 
men, for whose sake I have denied whatever was 
dear to me in this world, that Imi^ht win him, and 
be found in him and not in myself; whose life and 
virtue I find daily: manifest in my mortal body; 
(which is my eternal joy and hope of glory;) whom* 
alone I seek to serve* in' spirit, soul and body^ 
night and day, according to the measure of grace 
working in me, that in me he may be glorified 
whether by life or death; and for his sake I suffer 
all things, that He alone may have the glory of my 
change, whose work alone it is in me. Even to 
that Eternal Spirit be glory, and to the Lamb, 
forever.- 

^ But to ascribe this name, power, and virtue 
to James Nayler, or to that which had a beginning 
and must return to dust, or for that to be exalted 
or worshipped^ to me is great idolatry; and with 
the Spirit of Chrjst Jesus in me it is condemned ; 
which Spirit leads; tp lowliness, meekness, and 
k>ng?i 



** So haying an opportunity given, with readiness, 
I am willing in the fear of God the Fatber^ ip 

B 4 
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^ honour to Jesus Christy and to takeoff all offences 
from every 9inip]e heart, this to declare to all the 
*worId, as the truth of Christ is in me^ without 
guile or deceit, daily finding it to be my work to 
seek peace in truths with all men, in that Spirit. 



''James Nayler. 



99 



No. S 8t S. Two Short Papers, &c. " 

" Dear Brethren, 

'' My heart is broketi this day for the offence 
that I have occasioned to God's truth and people, 
and especially to you, who in dear love followed 
me, seeking me in faithfulness to God ; which I 
rejected^ being bound wherein I could not come 
forth, till God's hand brought me, to whose love 
I now confess; and I beseech you forgive wherein 
I evilly requited your love in that day. God 
knows my sorrow for it since I see it, that ever I 
should offend that of God in any, or reject his 
counsel ; and now that paper you have seen lies 
xnuch upon me, and I greatly fear further to offend 
or do amiss/ whereby the innocent truth or people 
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of God should suffer, or that I should disobey 
therein* 



** Unless the Lord himself keep you from' 
me^ I beseech you let nothing else hinder your 
coming to me^. that I might have your help in the 
liord. In ihe mercies of Jesus Christ, this I beg 
of you, as if it was your own case, let me not bo 
forgotten of you. 

" And I beseech you speak to Henry Clarke, 
or whoever else I have most ofiended ; and by the 
power of God, and in the Spirit of Christ Jesus, 
I am willing to confess the offence; that God's 
love* may arise in all hearts as before, if it be his 
will, who only can remove what stands in the way; 
and nothing thereof do I intend to cover. God h 
witness herein." 



**' Dear Friend, 

*' I would not grieve thee, nor any way offend 
the people of the Lord, who is my witness of the 
daUy sorrow and travidl of my soul, for the of- .- 
fences which have been already, and that the peace, ] 
9t any should be broken through me who are de^r 

£ 5 
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to me; and nothing have I in this world near in 
my heart, but his innocent people, whom he hath 
called out of the world ; and I cannot trouble you 
but I oppress my own life ; th^ Lord God of Peace 
rebuke him, who daily seeks to turn the simplicity 
out of its way ; wlio hath long withstood me, and 
,doth withstand me. Truly -my heart dreads for 
fear of more divisions, gladly would I see thy fiice> 
if it be the wilt of God ; my bowels earn in un« 
feigned love towards thee. God knows I lie not \ 
and in the spirk of meekness I know tliou wilt 
feel me in truth. And whatever the Lord^ in any 
of you, shall lay upon me, I am willing to suffer 
or do, that 'all breaches: may be removed from 
the just* 

" Jambs Nayleiu** 



No. 4. 

*' Glory to God Almighty who ruleth in the 
heavens ; and in whose hands are all the kingdoms 
of the earth ; who raiseth up and casteth down at 
his will \ who hath ways to confound the exalta- 
tion of. man, and to chastize his children ; and t(» 
make man to know himself to be as grass be* 
fore him> who9e judgments are above the- highest 
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of men, and his pity reachetfa the deepest misery'; 
and the aim of his mercy is undem.eath to lift op 
the prisoner out of the pit, and to save sach as 
trust in Him fi*om the great destruction, which 
vain man, through his folly, brings on himself ; 
vho hath delivered my soul out of darkness, and 
made way for my freedom out of the prison- 
house, and ransomed me from the great captivity ; 
who divides the seas before him, and removes die 
mountains out of his way, in the day when he 
takes upon him to deliver the oppressed out of 
the hand of him, that is too mighty for him, in the 
earth. Let his name be exalted for ever; and let 
all flesh fear before Him whose breath is life 
to His own ; but a consuming fire to the ad^ 
vcrsary.. , 

^ And to the Lord Jesus Christ, be everlasting^ 
dominion upon earth, and his kingdom above all 
the powers of darkness, ,even that Christ of whom 
the Scriptures declare, i»hich was> and is, and is 
to come, the light of the world to all generations;, 
of whose conung I testify, with the rest of the 
children of light, begotten of' the immortal Seed, 
whose truth and virtue now shine in the world 
onto the righteousness of eternal life, and the 
Saviour of all that believe therein ; who hath bee^ 
ihe rock of my aalvatiou, and his Spirit hath, 
given quietness and patience to my soul ia deep 
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affliction; even for his name's sak^^ Praises for 
ev^r. 

^' But condemned for ever be all those false 
worships^ with which any have idolized xnj per- 
son^in the night of my temptation, when the 
power of dal-kness was above* All their casting 
off the clothes in the way, their bowings and sing- 
ings, and all the rest of those wild actions, which 
did any way tend to dishonour the Lord, or draw 
the minds of any from the measure of Christ JesuF 
in themselves, to look at flesh which is grass, or 
to ascribe that to the visible which belongs to 
Christ Jesus ; all tJiat I condemn, by which the 
pure name of the Lord hath any way been blas- 
phemed through me, in that time of temptation, 
or the spirits of any people grieved that truly love 
the XiOrd Jesus, throughoat the whole world, of 
what sort soever. 

'^ And all those ranting, wild spirits, which 
then gathered about me, in the time of my dark- 
liess ; and all their wild actions, and wicked words 
against the honour of God^ and his pure Spirit 
and people : I deny the spirit, the power and Ae 
works thereof, and as far as I gave advantage 
through want of jucfgment, for that evil spirit ia 
any to arise, I take shame to myself justly, having 
formerly had power over that spirit in judgmeni 
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and discenuDg, wherever it wm ; which darkness 
came over me through want of watchfiilnett and 
obedience to the pure eye of God, and diligent 
minding the reproof of life, which condemns the 
adulterous spirit. So the adversary got advantage^ 
who ceases not to seek to devour, and being taken 
captive from the true light, [I] walked in the night, 
where none can work, as a' wandering bird iit for 
the prey ; and if the Lord of all my mercies had 
not rescued me, I had perished ; for I was as one 
appointed to death and destruction ; and there was 
none that could deliver me. 

^ And this I confess, that God may be justified 
in his judgment, and magnified in his mercies 
v'itbout end ; who did not forsake his captive in the 
wght, even when bis Spirit was daily provoked and 
grieved ; but hath brought me forth to give glory to 
bis name for ever. And it is in my heart to confess 
to God, and before men, my folly and offence in 
that day ; yet wa9 there many things formed ^ainsl 
me at that day, to take away my life, and cae^ 
upon the truth, of which I »m not guilty at all 4 
as tliat accusation as if I had committed adultery 
with some of those women who came with ua 
from Exeier prison ; and also those who were with 
me zt Bristol, the night before I suffered there. Of 
both which accusations I am clear before God, 
who kept me at that day, both in thought and 
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deed, as to all womeo, as a little child. God 19- 
my record. And this I mention in pfarticular/ hear^ 
ing of some who still cease not to reproach there- 
withy God's tnitlrand people ; that the mouth of 
enmity may be shut from evil-speakings though, 
this 'touch not my conscience^. 

'' And this I give forth, that it may go as far a^ 
the offence against the spirit of truth hath gone 
abroad, that all burthens may be taken off with' 
the truth, and the truth cleared thereby, and the 
true light and all that walk therein ; and the deeds 
of darkness be condemned ; and that all that are 
in darkness may not act in the night, but stay upoa 
God who dwells in the light, who, with the 
workers of iniqmty> hath not' fellowship; which 
had I done, when first darkness came upon me, 
and not been led by others, I had not run against 
that rock to be broken, which so long had borne 
roe, and of whom I had so largely drunken, and 
of which I now drink in n^asure; to whom be 
the glory of all, and to Him must every tongue 
confess, as Judge and Saviour, God over all, 
blessed for ever« 

"James Nayleb.'^ 
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No. 5. ^wrf in that day when my God lifted my 
feet out of the pit, was this given forth. 

*^ It b in my beart to praise thee, Oh my Gorf! 
Let me never forget Thee^ vihat thou hast been to 
me in the night, by thy presence. In the day of 
trial', 'when I was beset in darkness, when I was 
cast out asa wandering bir^, when I wa^ assaulted 
with strong temptations, then thy presence in secret 
did preserve me; and in a low estate I felt thee 
near me^ When the floods sought to swe^p me 
away, thou set a compass for them, how far they, 
should pass over ; when my way was thrbugh the 
sea, and when I passed under the mountains, there 
was thou present with me. When the weight of 
the hilk was upon me, thou upheldest me, else 
had I sunk under the earth. When I was as one 
altogether helpless ; when tribulation and anguish 
was upon me day and night, and, the earth without 
foundation ^ when I went on the way of wrath, 
and passed by this gates of hell ; when all comforts 
stood afar off, and he that is mine enemy had 
dominion ; when I was cast into the pit, and M'as 
as one appointed to death ; when I was between 
the millstones, and as one crushed with the weight 
of his adversary, as a Father thou wast with me, 
and the rock of thy presence. When the mouths 
of lions roared against me, and fear took hold 
isf. my soul in the pitj then I called upon thee ill 
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tbe night, and my cries were strong before tfaee 
daily, who answeredst me from thy habitation, and 
deliveredst me from thy dwelling place; saying, 
J Tvill set thee above all thy fears, and lift up thy 
feet above the head of oppression*, 

*^ I believed and was litrengtbened, and Iby word 
was salvation. Thou didst fight on my part when 
I wrestled with death ; and when darkness would 
have shut me up, then thy light shone about me^ 
and thy banner was over my head. When my 
work was in the fomace,^ and as I passed through 
the fire, by thee I was not consumed, thoi^h the 
flames ascended above my head. When I beheld 
the dreadful visions, and was amongst the fiery 
spirits, thy faith stayed me; else through fear I 
bad fallen. I saw thee and believed^ so the enemy 
could not prevail* 

** When I look back into thy works, I am asto* 
nished ; and see no end of thy praises. Glory, 
glory, to thee, sailh my soul ; and let my heart be. 
ever filled with thanksgiving. Whilst thy works 
. remain, they shall show forth thy power. Then 
didst thou lay the foundation of the earth, and 
ledst me under the waters; and in the deep didst 
thou show me wonders, and the forming of the 
world. By thy hand thou ledst me in safety tilt 
thou showedst me the pillars of the eartb» The* 
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did the heavens shower down ; they were covered 
"with darkness and the powers thereof were shaken, 
and thy glory descended. Thou filledst the lower ^ 
parts of tlie earth with gladness, and the springs 
of the valleys were opened. Thy showers de-. 
ecended al^undantly ; so the earth was filled with 
virtue. Thou madest thy plant to spring, and the 
thirsty soul Became as a watered garden. Then 
didst thou lift me out of the pit, and set me forth 
in the sight of my enemies. Thou proclaimedst 
liberty to the captives, and calledst my acquain- 
tance near me. They to whom I had been a 
wonder looked upon me ; and, in thy love, I ob- 
tained favour in those who had forsook me. Then 
did gladness swallow up sorrow, vand I forsook all 
my troubles; and I said bow good is it that man 
be proved in the night, that he may know bis 
folly ; that every mouth may become silent in thy 
hand, until thou makest man known to himself, 
and bast slain the boaster, and showed him the 
vanity ^that vexeth thy Spirit'' 

Friated A. D. 1^59. 



The foregoing papers must convince every 
unprejudiced person, of the sincerity of James 
Kayler's repentaacei and I think will also eidte a 
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a feeliog of tender sympathy inrith him under ^*W- 
deep sufferings^ bodily and mental* They cer* 
tainly' represent him in an amiable point of view, 
and engage our attentioq ^nd respect^ as well 99^ 
our sympa^jr*. 

After his liberatidB^ he contiiiued some time m- 
London;, but it appears went once as far as Bris- 
tol, where in a public meeting he made confession 
of his offence, in so powerful a manner, as drew, 
tears from nearly all present ; and many who were 
not so before^ became reconciled to him., 

In the year 1660, he left Londonrwitir a view 
of returning to his family in Yorkshire^ In the 
course of his journey, he was seeaby a Friend of 
Hertford, sitting by the wayside ii> a very awftd 
frame of mind* The Friend invited him to his 
house, but he.declined the invitation, signifying his 
desire to press forward* He proceeded into Hu»- 
tingdonshire, travelling on foot, and was observed 
by a Friend in that county, passing through a 
town, with such a solemn countenance,^ as iiidi* 
cated his being redeemed from the earth, and as a 
stranger or pilgrim in it, who was seeking a better . 
country and inheritance* 

When he was a few miles north of Huntingdon 
lie wi^. taken ill, and it was said robl^ed and left 
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.boHud. Being found by a coimtryman, he yivm 
takeo to a Friend's, house at Holni> near King*f 
Ripton. At the latter place lived Thonua Pamel, 
a physicifui, \eho^came to visit him* After his 
friends had performed some kind offices to him^ 
iie said: ** You have refreshed my bodyi the Lor^ 
refresh your souls.'* He did not live long after 

• 

bis removal to this Friend's hoasej, but departed 
this life in peace, about the 9th month, 1660, ia 
the 44th yea? of his age, and was buried in Thomas 
Parael's burying ground^ at King's Ripton. 

About two hours before bis decease, he ex-* 
pressed himself to the following import: ** There 
is a Spirit which I feel, that delights to do ns 
evil, nor to revenge any wrong ; but delights ta 
endure all things, in hope to enjoy its own in the 
enda Its hope is to outlive all wrath and conten- 
tion, and to weary out all exaltation and cruelty,, 
or whatever is of a nature contrarv to itself. It 
sees to the end of all temptations. Aa it bears no 
evil in itself, so it conceives none to any other. If 
it be betrayed, it bears it ^ for its ground or spring 
is the mercies and forgiveness of God. Its erown 
is meekness; its life is everlasting love unfeigned; 
it takes its kingdom with intreaty and not with 
vContention, and keeps it by lowliness of mind. In 
God alone it can rejoice, though none else regard 
it, or can own its life. It is conceived in sorrow^ 
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and brought forth witliottt any to pity tt^ nor dotH 
it murmur at grief and oppression. It never re- 
joiceth but dirough sufferingSi for^ith the world's ^ 
joy it is murdered. I found it alone^ being foiw 
saken, I have fellowship therein with them who 
lived in dens and desolate places in the earth ; . 
who through death obtained this resunection aad- 
eternal holy life/' 



'^CHAPTBE IX. 



XIFEOF JOHK LILBURNE. 



According to the account published io 
&e Biographical Dictionary of 1798> in 15 octavo 
volumes^ this singular man was bom in the county 
of Durham, in the year I6I8. Though he was 
not, for the greatest part of his life, a member of 
the Society of Friends ; yet, as he at length re- 
ceived their principles and died in their faith, he 
seems to claim a place in these Memoirs. And 
th^ reader. is desired particularly to notice, the 
difference between the turbulence of the paitizan, 
which marked the early and the principal part of 
his life ; and the calmness and meekness of his 
latter days, after he had adopted the principles of 
the despised people, called Quakers. 

His father was possessed of a valuable estate, 
and resided^*iit Thickuey Purcbarden, the femily 
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but was soon dismbsed ; and in 1646, and some* 
succeeding years, he obtained decrees for a, pecu- 
niary remuneration on account of bis sufferings, 
out of the estates of those who were attached to 
the royal party. 

The civil wars now broke out with great vio- 
lence, and Lilburne of course attached himself to 
the Parliament. He entered the army as a cap- 
tain under the Earl of Essex, and was taken pri- 
soner in 4in -engagement at Srentford, but was 
exchanged for one considerably above his rank, 
after being tried at Oxford for high treason* 
When the Earl pressed the Scotch Covenant upon 
his followers, lilburne differed with him, , and 
through Cromwell's interest was advanced in the 
army. In this station he signalized himself on 
various occasions, particularly in the battle of 
Marston Moor, near York; and was advanced 
to the station of lieutenant-colonel, under the Earl 
of Manchester. This appears to have been the 
termination of his military career ; for, quarrelling^ 
with the Earl, he consequently lost his station 
under him, and he was also committed, first to 
Newgate, and afterwards to the Tower, for his 
improper conduct to the Earl, as Speaker of the 
House of Lords. He continued prisoner till the 
year 164B, when an order was made to discharge 
him from his • imprisonment, and to make bim 
^compensation for his sufferings. 



' 
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In the year 1649^ he 'was again brought to trial | 

for high treasoDy against Oliver Cromwell and the ' 

House of Commons ; both of whom be had repre- 
sented, in divers publications^ as destroying the 
liberties of the people of England. The express 
sions which he used in these publications, manifest 
the most undaunted courage in the support of 
those principles of liberty in which he had en- 
gaged. One of the publications was entitled, 
'' An Impeachment of High - Treason against 
Oliver Cromwell, and his Son-in-law Henry Ireton, 
£squires, late Members of the late forcibly dis- 
solved House of Commons, presented to public 
View, by Lieutenant Colonel John Lilbume, close 
Prisoner in the Tower of London, for his real, 
tme, and zealous Affection to the Liberties of 
this Nation .'' The bold title of this piece will 
convey an idea of the spirit in which it was writ- 
ten, and both Cromwell, and the whole Govern- 
ment as then constituted, are represented in such a 
degrading point of view, as must have been very 
galling to their feelings ; and, considering the point 
and ability with which Lilburne wrote, very in- 
jurious to their power. 

.In the course of his trial he mdnifestbd that 
Undaunted spirit and genuine love of liberty, which 
had always characterized him. So low was the opi- 
tiion which he entertained of the then existing 

V 
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government, that he declared what . he had done 
-was not only no high->lreason ; but ihat the govern- 
ment was such that no high* treason could be 
committed against it, and. that therefore all true 
"Englishmen were obliged to oppose the tyranny 
that was exerdsed. : 

« 

The trial lasted three days, during which Lil« 
f)ume pleaded his own cause with so much force 
of argument, tiiat the Jury unanimously acquitted 
him of the charges brought against him. 

IVhen the verdict was pronounced, the people 
in Guildhall, where be was tried, shouted for joy, 
for about half an hour; and the judges, who had 
used all the means .^hey could to ^condemn the 
prisoner, felt much chagrined twijth the verdict^ 
and with the demonstraticms of joy which it pro* 
duced. Jt appears from.ihis trial, as well as from 
various other . circumstances, that nmch dissatis- ' 
faction existed wil^ the ruling powers, -who had ■ 
disappointed "the expectations of Hie people ia 
various matters, which they had given reason to 
suppose w^ould be reformed^ iti case they came 
into power ; and this disappointment so operated 
upon Liibume's irritable mind, as to produce the 
violent conduct fuid expressions for which he ' 
^'as tried. 
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Lilburne iivas do doubt a man of a turbulent 
spirit ; so much so^ that it was sarcastically said 
of him, if he only were left in the world, if ohn 
would be against Lilbume, and Lilburne against 
John. He, however, possessed an honest inde* 
pendence of mind, with a consistent love of 11-^ 
berty. Many as well as himself had risqued their 
lives, in opposing the monarchy and hierarchy of 
the preceding rulers; and they vainly hoped, that 
after demolishing a government which was disa- 
greeable to them, and of which they had many 
just causes of complaint, ihey should be able to 
erect one that would be perfect. In this, how* 
ever, as is commonly the case, they were sorrow- 
fully disappointed; and according to their own 
representations,, they were much more dissatisfied 
with the new than with the old state of things. 

It rarely happens that those who are instru-^ 
mental in the destruction of existing governments^ 
are qualified to supply their ' places with better. 
But in all tliese commotions, the eye of the 
Christian is directed to that over-ruling Provi- 
dence, who makes th^m ultimately conducive to 
his glory, and to the benefit of mankind. ' " His 
way is in the whirlwind and in the storm, [politi- 
cal as well as natural,] and the clouds are as the 
dust under- his fe^t.'' 

F d 
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■In 1651, lilbume involved himself in fre&h 
contention, in consequence of which the Parlia- 
'jnenfBned him 7000 i^ and banished him from the 
nation. Before- the ^ct of banishment vcould pass, 
Jbe fled to Amsterdam, but, returning M^ithout 
leave, he was again arrested «nd imprisoned* 
Dover Castle was, in 1655, the place €»f --his con- 
finement; and it waa during his Te»idenee there, 
that he was visited by Xiuke Howard, a. Friend of 
that town« By his religious conversation he was 
not only convinced of the Principles of the Society 
te which Howard belonged; but his mind became 
{settled in a degree of calmness, to which he had 
before been much a stranger. His wife had mani- 
fested much affectionate attachment to him in his 
sufferings, as he bad also done to her, iknd ktiow- 
ing, I suppose, of the. alteration which had taken 
place in het- husband's mind, she endeavoured to 
strengthen him with the following advice, in a 
letter which she wrote to him. 

'' My Dear, Retain a sobi^r; patient spirit within 
thee, which I am confident thou shalt see will be 
of more force to recover thee, than all thy keen 
metal hath been. I hope 6<ld is doing a work 
upon thee and me 'too, as shall make us study 
ourselves moretbariWfc have done." 

Tliis advice Was 'io grateful, to her hiisbanidl, 
that in replying to her, he repeatcd'it, with these 
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dbderv&tfons : ''' Oh my dear I<jve ! I am' deeply 
entered into my part of it* The mighty powef of 
God enable' ikee to get in too/ and also to go 
through thine; and effectuiJIytt^ go cheerfully 
and willingly along, hand in band*intb'nie; which 
would render thee'mueh more amiable, lovely^ 
and pleasant iir my^ eyes,* although thou wert 
clothed in rags, than thou couldst be to me in thy 
drawing back, or standing still where thou waat^ 
ivhen-Llast saw thee^ though therein thou wast 
clothedtall over with rich and outwardly glistering 
earthly diamonds, and in the greatest of earthly 
grosgerity."* 

f 

^' I am sorry thou art so straightly put' to it'fer 
money ; but to live on God by faith, in the depth 
of straights, is the lively condition of a christian* 
O ! that thy spirit could attain to this, according to 
thy desire in thy letter, and my own present frame 
of spirit. I now can contentedly feed u|H>n bread 
and cheese,, and small beer alone, for saving of^ 
money* 



u 



And for my liberty, about which thou so 
weariest and spendest thyself, as thy letter ac- 
quaints me thou dost, I can say to thee, that I ani 
in my present temper of spirit, really ready witb 
Peter, at the sight of the glorious transfiguration 
of Christ, to sa^ : ' It is good being here ;' for 

F 3 
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here, in Dover Castle, through the loving kindness 
of God, I have met with a more clear, plain, and 
evident knowledge of God and myself, and his 
gracious ou^oings to my soul, than ever I had in 
all myJife-time, not excepting my glorying and 
rejoicing condition under the bishops. And now 
submissively and heartily I can say, the will of my 
Heavenly Father be done in me, by me, and for 
roe ; in whose will I leave thee and thine, with all 
Ay and my friends, and rest thine in the strength 
of renewedness of true love. 



" JOHN LILBURNEJ 



M 



"From Dover Castle, the place of the 
present enjoyed, delightful Dispeih* 
sation of the eternal, everlasting 
Love of God to my Soul, the 4th 
of the 10th Month, IGSiJ^ 
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Although Lilburne had imbibed the Pritfcipler 
of Friends in general^ it seems' to have required 
considerable time to convince him that fighting 
was inconsistent with the spirit and precepts of 
the gospel. This prevented him, for some time^ 
from signing a declaration never to draw the sword 
against Cromwell's Government, which would 
probably have earlier obtained hiip his liberty. 
JBut continuing faithful to the discoveries of the 
laght of Christy he became so fully convinced 
of this gospel doctrine, that be gave forth the fol" 
lowing paper iti print* 

^ I have now the faithful and true witness in 
Biy own soul, that the Lord himself is become, 
within me, the teacher of my soul> and enabler of 
me to walk in a measure of his pure ways and 
paths; yea, and so clear a teacher within roe, is he 
already become unto me, as that I with confidence 
believe my inward teacher shall never now mor^ 
be removed into a comer ; but is, and shall be, as 
a continual voice speaking in my ears : ' This is 
the way, walk in it/ By this divine teaching I 
am now dail\' taught to die to sin, and led up by 
it into living power, to be raised up and enabled to 
live in a pure measure of righteousness : and by 
which inward and spiritual teachings, I am, I s^y 
' again^ led up into power in Christy by which. I 

V 4 
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particularly can, and do hereby mtaess, that I am 
already dead or crucified to the very occasioBs 
and real grounds of all outward wars, and carnal 
sword fighting) and fleshly busllijigs and contests ^ 
and that, tlierefore, confidently. I now believe^ I 
shall never hereafter be a user of a temporal 
sword more, nor a joiner with those that do so* 

** And this I do here solemnly declare, not in 
the least to avoid persecution, or for any political 
ends of my own, or in the least for the satisfaction 
of the wills of any of my great adversaries, or for 
satisfying the carnal will of my poor weak afflicted 
wife; but, by the special movings and compulsions 
of God, now upon my soul, am I in truth and 
) ighteousness compelled thus to declare ; that so I 
may take away from ray adversaries all their fig- 
leaf covers or pretences, for their continuing of 
my every way unjust bonds ; and that thereby, if I 
must yet be an imprboned sufierer, it may this 
day forward be, for the truth as it is in Jesus ; 
which truth I witness to be truly professed and 
pr^tised by the savouriest of people, called 
Quakers. 

ft 

'* And to this my present declaration, which I 
exceedingly long and earnestly desire to have in 
print, and for which I know that I can cheerfully 
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and assuredly lay down my life, if I be called to 
witness the truth of it^ I subscribe my name^ 

^ JOHN LILBURNE." 



^^ From tny innocent and every way 
causeless captivity, in Dover Cas- 
tle, the place of my soul's delight-* 
ful and contentful abode, where 
I })ave really and substantially 
found that which roy soul many 
years has sought diligently after, 
and, with unsatisfied longingness, 
thirsted to enjoy,this present 1st day 
of the week, being the 4th of the 
3d month, 1655."* 



From Sewell's account it appears tbkt Iilbura& 
continued a prisoner till aFter.the death of Crom<- 
^'ell> when he was released. But it is said in the 
Biographical Work already noticed^ that he set^ 
tied at Eltham, in Kent^ passing the remainder of 
his days in undisturbed and undisturbing tran^ 

♦ I am apprehensive this should be l'6o(3} in which year I 
find, in Whiting's Catalogue, a piece published by Liiburne, 
entitled, " The Resurrection of John Lilburne, now aPa^^ 
goner in Dover Castle, dec^red and ma^lfeste^i/^ 

T,5 
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quillity; andtbat be died there in l657* How 
ever^ Sewell, whose account I take to be correct; 
sayg, that he died in London in 1660^ continuing 
steadfast ta the doctrines he had embraced. 

In this instance we have a striking proof of the 
influence of true Christianity. Naturally of a 
turbulent and irritable disposition, fostered by 
circumstances wliich led to the continued indul- 
gence of his inclinations, the entire change in 
Lilburne's habits and views, during the prime of 
life, affords a remarkable example of that conver- 
sion, which the Apostle describes, under the figure 
of becoming a- Tzeis? man. Happy would it be if 
Christian belief were more generally thus in- 
flueucial i 



^ 
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LIFE of GEOUGE FOX the Yomg^\ 



St does not appear that tEe subject of thia 
Memoir, was any relation to the individual whose 
life confrtitutes llie iirst volume of this work. Ho 
was called the Younger. for the sake of distinction, 
both of them being eminent Members and Minis- 
ters of the Religious Society to which they be- 
longed. He was a. native of Charsfield a village 
about five miles north of Woodbridge, in Suffolk. 
Of the time of his birXb, or the circumstances of 
bis pficentSy I find no notice. He joined the So-* 
ciety of Friends- about the year 1655, and both 
laboured and suffered much in support of thos9 
gospel trntbsj wluch he mosl surely believed* 
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He was present at the General Quarter Sessions 
held at Edmundsbury the 9th of October, 1655, 
where George Whitehead and two others were 
<:onvicted as " Common Disturbers of Magistrates 
and Ministers;" though neither of them had spoken 
a word to any Magistrate or Minister, before they 
were taken into custody. The justices who com- 
fnitted them were their sole accusers, and incensed 
the others against-them ; and an ignocant jury be* 
mg impannelled, they, by direction of the court, 
soon found the prisoners guilty; on which they 
were fined 20 nobles each, and committed to pri- 
son till payment should be siade. George Fox 
the Younger observing the hard treatment of his 
friends, and especially the prejudice expressed by 
Justice Gurdon -against them, was troubled at it, 
and thus addressed the justice as he was comii^ 
out of the sessions hou^e. ** Repent of thy unjust 
actions this day, for otherwise thou canst not 
escape the just judgments of God»" 

V^xi hearing these words, Justice Gnrdon 
laid hold on him, and had him before the bench, 
where sureties were demanded till the next ses- 
sions, and on Ins non-compliatice he was sent to 
.prison with. his friends. Here their usagd, as was 
'too frequently the case, was very hard ; for they 
^ece lodged in the common ward among feJon^ 
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in a low dungeon^like place, under the market* 
house, with a damp earthen floors where they- lay on 
rye straw. They appear also to have incurred the 
anger of the jailer, for not purchasing his strong 
liquors, and for testifying against the drunkenness^ 
and swearing, and other disordeia of his house. 

In the time of their imprisonment, we are in-» 
formed that George Fox received a gift and parf 
in the, ministry of the gospeL He and other 
fellow-prisoner» were released hj an order of 
Cromwell and his Council, dated 1 6th October, 
1606, which extended also -to th^ friends impri- 
soned at Colchester and Ipswich* At Bury the 
order was -executed by Sir Francia Russel, a cod* 
scientious and compassionate man, averse to per* 
seciition. Ue sent bis clerk to see the prisoners 
set at liberty ; and instead of an order for them to 
be sent home, he kindly gave them an order or 

• warrant to produce in their defence, if occasion 
.should require, that they might travel wiihout 

• molestation* 

During his imprisonment, and after his libera* 
4ion, he publisheA many religious addresses to 
people of various classes, particularly to the Army 
and Parliament. These contain much interesting 
matter ; and his plain dealing and prophetic wara- 
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iogs remarkably manifest die mtiepidity of Iw 
spiiit, and the deamess of fais views* The fol* 
lowing par^raph addressed to ** the Army and 
Committee, that had turned out the Parliament,'* 
appears to deserve transcrilnngy for the justness* of 
its sentiments, and the predicting voice of its 
declarations.. 

*' Meddle not to establish reEgioB- and teachers 
by an outward law, for verily if ye do, ye will be 
broken. Let that alone to Christ, whose work it 
is. Consider all diat went before you of late 
years, that would be meddling with such things, 
tiie Lord broke them to plecefr^ and they were 
warned in their day as ye are now. And let not 
the victories which ye have obtained, nor being 
preserved ini so many overtumings, wherein ye 
have been made instnimentai ; nor your strength, 
courage, nor wisdom puff you up ; for thus saith 
^e Lord God, even as earthen vessels are in the 
hands of a potter, (who hath power to dash them 
one against another untit diey be broken, or to 
bseak them in pieces by another thing that appears 
more weak than tbey^) even so are you in my hand, 
saith the Lord; and I can confound your wisdom, 
and take away your courage, and smite you with 
faintness and dauntedness of spirit in the twinkliog 
of an eye. Hierefore, seek not yourselves, for if 
ye do, jour day will be short.*' 



/ 
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In ike year I65d, as he was preaching in a 
meeting at Dunstall or Tunstall, in Suffolk, he 
M'HS violently opposed by one John Tokely, who, 
in a, furious manneri came towards him with a 
drawn sword; but when he saw that George faced 
him withput fear, he retired and fetched a loaded 
gun, which he fired at him, and the shot went 
over his head. George undaunted, contiuued his 
preaching undisturbed at the occurrence, which his 
opposer observing, from the force of sudden con- 
viction, exclaimed: .** Your faith is strong ;'' and 
went away. 

At another time, as the subject of thiff Meraoiv 
was preaching in the market-place at Aldborough^ 
he was seized by a bailiff and put out of the town ; 
but he soon returned, and had a meeting there, at 
a widow's house, the same evening; whence he 
was taken and sent to prison. He was not how- 
ever long detained; for, in four days after, we 
find him again preaching to the people in the 
flteeple-house at Southwold, after the priest had 
done; but his christian concern for them was ill 
requited by the ruder sort, who beat him, threw 
liim violently upon the atones, and haled him 
through the streets to die bailiff's house, who 
committed him to prison, and ordered him to be 
put into the inner ward^ to prevent his speaking 
to the people* 



r 
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In the 11th mouth, 1669, he wrote to the Par- 
Jiament and their Army, whom be thus addressed : 
^* Your day into darkness is turned; the sun is 
gone down over you y you have had a large day, . 
and power given unto you; to have done, the will 
of God; but your have abused your power,. and 
slighted your day,, and yoi» Have refused to^do the 
Lord's work, and have sought to serve yourselves, 
and not the Lord. Therefore, in justice and 
righteousness is tlie day wherein. you might have 
wrought for God^. taken from you, $uid the thick 
dark night of coafusionis come upon you,- wherein 
you are groping and stumbling, and cannot work. 
The decree is- gone out against you, and cannot 
be r^calledL'^ Tliis is- the. comnEiencement of his 
address^ . smd he goes on much in the same straioi 
laying upon them dieir unfaithfulness to the cause 
which they at first espoused, and showing them in 
plain terms the consequence of their unfaithful* 
ness. A copy in print was delivered to each 
Member of Barliament before General Monk 
came to Liondon* 

In the year 1660| while he was travelling in the 
work of the ministry in the county of Essex, his 
mind was drawn to appoint a meeting at Har- 
wich, at which place the magistrates had mani- 
liBsted ajjxersecutiog disposition tawardsbis friends. 
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On the day appointed for the meeting, which wa» 
oa the first of the week, the magistrates compelled 
a hoat> which contained- about forty persons coming 
to the meeting, from the Su£Folk side of the river^ 
to return with its. passengers. Two men, servanCr 
of Robert Grassingham, a shipwright to the ad«*- 
miralty, whom thdir master had .sent to bring some 
Frienda over; the . river^ were not only prevented 
from executing their master's direction ; but were 
put inta the slocks and continued there for. several 
hours.. 

Notwithstanding these acts of illiberaHty anJ: 
violence, the meeting was held for a considerabie 
time without < interruptiony and George Fox 
preached to the people about two hours ; but be* 
fore the naeeting was -quite finished, a great* com-* 
pany of sailor» and olthers came -to^ the house 
wh^e it was held, and behaved with great rude- 
Bess> usiflg very violent and abusive language* 
His zeal was- ju&tly kindled on4his occasion, and 
feeling what he thought sufEcient authority,, he 
proclaimed.: *' Wo^ wo, unto the rulers of this 
nation, who sujSer such ungodliness as this, and do 
not seek to suppress it.'' This, probably with 
some addition, was soon reported to the magis-- 
trates, who came, and ordered: their officers ta 
apprehend him in the kin^s name^ Charles the Sd 
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being then restored. The mayor,, ivitbont any 
miltimas^ or pointing out any law> that had beeo 
broken, committed him to. prison^ where his friend, 
Bobert Grassingham^ Toluntarily* and oot of pure 

love^ accompanied him and continued widi him. 

* 

Before his removal from Harwich, he wrote ta 
King Charles on. his restoration. This he entitles^ 
** A noble Salutation and a faithful Gireeting unta 
thee Charles^ Stuart, wha art now proclumed. 
King of England,. Scotland, France, and Ireland/* 

The following paragraph from the conclusioa 
will show the plain dealing which he used towards 
the king, as well as to those who had hold of the 
Feins of government, before his restoration. 

'^ And now. Oh King! as thou expects die blea* 
nog and presence of the Lord with thee, in thy 
government, fear and dread his presence, by stand- 
ing in awe of his living witness, the Light which 
he hath placed in thy conscience, to guide and 
direct thee in all thy ways, that his wrath may be 
turned away from thee; that so this Scripture 
may not be fulfilled upon the people of this 
nation : God gave them a king in his anger, and 
took him away in his sore displeasure. But if it 
riiould prove so^ I shall have peace, for I am clear 
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of thy blood ; inasmncfa m in plainness I have let 
thee see how thii^s have been, and how they may 
or shall be, and wherein thy danger stands, and 
how that righteousness eidy establisheth the throne. 
And my desire is, if it be the will of God, that 
thou mightest consider them in the principle o£ 
life and wisdonii and thereby come to be saved 
from that destruction, which, in God's eternal. 
Ught, I see thee in great danger of/' 

The address from which the above extract is 
iBade, contains a great variety of matter on various 
subjects relating to the government. It was dated 
from Harwich jail, the l6th of the 3d month 
called May, 1660, and a copy of it in manuscript, 
was delivered to the king by Richard Hubber* 
thorne, the 4th of the 4th month following; and as 
many of the subjects treated of in this address 
might be of use to others, as Well as to the king, 
it was printed for general service. 

After they had continued some time in prison 
at Harwich, a nuttimus was sent to the jailer, ia 
"which Fox was falsely charged with causing a tu«^ 
mult in that borough, and disturbing the peace 
thereof. After this step was taken, the busy ma« 
giatrates informed the parliament of the imprison* 
meat not only of Fox, but also <^ Grasungham.; 
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flod tbe House ordered them both to be sent to 
London. The latter had^. however, left- tbe pii' 
son, and. gone to London, on hi^own busineasr 
whence, he was returning by order of the admiralty 
boards when the sheriff* of the county, who was 
conducting George Fox,, took. Grassingbam alacr 
back to London, where they were delivered to tbe 
custody of the serjeant at arms, who committed 
them to. Lambeth House, with orders for them to 
be strictly watched, in case any of their fiiends^ 
should, visit tbenu 

For SIX weeks they were confined* to their 
chamber, without the usual liberty of walking iir 
the yard. When they had' been thus confined^ 
about three weeks, they dJ-ew up a paper, to be 
laid, before the parliament, and sent it to the 
speaker^ wbo^ however, did not communicate it. 
It was therefore printed and' distributed among 
the members, but without any effect; it' being 
alleged that the address and contents of the paper 
rendered it inadmissible. A member of the house, 
after they had been confined about fourteen weeks, 
moved the consideration of Uieir case, upon which 
it appears that an order was immediately given, for 
their liberations 

This order was rendered ineffectual by the oneT 
avarice of the serjeant at arms^ who demanded 
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iSty pounds for fees, and ten pounds per we^k for 
chamber rent Not complying with this exorbitant 
demand, their Confinement was protracted for a 
considerable time longer; and it is probable that 
didr liberation was at length directed by the privy 
<:ouncily to whom their com was referred. .From 
the date of >some papers, I find George Fox a 
prisoner in Westminster Palace Yard Gate^house 
in the ist month, 1661.* It also appears that 
he was liberated before the 4th month of that 
year. His arrest at Harwich was in the Sd month 
•of the ^preceding year, 4B0'that he was k^pt prisoner 
about a. year, without being brought to any legal 
trial. So perverted was the administration of jus- 
tice in those times* 

This long confinement was not spent in idleness, 
1)at the prisoner employed his pen and, when op* 
portunity offered, his tongue also, in promoting 
the cause for - which he suffered. Among other 
publications, one was entitled, *' His Faith touch* 
ing four Particukirs demonstrated.*' 

1st, Concerning Jelus Christ the Satiour df 
the World. 

* It is possible that this imprisoniheAt in Westibin^ttr 
"^as not a contiDoance of the former at Lambeth, and that 
an interval of libertj^took place between the times of - his 
*teing a prisoner at Lambeth and Westminster. 
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dd, Concerning Justification. 

Sd, Concerning ^he Resurrection. 

4^f Concerning everlasting Glory and eternal 
-Misery. ^ 



' On all these topics be explains the views of 
himself and his friends at considerable lensfth. 
On the subject of Justificatioe he expresses him- 

*self thus: "I do believe no man can be justified 
by the works of the law, nor hy any work of his 
own; but he or she that is justified in the sight of 
God, it is freely by bis grace, through faith in 

'Christ Jesus, who creates such unto good works, 
^hich God hath ordained, that they that are justi- 
fied should walk in them J* 

The foUowing^cknowledgment to Drvine power 
and goodness, writtenabout this time, also appears 
deserving of a place in this Memoir. 

• 

'' Surely it was thee, Oh Lordl that gave boHnds 
to the sea, that the floods thereof could not over- 
whelm thy chosen. Thou canst let forth the 
w^inds, and suffer a storm ; and thou canst make a 
calm when thou pleasest. Have thou the glory 
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of all, Oiou King of Saints ! thou Saviour of Israel ! 
Thou canst do Mfhatever thou pleasest, therefore 
will we trust in thy name; neither will we fear 
i^'hat man can do unto us, because thou wilt not 
forsake us, but thou wilt plead our cause in the 
sight of our adversaries, and they shall know that 
Aou art our God, who art able to save to the 
uttermost. 

• 

*' OhXiord, oar righteousness! we ivill praise 
thy name, for thy mercies endure for ever. Our 
eyes. Oh God! are unto thee, for we have no other 
helper. Our faith. Oh Lord! stendeth in thee, 
"who canst not forget thy people. Thou hast re- 
deemed and brought up Jacob, who wrestleth 
M'ith thee, and prevails as a prince; dierefore must 
the blessing come. Oh Lord ! the birtii,^ the birth 
crieth unto thee, thine own elect, wrhich has long 
been oppressed. Thou canst not deny thyself, 
therefore have we faith, and hope which maketh 
not ashamed. Oh Lord! 'how unsearchable are 
thy ways ! Thou hast even amazed thy people with 
the depth of thy wisdom; thou only wilt have the 
glory of their deliverance, and therefoi*e hast thou 
suffered these things to com€! to pass. Oh Lord! 
thou art righteous in all thy judgments; only pre- 
Serve thy people, which ihou hast gathered and 
^ilt gather unto thyself, in the day of trial, that so 
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Ifaey may nng of fli j po wer^ ani magnify thy name 
iiLthe land of the living. 

-^' Geoe0e Fox, the younger.** 



^In the r4th month/ I66I, it^appears that a tem- 

i|)orary cessation of persecution had taken place, 

^at which, time he wrote to his friends in this man* 

ner: " O! that, patience might be abode in by all 

that know his name^ and his mil submitted unto 

^by them that he' hath called. O ! be still, atrivc 

1 not, but idriok the cup which ^my Father suffereih 

to be given : I know it will be bitter to «ome ; 

but whosoever strive th against it, shall come to 

loss and shame; for the'Lord will yet further try 

rfcis, people, till it helFtillyand clearly manifest who 

are approved in' his sight. This he will certainly 

do; therefore let not the present calm beget a 

vrrong security in any ; for lo ! the day > hastens and 

comes swiftly, Ih^t another storm must arise; and 

in vain will it be to fly to the tall cedars or strong 

oaks, for shelter, for nothing ^but Bie name of the" 

Xord can.pre8erve^in that day.^^ 
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This prediction was sboii fulfilled; for in the 
succeeding year above one hundred Friends were 
confined at one time . in Newgate, where several 
died. And a few years afterwards the Conven- 
ticle Act was passed, which subjected the Society 
to perhaps more sufferings than they had pre- 
viously undergone. But before any of these 
events took place, tliis extraordinary man finished 
his labours and sufferings in and for the Church 
Militant, dying at the close of this year, 1 661, or 
the beginning of 1662. In his last illness he ex- 
horted his friends to " keep in that unity for which 
he had long travailed, and to keep their garments 
unspotted by the world, because great was the day 
of trial which was then at hand." When he was in 
great bodily weakness, he lay as a man daily re- 
newing hi? strength in the Lord, whose living 
presence so animated his departing spirit to the 
last, that he said, he would even shout and sing 
for joy of heart. Thus exultingly did he terminate 
his existence in this world, and there is good rea- 
son to believe is added to the church triumphant 
in heaven. 

« 

A- Friend who subscribes himself I. P. and 
^hom I suppose to be Isaac Pennington, speaking 
of the ministry of this George Fox, describes it 
in figurative terms: "As thunder to the rocks* 

o 
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and mouatains ; and streams of sweet toSlk, wine, 
aikid honey to the blessed living babes of thef 
blessed living God.'^ 

Soon after hb decettse, bis writings were toU 
l6tt^d ind published in a smsdl octavo Tolttme; 
contaijitog about 288 pag<ed. 
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XHIS f'riend was one of the earliest members 
of the Society in Lancashire* He lived, and I 
suppose was born at Yelland in that county. His 
parents were respectable), and his father a man of 
landed property. Richard was their only son. 
He early manifested a religious disposition of 
mind) and, as was the case with many serious peo- 
pie at that time, entered into the Parliament'^ 
army^in which he became an officer; and so great 
vas his godly zeal, that he sometimes preached to 
hb fellow-soldiers. After he was cominced of ' 
the prinoples of FrieodS) he left his military em- 
pioymenty and became a soldier in the Lamb's 
warfare, enlisting himself under the banner of Christ 
Jesus, the Prince of Peace. So early as the 
year I60C, he went forth in gospel service; and 
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afterwards suffered mucb for his religious prin^ 
ciples; 

In 1653, the miiyor of Chester sent him to 
jail, and detained him there eight days, upon a 
bare information of his visiting John Lawson, 
in prison. 

r 

In the year 1654^ lie and George Whitehead 
travelled into Norfolk, and coming to Nx>rwicb, 
he wa^ concerned to speak to a priest in the graven 
yard, on which account ^he was taken beforie the 
magistrates. Coming into their presence with his 
bat on, he was committed to the castle, where be 
continued a prisoner great part of the succeeding 
year. His companion; however, had much service 
in that city, in which a Meeting of Friends was 
then establised. It is most probable they were tbe 
first Friends who visited those parts. " 

' In giving an account of thesutfefei^iiS Cam- 
bridgeshire in the year 1656; Joseph Besse fui^ 
Dishes a further proof, that '^ Even christian 
charity itself, was by som^ tnagistrates reputed- 
criminal ; and Richard Hitbberthom and Richard 
Weaver, were sent to .jail only for visi|pig Ann 
Blakley in prison'; and Richard Hubberthom for ^ 
not departing the town [probably Cambridge} at 
the mayor's command, was sent to the house of 
correction for threie months/' 
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The nkme year we find that Richard Hub- 
berthom was taken out of a meeting in the 
county of Lancaster, bound hand and foot, and so 
carried and laid in the open fields, in a cold wior 
ter'snigbt. \ 

The next notice I^ find of BicWd Hubber- 

-Aom, is in the year 1660, when he had a long 
conference with Ch&rles the Second^ and some • 
others who were in- company with him. In this 
conversation; Richanl explained the Principles of • 

Friends^ so much to the king's satisfaction, that he 
repeatedly promised they should not any way suf- 
fer for their religious opinions* But though there 
is no reason to doubt the king's sincerity at the 
time, yet he was so easily influenced by others, 
that he seemed to forget what he had solemnly 
promised, on the word of a king. The very man 
to whom • this promise was made, was a proof 
of Ais weakness in the king's disposition, as will 
Ite related in the sequel. 

It seems that Richard Hubberthom continued 
some time in London; for in the same year that 
he had this conference with Charles the Second, 
We find him uniting with George Fox in drawing 
up a declaration of their abhorrence of plots and' ' 
warring, in order tp present it to the king and 
council. When it was finished and sent to the 
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presSy it was there seized ; but this arUtraiy ea- 
deavour to deprive them of the opporUiDity of 
vindicating themselves and their friends^ did not 
deter these bold asserters of Just libeity from pco- 
^ecuting their commendable design. They quicLlj 
drew up another declaration, got it printed, sent 
some copies to the king and council, and pub- 
lished the rest in their jusufipatiooj to the natioit 
at large. 

In 1661 ; he, with Edward Burrongh and George 
Whitehead, attended the parliament, to solicit 
against passing into an act, " A bill for preventing 
mischief and dangers that may arise, from cer- 
tain persons called QuakarSf, and others jrefusing 
( to take lawful oaths.^' 



t 



Tliey attended the committee several times, an^ 
were also permitted to give their reasons at the 
bar of the house; but it seems that prejudice, 
party animosity, and mistaken zeal, overruled thft 
clearest arguments adduced against it. 

In the 4th months 1662> notwithstanding the 
promise made to bim by the kiog^ he ipas vio^ 
lently dragged from a meeting in Bull and Moutb 
Street, and taken before Richard Brown^ alder* 
man, who pulled Hubberthom's hat with so mucb< 
violence that he brought his head OQdrly %o tfafr 
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ground. After diisTough treatment, he committed 
liim to Newgate, v4iere the prisoners were ao nn- 
Bierous, and the accommodation so poor, that he 
soon grew sick ; and within two months his suffer- 
ings terminated with his Ufeir 

Two days before his decease, some of his friends 
Tiaited him, and inquiring if there was any 
fhmg iipon his spirit, Ke said, that there was no 
need to dispute matters^, for he knew the ground 
of his salvation, and wa9 satisfied for ever in his 
peace with the Lord/' He also said : ** That faith 
which hath wrought my salvation I well know, 
and have grounded satisfaction in it." In the 
xnorning previous to his decease, he expressed 
himself thus to one who attended &im : ** Do not 
seek ^4iold me, for it is too strait for me^ and 
^ut of diis strailness I must go; for I am wound 
into largeness, and am to be lifted up on high, far 
above all.'' In die evening of the day he quietly 
departed this life> and thus sealed his testimony 
to those celigiousr principles, which he had con- 
Acientioustjr emhiaiced, and zealously promulgated. 

He WHS ft man of low stature, infirm constitu- 
tion, and a weak voice ; hut though he did not 
possess gracefulness of person, he excelled in the 
more noble faculties of the mind; being of an 
excellent natural temper, a man of much meekness, 

G 4 
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humility, and patience. He was of distinguisbed 
e(]uaiiimity, neither easily depressed in adversity, 
nor elated io prosperity; clear in judgment and of 
a quick understanding. 

Notwithstanding the weatiDess of bis voice, he 
\Tas a very able and successful minister of the 
gospel ; and great numbers, in different parts of 
the nation, were convinced and brought to the 
same faith and practice which be preached, as 
seals to the power and efficacy of fats gift. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



:LIFR OF WILLIAM AMES. 



^tE have no account of the birth of . FTiV/iam 
AmeSy or of his native country^ except, that John 
\Vhiting uientionsrbim ^as. being of Somersetshire. 
Jn his^ youth he iivaa of a cheerful tecpper^ and 
fond of the society of those of similar dispositions; 
but, in the gay aod unguarded indigencies of thi$»^ 
. inclination, he Mra» often disquieted in his mind ; . 
and, in consecj^ence, became a closer follower of 
the priests and teachers. He aUa exercised him- 
self diligently in reading the Holy Scriptures, 
'which, though it is a practice very excellent ixt 
itself, was not sufficient to bring him to true peacie 
. of mind with the Lord* 

Though he was of a quick understanding, and 

; capable of deducing much argument frojn the 

Scriptures \ yet be appears, for a time^ pot tp have 
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been favoored whb die Key of David, which onTy 
can unlock and open that rich treasury, and fur* 
liish from those abundant stores, the food conve- 
nient for the seeking, hungry soul. 

Tn this unsatisfied condition of mind, he entered 
into religions communion with the Baptist socie^, 
and became a teacher among them. At this period 
he was more strict and eareful of his conduct, and 
endeavoured to avoid the committing of sins; yet 
be found that the root from whence they sprung 
was alive in him ; and when he met with any thing 
contrary to his own will and mind, anger soon 
prevailed. Few appear to have been more fiiiiy 
and clearly taught the doctrine of the blessed 
Redeemer of men, when he said : '' Without me 
ye can do nothing." 

Hq could speak of justification, sanctificatioli^ 
and cleansing by the blood of Jesus, but was seA* 
sible he had not attained that pure washing; and 
«ven perceived that he was n« true member of 
Christ, because he bad not es^rienced regenera- 
tion, llius he learued that a high profession Was 
of no avaifji and that something beyond it was 
tssfeniia], to enable him to attain j» happy state 
and condition. 

Though the subject of this Memoir was tlius 
cfeirly sensible of one thing still lacking ; and, oft 
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Committing sin, felt in himself a swift witness, a 
monitor that struck him with terror ; yet he did 
not comprehend what it was. which in mercy thus 
disquieted his soul. 

*In adiiition to the ministerial office which he 
had taken upott himsetf, he likemse engaged as an 
•offioer in the army. In this^ capacity be was of a 
^strict lifebimsdf, and kefA his soldiers under a 
severe discipline; and when any of tkem 'were 
guilty of immorality on the first day of tlie week, 
be presently had them put under confinement and 
resti:aint« 

At length, in the year lG55, Mhikt Edward Bwr- 
rough aodlTrancb HewgiU were atCeik » Ireland, 
lie beard one or both of them preach, declaring 
&at what convinceih man of ^in, is. the Light of 
Christ, wbich enligbtcnetb ev^ry man that cometh 
into the world. This doctrine entered so deeply 
into his heart, that be embraced it, from firm con- 
yiction of its being the Tiiith; and walking ^v^th 
gr£at circumspection and fear before the X.ord, he 
found, that by diligent atttention to tliat Divine 
.principle wliicb inwardly reproved and condeinned 
him for evil, he came to be delivered from the 
power of sin, a^d to witness sanctificatioi^. ' 

He entered into the Society of the despised 
Quakers, and continuing in the way of godliness. 
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be hiiDself became a zealous preacher of that 
doctrine which had so ijeeply jienelcited his own 
heart. 

Id the vear iGoT, we find him at Ainsterdaiitr 
in compauy with a person of the name of 
Humble Thatcher, who doe^ not appear to have 
been ever full; in commnnion with our Feligious 
society. It seems, from the circumsuoce of their 
beiug conipajiions, and from William Ames being 
a man of extraordinary courage and boldn^s, that 
they were taLen up, on susptciou of havittg placed 
a paper on the door of the English meeting-bousei 
in that city ; hut of this charge William declared 
himself innocent ; and also that be knew not who 
was the author of the paper. This happened at 
the time when so many false reports were in print, 
concerning James* NuyleT, nhicb probably occa- 
sioned the magistrates to %e more apprehensive 
respecting ibem; and sending for William Ames 
.and -his companion to appear before tbcm, tliey 
were commanded to depart the town in twenty- 
tomr.hoiua. 

Persnaded of their own innocency, these coi>- 
ngeous and resolute men did not think proper lo 
obey the command. The next day, from a conr 
HcieotiouS scruple, not pnltii^ off their hats when 

fore the-magistrates, they were falsely consideietf 
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as not owning the subordination due to rulers; and 
after being kept in custody for some days, they 
were at night led through the lUguIars ^te, and 
banished out of the towa. . 



I 

"William Ames judging that he had committed 
no evil, ^returned the next day into the city, and 
passed the great market-j)lace called the Dam* 
Ofi this occasion it is said that some of the 
magistrates saw him and observed : " .Lo ! there 
is the Quaker ; .if we had a mind now to make 
iTiartyrs^ here would be an opportunity for it/' 
Sut it seems, as there was no proof of their hav- 
}\ig dobe any evil, the nijagistrates deeitied it safest 
to wink .at his return. 

He staid some time in the city, and the doctrine 
which he preached found some entrance, even 
among a few of the colle^jans.. At tliis time also 
his ministry proved con viiicingvto Jacob VVillianv- 
son Sewel, of Utrecht, free citizen aiid surgeon, 
resident .3t Amsterdam, and Judith Zinspenniqg 
his wife, who were the parents of William Sewel^ 
the historian of our society, and a lexicographer. 
These, ^with two or three more, were the first of 
oui* religious persuasion at Amsterdaiu* 

• 

In the preface to William Sewcl's History, he 
mentions William Ames as having had considerable 
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influence with several collegians when he was first 
at Amsterdam, who were so fully convinced of 
the doctrine 'he preached, that they approved of 
it ; and one of them, Adam Boreejs, so early as 
•ilie year 16&% b supposed by William Sewel, t^ 
have written a treatise in Latin, with a title signi- 
fy"*g> ** The Light upon the Candlestick," whicli 
contained the doctrines preached by William Ames^ 
and was «o expressed in the title page. Thia 
treatise Is translated into English, and forms an 
Appendix to William Sewell's ilitttory of our 
Sociey, 

About the year 155&, William Ames went into 
Germany, and visited the court of the Prince 
Elector, Charles Lodowick, who treated him kindly 
jeven at his own table, and seemed not to take 
any offence at his tiat being kept on, though the 
Jbrds and others present were imcovered. On 
one .occasion, as Ames was walkii>g ne«xt the 
prince, in his garden, with his hat on, die courtiers 
inquired of the pnnce, if they should questioa 
Ames for doing so ; but this he would not permit 
them to do. 

At another time the prince iSsed to have both 
liis chaplain and William Ames to dine with him, 
with a view, it seems, that William, whom he knew 
to be a bold man^ might find occasion to reprove 
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the chaplain. For this pnrposey when they were 
at diuQer^ the prince saffered his jester to come in, 
and on playing bis tricks the chaplain was silent. 
William Ames took oucoasion from this drotim- 
atance to reprove such vain actions 4 hwt clnefly 
aimed his remarks at the chaplain, whom, for his 
sHence at the lewd remarks of ^te jester, he cen« 
sured 111 'very plain terms ; which, however, ap- 
peared to afford satisfaction to the prince. This 
foct marks the uprightness, boldness, and firm in- 
tegrity of tlie character of William Ames. 

At Kriesheim, a town in the Palatinate^ not far 
Crom Worms, he found sudi entrance among the 
Baptists, that some families not only received the 
doctrine he preached, but bore public testimony 
for it there« till the settlement of Pennsylvania, 
when they unanimously went to that province, and 
thus providentially escaped the distresses which 
were occasioned by the war not long after ; in 
whiqh the Palatinate was laid waste by the French^ 
and tliowrandii were bereaved of their possession^ 
and reduced to poverty. 

The roniiiction which attended the ministry o# 

W^illiara Ames, in the hearts of some persons in 

'the Palatinate, occasioned a fine to be settled on 

those who gave him entertainment; but the Prince 

JElector being informed of it^ not oiJy took off 
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the &!€> but ordered seme of the Connstdryy ^o 
had sent for William^ to desist from molesting 
him. The Piioce's sister also behaved very kiodly 
towards Wiiiiam Ames, and received his^^exhorta- 
tions favourably* 

Tlie next year he went again into the.Palatinate> 
with John Higgitis, and visited the Prince Electoi:; 
he also sent a letter to the Prinoe^ with a book 
\vritten by George Fox, of which John H^gin» 
appears to have been the bearer. From the Cap- 
tain of the Prince's Guard, they understood that 
he was glad of William Ames's return ; and the 
Prince himself desired John Hi^ins to thank 
'VViUiam Ames for the letter and book; and addecl^ 
that he took their visit to him and his-fiimily very 
kindly, and believed that what they spoke, was ia 
.love to- their souls. 

William Ames also went to Hambur|b, Bo* 
hernia, and Dantzick, and from the latter . into 
Poland ; but it is not certain in what year. At 
Hamburgh and Dantzick he met with some wha 
received the doctrine he preached; but in Poland 
the people were too rude and haughty, for him to 
make an impression on their minds. 

I. > 

In the forepart of the year 1659, he went 
-9i&o to Rotterdam^ .where.be and one MaFtin 
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MartinaoD^ yiho bad been convinced byhiin, were 
impraoiied in tbe Bedlam diere, for having a 
meeting at Martinson's house. Tbe latter lived at 
>foordecbt, a village near Gouda, and was in tbe 
practice of /holding a meeting sometimes in bis 
own house, with some of bis ifober-minded neigb- 
bours, which caused a great commotion in the 
town ; and after a meeting held there, at which 
William Ames was present, they experienced 
much rude treatment. • In conseqence of this, 
they had «ome conversation \yith^ preacher, who 
charged William Ames with being a wolf and 
deceiver. William was desirous of having an op- 
portunity of clearing himself, .and by means of 
Martin Martinson got a time fixed for the priest 
to undertake the proof of his assertion; but instead 
of doing so, he had recourse to a. less troublesome 
expedient, and procured civil officers^ who took ' 
tbem botJb into custody* 

After being confined a little more than tfiree 
weeks in Bedlam, the under governor indirectly 
expressed a wish that they would escape; saying 
that be should not hinder them. William Ames^ 
not choosing to be reputed one who broke prison^ 
concluded the conversation with saying : '' Well, 
} intend to go out to-morrow." The next day 
they were suffered to go out^ and William went 
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wiA the depmtj before the fikegrave, not Aoomg 
to leave the town without seeing him. The Ale- 
gixwe bdbaved modentdj; but not jodgmg k 
digible for them to be leleased, expressed a denre 
for diem to letvm to dbe prison, with which they 
comidied, amd were detained some time longefi 
before they were set aft fiberty : WHliam then pro- 
eeeded on hb joumej in Germanj, and thence re- 
turned to hti native country; but after some time 
he went again to HoIIanc^ probablj with an iar 
tendon oi settling there. 

In l6iSSy he was taken from a Friends house ni 
liondon, with Samuel Fisher and three others, 
and aufiered a severe imprisonment in Bridewell ; 
but his health not being equal to endure such 
severity he was released, test he should die there. 
Such was the rage of perseeution at that time, 
that not only public meetings were interrupted, 
but private houses were broken into, and friendly, 
visits were constiued into meetings contraiy to 
Jaw. 



His settled abode at tins time was at Amstep* 
dam, to which place, after his release, he returned, 
with his bealth much impaired; and he did not 
very long survive the effects of the severity lie 
Winred in BridewelL In Ihe coorse of 
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jiesSf Mrhicb'was lingering, be was infomiedy that, 
anoBg die Baptists aiMl Collegians, it was reported, 
ha bad cbanged his sentiments, and was grieved 
/or having judged hira wrongfully. This he de- 
nied; and said that he still judged their way 
of worship, especially their disputadpns and 
will - W4>r8hipy to be out of the way of die 
Lord. In this belief he continued, and died in 
peace. ThiB \vjas in the latter part of the year 
1662. 

Williaoi Sewel thus concludes his account of 
tliis bold advocate, of the Light of Christ in the 
Heart. ^' He was indeed a zealous man, and 
diough some were ready to think be was too 
zealous, yet be was discreet; and I know that he 
wais condescending in indifferent matters, thinking 
ibat dftere were eustoms, which though not fol- 
lowed in -one country, were yet tolerable in ano- 
ther, lie was also generous ; and lest he might 
seem burthensome to any, he rather chose to work 
with his own handa.^ He did this, at wool-combing, 
during his last imprisonment in London. 

He published several small works, which are 
enumerated in John Whiting's catalogue of Friends- 
Books. In this list ajppears to be included ''The 
Light upon the Candlestick/' aheady noticed in 
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diis Memoir ; and from his name being in the 
litle-page, John Whiting might .suppose be was 
the author of it. 



C^UAPTER XIIX. 



rrne of edwjrd surrovgit: 



J'N thfe course of- reading whicli is necessary^ 
previous to i^riting my Bt(>graphical Notices, I 
perused tbe Testimf>ny of Francis Howgill co4|- 
cerning tbe subject df ttiis Memoir, and was so 
stmck with^t^e excellency of the! itiartter, and tbe 
sublimity of the expression^ fliat t thought it de- 
served reprinting by itarelf. Hence it becatni; a 
subject of coiisidersEtion, wBetHef I could do bet- 
ter than present my readers with this pfodoc* • 
tic«i. It is something above tfie style of sobet 
histoiy, yet the delineation is sd' strong, and the 
colouring, though high, there is reason to believe, 
^^ just, that I apprehidnd no one who is acquainted 
^ith the charact^ of Edward Burrough, will 
think that this picture of him is overcharged. As 
it also contains much biographical infontiation, I- 
have concluded to' give my account in the words 
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of this iRUaiate friend and felk>w4&boHrer in the 
Gospel of Christ. It may be proper to apprize 
the reader^ that the first part of tbis^Testimony, 
as it is called^ containfs an affecting IsunentatioB 
or elegical eulogy over his departed friend; 



FRAN^CIS HOWGILUs TESTIMONY 

CONCERNING t£l£ 

Life, Death, Trials, Travels, and Lahours, " 

ED WABtO BUHROUGH, 

That Worthy prophet of the LoRti. 

^' Shall days^ or months^ of years^ wear oat 
thy name as though thou hadst no being? Ob nay! 
Shall not thy noble and valiant aots, and nughty 
inrork3, which thou hast wrought^ dirough the 
power of Him that gave thee being, live in genera- 
tions to come ? Oh yes i The children that are 
yet unborn shall have thee in their mouths, and 
thy works shall testify of thee in generations who 
yet have not a being,, and shall count thee blessed. 
JDid thy life go out as the snuff of a candle? Oh 
nay! thou hast penetrated the hearts of many; 
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$Bd the memorial of the just shall live for ever, 
and be had in renown among the children of wis* 
dom for ever : for diou hast turned many to r^h« 
teousnessy and stiall shine as a star of God in the 
firmament of God's power for ever and ever; and 
tbey thai are ib that, shall see thee there, and ed- 
joy thee diere, diotiigh Aou be gone away hence^ 
and can no more be seen in mutability ; yet thy life 
aad thy spirit shall run parallel with immortality* 

• 

** Oh) Edward Burroiigk ! I canilot but mourn 
for thee^ yet not as one without hope or faith ; 
kiiowiilg and having a perfect testimony of thy 
well-being, in my heart, by the Spirit of the Lord) 
yet thy absence is great, and years to come shall 
know the wtmt of thee. Shall I not lament as 
David did for li worse man ^an thee ; even for 
Abner, when in wrath he perished by the hand ol 
J6ab> without any Jdst tmnse, though he was a 
Valiant man. '* David lamented over Jbner and 
9(tid: Died Jbner at a fool dieth? Oh nay! he 
VraB betrayed of bis life. Even so hast tiiou been 
heVi^^Ved tJf thy life, by the band of the oppressors^ 
whose liablta'tions arfe fi^l c^f cruelty. Oh mLy 
totil I come not thou within their secret ; for thy 
blood shall be i^<iuired at the hands of them who 
thirsted after thy life ; and it shall cry as Abel'd 
ivho >ivas it the faith ; even so wert thou. It shall 
Vri%h OS a ponderoois millstone upoia their necks^ 
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and shall emsh tUem under, and be as a worm 
Aat gnaweUi and siiall not die. 

" When I think npOn ttiee^ I am melttid into 
fears of true sorrow, and because of the want that 
the inheritance of the Lord hath of thee, my sub- 
stance is even^ as dissolved^ Shaili I not saj as 
David toid of Saul and Jonathan when they were 
slain in Mottnt Gilboa: 'The beauty of Israel is 
slain upon the high places;' even so wast thou 
stifled* in nasty holes and prisons, and' many more 
who were precious in the eyes of the Lord ; and 
surely precious wast thou to me, Oh dear Edward! 
' / am distressed for thee, my brother; very pleasant 
hast than been to me, and my love to thee was won" 
derfuly passing, the love ofwomenr. Oh thou whose 
bow never turned back, neither sword empty from 
the blood of the slain, from the slaughter of the 
nnghtyf who niade nations and multitudes sh^ke 
with the word of life in'tliy mouth; and wast very 
dreadful to the enemies of the Lord; for thou 
didst ciit like a razor; and yet to the seed of God 
brought forth, thy words diropt like oil, .and thy 
lips as the honey-comb. 

*' Thou shalt be recorded among the valiants 
of Israel, who attained to Ae first degree, through 
the power of the Lord, that wrought mightily in ' 
thee in thy day, and wiist i^ortby bf double honour. 



.!» 



♦^ ». ji ^ ^' * "^" wast expert 

ftave fWfen, and the .W„ of tire Lord have been 
many; „.„, fc,,, ,^, ^.^^^ «- b , 

^rough the power Of *e Word of Life; and ccSs ' 
of «re fron. thy Kfe, c.«e forth of thy IZl ' 
^at » many » ftiek«, «nd among n,a„y brit' 
and Aomjv rt .ame to be kihdied; and did devcu" 
mucb ,t«W,le Aat ^mbered the ground "^ 
J^mi«ea*e earth. <*, h.^ ce^L f /^^ 

thou give «, thy day, that made the host of thl 
uncircuracised greatly distresied ! 

« What mawHo valiant, though «» Goliath of Gatfi 
Wd not thy valour have encountered IZ ' 
Wbilejpany despised Uiy youth ! A.«J bow hit,ei 
yeen thee w.th thy ,Ii„g and thy stone (deseed . 

weaponsa, to war with,) wound the mighty f and • 
^at. which h,th see.«i contemptiWe t t ' . 

Dragon^arty, even «s the ja,v-bone of «, a^s > 

feeaps, as Sampson. Thou bast put thy hand ^ 
the hammer of the Lord, and hast oft Jfastened , 

d!!' '". fl^"^ "' *^ tobs enemies J as 
Beborah* did to Sisera; ,„d many . rough stone 
hast tho. polished and squan,d, and tie Ht ' 

tivelfj^^^T ""' '■"*' •"'" '''^''^"^''^ "^^-J '■" « %"'a- •• 
t.ve SMM for jA«t, to whom .be passage .llodes; • ■ 
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for the building of God; aod much knotty wood 
heat thou hewed in thy day, which was Bot fit fof 
the building of God's house; oh thou prophet of 
the Lord ! and {tbou] ^It for ever be recordefd ia 
the Lamb's book of life, among the Lord's worthies, 
Mfho have followed the Lamb through great tri^ 
l>ttlations, as maqy can witness for thee, from the 
beginning ; and at last hath overcome and [hath 
beenj found worthy to stand with ihe Lamb upoD 
Mount Sion, the hill of (iod, as I have often 
seen thee ; and thy heart well tuned as a harp to 
praise the Lord, and to sound forth his great sal- 
vation, which, many a time, hath made glad the 
hearts of them that did believe, ^and strengtheoed 
their faith and hope. 

"*' W^lt^ ^ou'ai-t-^t'rest, and bdfind up in di^ 
bbndle of life ; and I know tears iwere wipec( 
a^y from thy eyes, because there %a8 tio cause of 
sorrow in thee; fdr Ikifow thou witnessed tk^ 
old things ddtie ali^ay; arid tber^ was no eurtie ; 
bat blessings v^rli poured dpon thy head as rtixt, 
and peace as a mighty sfadwer ; and troidble VfHB 
far from thy dweHiilg,1^oiigh in the outwtird mala 
trbuble oii every sidA| and [thoii] hast had a 
greater shar^ ito that for the gospel's sake, though 
a youth, in thy time, than mady besides; but now 
thou art freed from that, and hast obtained a nuae 
through faith with the saints in lightr 
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V WbMf hadirt thou more to give up thaa- thy life 
for tbe name of JesiM in- ihis worlds Nay, and to. 
aeal diy. testiviony comnitled unto thf e with thy 
bloody as thoH hast often said in thy day, which 
shall remma as a ctown upon thee for ever and 
ever# Afid 09w then art freed from the temp- 
Cations of bu» who had 4he power of death ; and 
art freed from thy oatward enemies, who hated 
thee because of the Jile that dwelt in thee, and 
lematoest at tbe right hand of God, where there 
is joy and pleasure for evermore in the everlasting 
ligh^ which thou hast often 'testified unto, accord- 
ing to the word of prophecy in thy heart, which 
was given unto thee by the Holy Gbost; and art 
at rest iu the perfection thereof, ill the beauty of 
holiness ; yet thy life and thy spirit I feel as pre- 
sent, and have unity with it and in it, beyondall 
created and visible things which are subject to 
mutation mtd change. And thy life shall enter 
into others^ to testify unto the same truth, which 
is from everlasting to everlasting ; for God hath 
raised, and shall raise up children unto Abraham^ 
9f them that have been as deild stones, whose 
power is Almighty, great in bis people, in the 
0udst of their enemies. 

*' This same fedward fiuri'Qugh was. bom iti 
^e barony of Kendal, in die county of Westmore- 
land, of honest parenis, who hai(^ a good repoi^ 



amoDg Acir neigbbourt, for Hpri^t -and hontedt 
dealitig among men ; iMrh^^ brought up £dward iit; 
jbifl youth, iti learaing-^^wid good ediieatim as the 
country doth afford. He was -a very understand^ 
ing boy in his youths and his- knowl^e and un-^ 
^Wdt^nding did far exceed his years. He had tbe 
ipirit of a man when he was but a child ; and~E 
may say grey baks wer0<^|tpon^-liiBi ^&en he was" 
but' a yotttfai for he weES cIoAed widi ^sdom iir 
'his infancy; fof I badvperfeet <knowledge of bin 
froin a youth. He was inclinable from his youtlt 
upwards to religion, and die betft'-^ay, always 
minding the best things, and the best and nearest 
way of worship to the Scriptures ^f truth ; aiid 
always did accompany the' best men, who walk^ 
in godliness aiid" honesty ; insomuch! have ofteii 
admire* his discreet carriage, and his greslt under- 
standing of tfie thirigjr of God. H6 Was nevet 
known to be addicted to any Irice,. Or malignity, or 
^bad behaviour, iieithet foUowedanyfevil course of 
life from his cfaildfaood; but feared the Lord and 
walked uprightly, according to thie light and 
knowledge received in all tliic^lf. 

>'In his neural dispdsitionV he #&s bold Atd 
manly, dexterouJi and fervieiit; and Vi'iiat he took 
in hand,, he did it with his might ; loving,' kind, 
aiid courteous, niferdfbl arid flexible, and fosy to 
be entreated. His whol6 (telight was always 



J M P ii g good peo|de, and lo beconfcrring and reaAv 
lug thc^oriptureti and litde^a mind tng sports or 
paatimcs which there is aDUneidtiicj unto ia 
3PP«itb; bat* his Terj strength' was beoded after 
-Qod ; and [he] was-separated^ I nay njp from his 
births and Siting lor ^AitmrnVB sake^ wberennlo 
Ji^ after was called*^' 

• 

'' Aiid when it pleased the Lord to raise vp 

luito OS the ancient horn of salvation, among us 

.^o were teckooed tn the North part of Ei^and, 

^veri as: the outcasts of Israel, and as men destitnte 

^f the great knowledge which som^ seemed to^en- 

Joy; yet thecewasinore sincerity and true Ioy« 

'.andngst us, -and tiesires after the living, powerful, 

^presence of God, than was among many in that* 

'<day Yirho sesmed to make- a great flourish; who 

jan into lieaps and forms, but 1^ the cross behind 

:tbem,' and indeed were strangers to it. God out 

,jef bis everlasting love dad appear to us, according 

» tto the desire of our. hearts, who longed after Him. 

' Wbeunwe bad turned aside from hireling-shepherds 

itiAtts, we found him ^om our souls loved; av^f 

God out: of bis great love and great mercy sent 

.one unto ns> ^immediately, by his powjer, a mna of 

Ood, one of ten tfiousand> to instruct us in the 

<way of God more perfectly; who laid down llie 

eure fodndation, and declared the acceptable ye«r 

of the Lord ; who indeed made the mourners, tp 
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rejfHCe, and the heavy-hearteA glad ; mhith jet 
terrible to all hypoeriles and ail formal professKA^ 
mhich testimoDj reached uQt6 all our eonsdenoeSy 
and entered into the inmost part of ottr lieaitr; 
wbicfa drove us to a narrow search, and to a dilt- 
geiit inquisition conceniiDg our state, ^Aiidi we 
came to see, through the light of Christ Jesus, 
^vhich was testified of; and found it to be evea 
"A^hat it was test^edf <>f. 

*^ And the Lord of leaven and earth, we found 
to be near at hand; and as we waited upon Hitn in 
pure silence, our mind&out of all things, his dread- 
ful ppu er, and glorious majesty, and heavenfy 
presence, appeared is our assemblies ; when there 
urtis no language, tongue, nor speeds frona angr 
cireatiire ; and the kingdom of heaven did gather 
us, and catch us all as in a net ; and hid heavenly 
pov(:er at one time drew many hundreds to land*; 
that we came to know a plaee to stand in, and 
what to w^t in ; and the Lord appeared dtaSy to 
us, to our astonishment, amazement, and great 
^admifiatiou ; insomuch that we often said one uat6 
anodier, with great joy of ikeart: fVkaif is the 
kifigdom of, God c&meta he with menf And will 
he take up his tabernacle amwfgihe stms of men as 
he did of old? And what! shali we that were 
reckoned as the^outcasts of Israel, have this honour 
Sf&hru cQmmwkated amongst m, tjphichwere iM 



m^en €f tmall parts, and of Kitle abilities, in respect 
iffmany others, as amongst menf Howbeit, this it 
seemed good uiHo the Lord, to choose the weak 
things, and the foolish things of this worid, as to 
the aspect of men, diat no flesh might glory; that 
no man, hiecause of his parts, might glory, or be- 
cause of his strength or wisdom might glory ; but 
that the glory which is His, might be given only 
to Him ; unto whom be the glory of all his works 
Jhr ever and ever. AtstEif^ 

" And from that day forward, oar hearts wcfe 
•Icnit unto the Lord, and one unto another, in true 
-and fervent love; not by any external covenant, or 
external form ; but we entered into the covenant 
of life with God; and that was as a strofig obliga- 
tion or bond upon all our spirits, which united na 
-one unto anodier; and we met together in the 
.unity of the spirit, and of the bond of peace; 
treading down under our feet, all reasoning, ques^ 
tioaing, Klebating, and contending about-religion ; 
or any |Mirt or parts, or practice or practices 
thereof, as to any external thing. And we waited 
at time and times, as God did -grant us opportu- 
nities ; and the more we had and could obtahi 
from our neeessary occasions of thid present life, 
the better we were, and the more we were' con- 
£rmed and strengthened in our hope and faidi; 
and holy resolutions were kindled in our hearts^ ly 

H 4 
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, a fire which the life kincHed ui us, to serve Ae 

XfOrd while we had a beiDgi and to make aneiitiQn 

. of his name and power whilst we. did live ; and to 

, hold forth that testimony which was q^mmilted to 

'US, in the sight of men and toatiQus^ -by doctrkieB^ 

, hj practice, by a holy conf ersatioQ. - ^nd m^tUy 

did the word of God grow amon^t us, and the 

, desires of many were after the name of tt^ Lord. 

. Oh happy day ! Oh blessed day ! the memorial ol 

which can never pass.out of my mind. ;^nd thus 

the Lord, iii short, did form us to he a people for 

. his praise in our genera^oa. ' 

*[ Hbwbeit after all this and much more, wlii(ft 
time would fail me to write of, (neither is the 

• purpose ' &f my spirit bent that way at ^is time,) 

• we did come through very great tribulalians, ex^ 
: treme distresses, great perplexity; and passed ont 
, oftentimes hungry and hard pot <to' k> both within 

and without ; yet such was our love to the Lord, 
and such fervency in our iieartSi that we rather 
chose to die^^and to undergo eyery difficulty, than 
to dishonour or deny the name of Christ, m the 

• midst of suffering; i^ecause of that taste that we 
fhad of his goodness and immortal life, revealed im 

our hearts. This young man of whom I am speak-^ 

iog, had his share, though •but a youth of 16 or 17 

years of age. Because of die truth which crossed 

;aU the wodd^ji ways^ his nearest rdationsA «vea his 
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^ihra parents, cast him off as an slieoi and turned 
him oat from their house, as not. to have any part 
OF portion therein, as a son $ nay not so much as 
a hired servant, which this young Inan bore vecy 
patiently, without murmuring or complainingr 
having a taste of that, dien, which was better than 
all the world; and through conversing with his 
people, and amongst thenv th^ Spirit of the Lord 
came upon him, and the spirit of wisdom and ud-* 
derstanding entered into his heart; and the spirit 
of knowledge and sound judgment came to be 
seated in liia reins; and the spirit of prophecy 
came upon hitn, like as it did upon many more 
through the Holy Ghost's power and operation; 
and he spake -of the ^wonderful things of God 
among theni that believed, and was one of th^ 
iirst among, us, which the Lord opened the mouth 
of,i to sliow forth his praise, and to speak of the 
lUnga of his kingdom to as many ashe met witb| 
who wmted for th6 consolation of Israel, for the 
nches of the Gentiles, and to as many as desir^ 
and hopcd^ter- eternal life w 

*^ At last the Lord singled him out, and C9ta» 
snanded him to go forth into countries unktiown tb 
him; as«hedid some more besides ; upon whom l^ 
laid a necessity to preach the gospel freely, with* 
Out money, witliout priqe, without tithes, auginen- 
tations, .giftS; or rewards ; and in th^t he was. ar 

H 5 
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faithiill a mati, none exceeding him in bis genen^ 
tion ; for those things* were an abhorrence to his 
heart ; and vrhere he- met w JAh any such hireling 
shepherds and <ieceitful workerSj, which had gnlted 
the nations, ^^d cheated the peaple for dishonest 
gain, . and kept them in hlindness,- the wdignation 
»F the Lordy wa» kindled in his heart, «nd the 
sword of the Lord' \Va» very sharp in his hand ; 
alid whomsoever Ike met with that walked after 
this sort, they were siire to feel the weight of his 
weapon, and' the forice of his blow, by which 
many have been deeply^ wounded, and hare 
gnashed tfreir teeth 6n hiin^ greedy «)f their gatRi 
because of their present wound and blow that he 
did 'giiftr thent'; and ttiongh he was but young in 
years, yet he we$ fall of fortitude -and tfue valour* 
The Lofd orfientioies, wlien he exercised him in 
8«ch . war as this, hath fiited liis quiver f^ ^ 
polished 'shafts^ and made bis bow t9 abide in 
^rength ; and he was as dexterous »k} as ready 
bandeil, «6 any tbaft I knew in his day, against the 
dragon and his power,, ^against the beast and his 
followers ; and indeed he was even- handed, and 
had a specia) good aftn, ' and setddm misled 
ike mark. God liad filled !hs month with argu^ 
ihents, so that he fauth often made a bFeacbioi Ai 
Iftoe of > hostL ' • 

>*' And u w as n»y ^^f wticji Xcannot bot say feli 
iim-good grottn.l, to "be livs companion iandiallovr- 
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:Iabourer^ in the work of the gos^l^ whereunto we 
were called, for many years together. And oh ! 
when I consider, my heart is broken ! how sweetly 
we. walked together for muny months and years! 
in which we had perfect knowledge of one ano- 
ther's hearts, and perfect union of spirit; not so 
much as one cross word, or one hard thought of 
discontent ^ver.arose, I believe, in either of our 
hearts, for ten years together ; but our souls were 
bound up in unity and peace, having the frame of 
our hearts bent after one and the self same thing; 
to wit, the propagation of that truth, by which 
liberty was obtained, and salvation received |brouj;b 
Jesus Christ, the true light of the worW. 

^^ Seeing through his light, the whcide world ter 
lie in wickedness, a necessity lay upon this person 
of whpm I am speaking, being constrained >by ih^ 
•Spirit of the Lord, by which he was made an able 
^ninister , of 4he .eiverlasting gospel, to preajch re* 
|)eBtanoe, conversion, salvation, and remission of 
6ins; and accordingly he went -forth, in the name 
nnd power of the Lord Jesus, the Saviour of man^ 
kind, and was 3n able nnnister of the glad tidings 
of salvation^ in muny or most patts of this land ; 
nnd also be travelled &r0ugh agaiid and again, the 
wbole.nation of Ireland; and in some part of Scot- 
land, and some part of Flanders ; and his ministry 
4ras made eflfectual, through the Almi^ity power 
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/9f God, ID tnrniag many from darkaessto ligfat^and 
from the power of Satan to<3iod. Tliere are wrnny 
thousands who afe living m the bod^ and alive in 
t|ie triitfi, who cm, on the Spmi of the l^rd, bear 
testimony to ike power and verity of bis ministry^ 
in many ^countries \i«here tie travel)ed| for he la-^ 
baured much in dKers places^ even in the heat of 
the day 4 though be began early in the morning. 
And in theteginning of 'his travels and labours, it 
Avas his share to break up. rougb places, and iin- 
tilled ground, and to walk amongst many briars an4 
thorns, which scratched, and pricked^ and teared^ 
«md travelled wt^ son^e other not without great 
Qpposition ; and he oftea trbd the padis and way* 
. whicl^ h^d not been occupied in the Inith; and 
<where darkness^ Had the dominion, and was as a. 
jeovering, he brake .through as an armed ^man; not 
iifiinduig the opposiJUcm, iiut the victory and the 
^ood of all souls.; though. >to my knowledge bift. 
jsufierings.aad trials have Jiot been small, nor his 
MGiLercise little, on tbocigbt band aad on the left; 
in travel often; oftantimes buffetted: sometimea 
knocked doAva by unpeasdnable. man, who had not 
faith; loaded with lies,. siaiKlers^ caluoiaios, and 
reproaches; ofti^n iaw.eakoess> yea in dealbaofteit; 
in watching,^ ^tipgs,, and temptations often.; 
in straits and necessity ;. in. perils among Jrllda^ 
multitudes f. in perils ia idol temples; in perils Jar 
jattieat94Uid markets,, where the Lord did move JoiOi 
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^ften to go in the beginning of bi» time ; bemdes 
^be exceeding weight of serviee, from week's end 
*to week's end.; insomuch that he bud seldom many 
4iotirs of repose; and often suffered by those spirits^ 
^who lost their first ]ove,Aud^ rose in opposition. 

". He was very diligent and faithfiil, true hearted 

and valiant ; and the yoke at last; came to be easy 

tmto hiniy diough no ease at all in the body, as to 

the outward man; for he ma<te the work of the 

i«ord bis whole business, without taking so much 

liberty unto himself^ .or about .any outward occs^ 

'^sion in this world, .as to spend one week to him* 

'€elf, to my kaoM^ledge, these ten years. He had 

.ventured himself often ffnt die body'« sake; and^tt 

^^reat cate, Iknow, was in'bis'heart, that those 

diat he bad ministesed luito, and others ;that had 

ifeelieved the same truth, might thrive and prosper, 

^and might walk as becometh the gospel of Jesas 

^Chrot. 

. '^ He was ef a manly spiritr in the Aings of *G od. ; 
ihe hath engaged himself often upon the Lord'^ 
.account •singly, in great disputes, when Aere were 
dmany opposecs.; :Rierhatfa.^ood in the door, and 'm 
'Ae g^p, against :ail 'his enemies, for t&e worthy 
fHame <af .^od» jmd taken the ^hole weight ef 
!^tii«ig3^ri«^B bi» own. shoulder^ that bthen^ migltt 
^e. je««ed.;* ibotigb qflea ta thfr ^weakening, mil 



«Iiiiost destroying of the outward man ; yet doing 
all m love to the Lord, and for his people's sake, 
he did it with cbeerfiuliiess; and it was a grief to 
him if anf opportunity was missed of doing good. 
He was a. man of no great leanung in aatural 
tongues, which men so much applaud; yet, indeed 
bis heart was full of matter, and his tongue was 
as the hand of a ready scribe; and yet he had the 
tongue of the learned^ having had experiment of 
%he work of the Lord ; and being acquainted with 
many conditions, which God had carried him 
threegb, he i:ottld speak a .word in season, unt^ 
all wha declsoed their conditions unto hiquy or 
4>tberways in his publiiQ ministry. He was very 
|)lausible and elegant in his ^>eech, and indeed 
bad the tongue of a learned orator, to declare himr 
self to the understandings and conacieBoas fOf aU 
men with whom be conversed, by which many 
received great profit and their undecstaoding^ 
^ame to be opened; for his words ministered grwe 
-to the hearers, and his words were forcible and 

•very pleasant^ aa apples of gold in pictunes of- 
tsilven 



.. '' TIhs yanng man of whom Tam spelling, vre» 
«ne of 4hie first, with some others, who came to 
^he city of licmdon, where he met with vt& smalT 
<!ppofiition, from professorrof drvvrs Ibrms-, an^ 
iaiso jprofane^ who heeded no ^religion at al!i 
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-OBci the way of truth seemed contemptible, and 
ivithout form or comelinesa to them all, which 
made the opposition eo great, and the labour 40 
hard; yet Aot withstanding, it pkased.the LomI to 
reach iinto ike conscjeacee of many,4Uid many were 
pricked to the heart, so that they cried out : ' fVhai 
shnll we do to he saved T And God made his 
ministry very eifectual to the conversion of many 
in the city of London, whereby a great chano'C 
was wrought in the hearts of many ; and many 
iiundieds [were} brought to "know the Lord tl>eir 
teacher^ which are as seals imto the word of ]\(eu 
through him, unto this day. And many hundreds^ 
I may say thousand^ heard the lively word of God 
declared by him, and were convinced of the way 
of truth, though siS\ remaining in the disobedience 
to that of God in ih^ir own hearts, tititb w^ch'he 
declared ; and man^' have lost their day, which they 
kad of hearing and recetvnig the things of God'; 
for ncnv he>i8 taken «way which might have been m 
help.uBlo ihem while they^ad time^ and all «ttcil 
.flre net worthy eifiiin.' 

*' H^ eoniiniied in das^city vevyBMicb at^timeancl 
timesy ^betwixt ..^ht .^d. vine, years .together f 
preaching, tbe^w^rdof ,God» and speaking of the 
things $f his. kinfi<^i»^0|4ill d^t kxiked^fter it^ 
jv^ great wa^^ing, trav^^ wd eisjireise in the 
ijmoYk of the Lord ; amjl Mfttaoi^fi^ d^sii^. \re5, ihtt 
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•Hmjgiif hateeome to4now 6ad'« saUaticHivand die 
jnsdeinptioii^'of dwir miU; and his^ great diligence 
^iras Jcnowi^ iMitomaiqFy'tbftt hiB oaly fejoicitig waa 
wo- the prosperity of the work of the Lord, and tbd 
tacreaae of £uth amoDgBt-theBA that did believe. ' 

'^ And hi^. heart' was much drawn towards this 
city, and oftentimes hath he said to nie, when suf- 
ferings did come for the gospeKs sake, which he 
knew would come : / canjreelj/ go to that city and 
lay down myUfefor a testhnony of tliat truth which 
J have dedaredf through the power and Spirit of 
"God; which in the end indeed came to be his 
share; and will for ev^r be liiis crown, who loved 
not his life UBto. death; for the . testimony of oar 
:Lord, Jesus Christ. 

§ 

. *^' And in the saoieyaar 166S^ beiog pressed iti^ 
bis^ spirit to go. visit th^oa who w^eie b^otten unto 
.Ae iailh of God's^alacty^at^^ city of JBristol, and 
.in divera oliiar:coitnliea; at divai^ maatiiiga and 
divers {Articular friends, he tookftis leave of- tbem, 
saying to very .many> that >he did >oot knew he 
ahould see their faces any more; exhorting them 
kU. ta fintllifiihiessrand ateadfastuess^in that wherein 
llieyihadffoiiiid'7eit for tbeir -soala; cwd said to 
some : / om gvin^rup ho the city of London again, 
to fay down my hife for the oospbl, and stiffir 
mmongsi Frienda in ihat places as having sonar 
«feense of .bis JBuffeHng^bi^dre* ' 
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^' And a litdejifter h^reUirn 40 the citf, at a 
c me^eting Wfaicb lti« people of the Lord have' 

Jcept these many >'ear»9 to hfar.emi .tpeak of the 
I things of Qod to edificatiiui» *9i the Bull and 
, Mottthnear AUeragate^'byi^efflaiBsoldieniiBde^ 
. ^omiBaad of Richard JBrowm thl» geperal of the 
. <»ty of .Lotidon, he was violently phicked down, 

and haled ^way in a barbarous manner and earned 

to the guard,, and 4Bo committed lo Newgate; not 
./or evil doing, but for testifying unto tlie.iiame of 

the Lord JesuSi and fot the worship of God ; as 
: 4hQugh this were become a great otime worthy of 
. ;bond8j and at last death« 

. '' He was had' to the sessions in the Old Bailey ; 

.-aud bis accusers wete witnesses against him, and 

/^bem that had abused him ytoleady; theif tesfi- 

i^mony was received as* good proof- against liim; 

•>cuid at last, after two or three sessions, be was 

;fined by the court one hundced marks, which at 

last was reduced to twenty marks, and to lie in 

prison while payment; where he continued a 

pretty long season, about eight months, with sis 

•or seven score prisoners* beside, upon thiiB same 

^account; many being shut up among, the felons, in 

'rnasty places;, and for want of priion.room, the 

'^natures of many were suffocated and cor- 

.vupted ; till at last many grew weak; sickened^ 

andw died* 
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^ At last tkb same young man grew weak, and 
tiKiiigh a ^ctat order from the king was sent to 
Ibe then 9liertfEi of London for the release of 
him, and the rest that were left in prisoB, yet suiA 
was the enmity of some of die niters of the ci^, 
.<tfaat they did what in them lay^ to obstruct the 
execution of .the order, that he should not be re- 
leased. And so weakness grew upon him daily, 
though in much patience he was carried through 
all. In the time of his 1^'eaknessfae was very fer- 
vent in prayer, and that often both day and night, 
<Mnto the Lord as concemirig himself, and 'also his 
people ; and at several • times he spoke several 
precious words, from the sensible feeling of God's 
Spirit in his heart; and said: I have had tie te^ 
timqny of. the ltord%, love npito me from my youth, 
and my heart hath been given tip to do thy tmtl. 
And be said : / have preached the gospel freely in 
ihiscity, and have often given up my life for the 
gospeTs sake; ^nd now. Lord, rip open my heatt, 
and see if it he not right , before thee. 

^' Another time be said, when he had a little ease ' 
There is no iniquity lies at my door; but the presence 
.of' the Lord is zs>ith me, and his life I feel justify 
,,$ne. Another day afterwards he said : Thou haft 
loved me when I was yet unborn, and I have loved 
4hee from my cradle and from my youth unto this 
day^ and have served thee faithfuUy in my genera- 
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>ti0n» Ami lie spake to friends that were abomt 

iauif To HotttH kve and jmace, £md.h9e /me amt- 

iker. And at another time he said : The Lord 

takethjtht si^Uoui fwm the evil to come. And 

he prayed for his enemies and for his persecutors, 

^nd. said : Lord forgive Bichatd Broxcn ; if he nuy 
Ae Jbrgivetu 

'' And though the distemper and the disease waar 
"Violently upon him> jet he was preserved sensible. 
And in the morning before he departed this life, 
being sensible of his death, he said : Now my sotd 
€tnd ipirit u. centred into its orvti being, mth God ; 
and thhform of person must return from whence it 
zcm taken. And after a little season be gave up 
the ghost^ and died a |Mrisoner> and shall be re- 
.oorded and is in the Lamb's book of life, as a 
mart}! for the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus, for which only he suffered and gave up his 
lifej whose death was precious in the eyes of the 
Ijord. But now he ever liveth with God, and his 
works follow him, and his labours shall testify of 
him in generations to come ; and thousands be* 
sides mjself can bear witness his life and death was 
to the praisej honour, and glory of the grace of 
God, unto whom be the glory of all his works far 
ever. Amen. 

■ « 

^ By one Mrho hath chosen rather to suffer witb 
i!ie people of Giod called Quakers^ thw to wfif 
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^ FRANCIS HOWaU^U" 



Bem£ng^ the SM nfy-^ 
the 18ch MoDthyf 



Th^ death of ^Edward Burroiigli was hteested 
by many otbers^who expressed io varioua testimo- 
nialsj their value for 4iim while living; and dieir 
sorrow on account of his death ; which seems to 
hive been uuiversaUy felt by his surviving friends* 

It appears from the -account of [Prancis How- 
gill, and from some of his own expressions when 
near the close of life, thai* :he was religiously in- 
clined from early childhood : but though this wa» 
the case, we iind from his own pen, in one of hiis 
' early publications, that he was by no means exempt 
from the evil propensities of human nature. Speak- 
ing of himself before he was twelve years of age, 
he says: ** I^was wanton and light, and lived in 
|4«asu're, withoot thefeur of God; not knowinf; 
.-Ood^ but;by hearsiiy ndr tradition'/' 



^Abmkt ibis time lie gi'^^ auM 9M0ttk» aid fel* 
lowed the Preaby tegum mA olber EcaloUft piMchen 
of diat<&i)r. 'When he wid about seyettean yaarf . 
of age/ hb mind' became more snwaidly direeted» . 
and^ he '' itiuch sepafal^d from the fmkt ways off 
the world, Mid from vAiil Worldly people/' He* 
wa6 fi'^quently'induced to repbove others fot theif 
wicked words tbnd actions; but ttotwitb^ndiog: 
sU thisy be fottnd iiiany evil tndinattons aiid pas^i 
siotus r^tiaain abve, by ^ich bis tender nkind was y 
lit titnea mftlcb exereised; though he Was dbrposed 
to indulge biifiself in a kind of carnal securityi' 
from the dangerpus opinton, that whom God lover, 
once he lov^ for ev^r. . 

It was about hi^ seventeenth year, tnat ''it 

pleased the Lord to setid his true and- faithful ser* 

vant and messenger, George Fox ;" who spoke so 

closely to iiisir state, and opened the sitilation of 

his mind so deafly to him, that, after Some time 

he united himself to the Socie^ which was then 

newly formed^ under the name of Quakers; among 

whom he became an able and powerful minister, 

as is ^already related. Finding this account of 

himself, previous to this time, it appeared proper 

Jo give the substance of it in addition to that o( 

Francis HbwgiH* . . . 

In his first visit; to London; tte feBoiteittg e^w 
trat)rdinary circumstance Is related by Sewe), 
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nAieh i'give in fab onm wordy. ^ At Londott'* 
tfaare k a piNtonitt samaieF tiniey' when the eveit^ 
]8g approaches) and tradesttien leave off woi^itig^- 
that many Imty fellows ^taeet kr the fields to try 
their skiil and strength' in wfestlilig^ where gene- 
rally a mttll|tdde of people stand gilzing ina roObd^ 
liow it so fell out tbstt Bdv^ard Barfo«gh passed 
by the place where* the>' Were Wrestting, and gtMi*- 
ing stiltamolig the spectators^ saw how a strong and 
dextefooflf fellow had already thrown three otbers^ 
amd was waiting for a fonrfh champion^ if any durst 
venture to enter the lists. At length^ non^ bemg 
bold enough to try, Edward Biirrongh stept into 
the ring, and having looked apon the wrestler 
witl^ a serious countenance, the man was not a 
little surprized, instead^ of an airy antagonut, to 
meet with* a grave and awful young man, and' all 
stood^ as it Werer amazed af this sigbt, eagerfy ex- 
pecting wfiat Wquid be dhe issue of t&is combat. 
But it was quite another fig&t Edward Biirrough 
aimed at^ for having already fought against spiri- 
tual wickedness, ttiat Bad once prevailed on him, 
a)id having overcome in measure, by the grace ot 
6od, he now endeavoured to fight' arso against it 
in others, and to turh them from the evil of their 
way^. With this intention he began very seriously 
to speak to the stauders by, and that witb such s 
heart-piiarcing' power, that he was heard by this 
mttltitnde with no les9 attentipn tbi^ ad« 
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ttr^tion; for hb speech tended to turn than from 
darkness to light, and from the power of S«taii la 
God. To effect this he laboured with contmcii^ 
words, showing how God httd not left himself with- 
out a witness, bat had given to man a measure of 
his grace, and enlightened eyery one with. the l^bt 
of Christ. Thus he preached zealously; and 
though many might look Upon this as ^ novelty^ 
yet it was of such eflfect th^t spme were conviiiced 
of the Truth ; for he was a breaker of aiony 
heart^^ and therefore, by a certain author, not un- 
justly called a Son of Thunder ; though he omitted 
notj in due season, to speak a word of consolation 
to those that were of a broken heart and of a coi^ 
trite spirit.'' 

Edviard Burt-ougt appe^s tb iiaire dleV6le<i fiia 
life wholly to the service of religion. Thougb 
scarcely twttoty^ight years of age when he died^ 
besideis employJbg fars time in travelling and 
preaching, he wrote and published So mnchy aS| 
when collected after iris death, formed a close 
printed folio volume of 896 pages. Many of his 
nvriungs are controversial ; tind amot^ his oppo^ 
neb^is, oit* rather thoike whi»n he opposes, are the 
famous John Buaj'ati and Richard Baxter. These 
good men, for idb I am disposed to call then^ 
had grossly misrepresented the Qilakers ; and Bur' 
rough replies to ihem, not only with disproving 



dieir sMeneirti and coofdliiig their arguments^ 
bttt abD nhth numy pet^onal reflections^ which ' 
cbwi^ kaA me to appitehend they might not de« 
letve. But it irhiinentaMe ta see hoW violently 
ibany good men, particularly in those times, were 
opposed to each other; yet it has i^orded me- 
sone pieastme to obsenre, in looldng^ through the- 
tvfitings of Edward Bnrrough and some others 
whose litres I have noticed, that their early writ^ 
ings were teuch more* tinctured with violence, 'and-' 
anexcess^of zeal, than those published in the lat^ 
ter part of their fives; Richard Baxter, already 
mentioned, in thb period of hirlife, published a^ 
Review of his Religious Ophnons and Contro* 
versies, in which he shows an abatement of that^ 
violet ze^ which he had entertained in' early life^ 
and he seenis to- allnde to lais controversies with 
Friends, when he expresses himself thus : '' I am 
now much more apph^ensive of the necessity of 
vrell grounding Men in their I'el^on; and especially 
of the witness of the indwelling^ Spirit; for I more 
sensibly perceive that the Spirit is the great wit-* 
ness of Christ in- the world. And though the folly 
of fafHatics tempted me long to overlook the 
strength of this testiiiiony of the Spirit, white they 
placed it in a certain internal assertion or enthiH. 
siastic inspiration; yet I now see that the Holy 
Ghost, in another manner, is the witness of Christ, 
and his agent in the world." ' 
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Thus did Baxjler approximate t6 the peculiar 
doctrine of Friends, though he appears stiil 
unwilling to admit their view of it to be right. It 
is however pleasant to see liow the mind of this 
great Controversialist softened down, in the decline 
of life and in the increase of religious experience; 
and how niitch-he vyas disposed to look more at the 
essentials of religion, in which christians generally 
are agreed, than at those lesser points on which 
they usually differ. 

Edward Burrough tras remarkable for his ad- 
dresses to the ruling powers of his time, of whose 
proneness to.persecitiion,and the evil consequences 
resulting from it, he faithfully warned them. 
Many of bis expressions may be considered as pre- 
dicting the downfall of the government which sup- 
. ported it; and. indeed his views of civil and religious 
liberty, with ths^t christian subjection which we owe 
to' the government under which we live, are stated 
by him, in clear and strong language, in several of 
his publications. 

The following paragraph from a publication, 
.entitled, " The Case of the People called Qua- 
kers stated and published to the World," will 
show the uprightness and zeal of our early Friends, 
and the resolution with which they were prepared, 
to bear the suiFerings imposed by their persecu- 
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tors : ** As for our -tioHverftalions amongst metf^ 
IB reject df diir daily v^alkingiiBd converse with 
them in our dealing, in respect of honesty, and 
faithfulness, and truth, and justness in Mvorks and 
Vrdtds, dtir nefghbours shril -give Witness fofr us. 
We will not justify ^ursel^s, 'tis God that justifies 
lis; and %e law df Godj gdsjrtl of Christ, scrip- 
tures,"CXaniples of hbly.trien, our neighboftrs, and 
the witness of God in all men's consciences, shaH 
bear witness to us. Attd, - O Lord God everlast- 
ing ! do thou judge our cause ; do thoii m^ke it 
manifest, in thy due season, to all the world, that 
we are thy people; that w6 love thee ^bove all-, 
that we fear thy name more than all ; that "we love 
righteousness and bate iniquity ;. and that we now 
suffer for thy holy name^nd trdth, atid for thy 
honour and justice, and for thy truth and holiness. 
Oh Lord! Thou knowest that we are ready td 
perish, rather than to lose one grain thereof. 
Amen. Amen." 

As ah author, Edward Burfoiigh ^as Jtrdhgi 
and at times sublime in his language; his argu- 
ments are in ,geiieral clear and convincing, and 
to his friends, his feciling he^rt often poured forth 
thfe salutations of brotherly love, judicious counsel, 
ahd affectionate sympathy. As a specimen of his 
writing, I shall give the following epistle, and widi 
it shall finish this account of him; only addiflg 
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that he wasi otie vvho justified the observation of 
an apocryphal writer, that " Honourabl* age is 
not that which statideth in length of time, nor that 
Is measured by number of years ; but wisdom is 
the grey hairs unto men, and an unspotted life is 
old age." 



"% the Friends ofTttUk, in and about Londdn, 

Dearly and well-beloved in Christ our life and 
glory, the Spirit of the Lord is upon me, and at 
this time qutckeneth my heart into the lively re- 
membrance x)f you all ; herewith sending the 
hearty and fervent salutation of my dear and per- 
fect love, unto ajl the faithful amongst you ; for the 
Father's love filleth my heart, and hath raised up 
my spirit into an holy frame and temper of glad- 
ness and rejoicing, of great joy and comfort, in 
the remembrance and feeling sense of what the 
Lord hath wrought and made manifest among his 
people; and the fulness of his love and rejoicing 
floweth out, in praising and magnifying^ the Lord 
oar God for evermore. 

Oh what hath the Lord wrouglit foe us in our 
«iay ! How hath his outstretched arm been made ' 

I 2 
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bare again and again, for our salvation and deli* 
verance ! How many batve hi? mercies been, and 
bow numberless have hfS loving -kindnesses been 
showed to us ! How bath his J^nwe^ and wisdooi 
been discovered amongst bis people ! by which \re 
are quickened aiid revivedinto the life of righteous- 
ness and peace, to be -servants imd heirs of the 
Everlasting Fathei^, the Lord of Heaven «nd 
£arth; being called by him out of darkness into 
fais marvellods light! And how glorioxis is the light 
fliat hath appeared upon oiur tabernacle, and 
shined in our hearts ; and that hath led us in the 
way of peace, tind taught as iti the path of righ« 
teoQsness ! Thtis and nmch more hath the hand 
€»f the Lord wrought for US; fasiving raised us op 
to be a people, that in times past were n6t a peo- 
j^le ; btit now he baih formed u^ for himself, and 
created us for h\% praise ; having gathered us as & 
^liepherd doth his 'flock, from otfr strayed estate) 
in Avhich we Wehe strangers and afar off; inhabiting 
in death and darkness, but now raised up to sit 
together in beaVienly places, ^nd to feed in the Aft 
pastures of His f&lne^^, that fiUeth all in all. 

This hath been effected by th^ band and 
ipower of the Most High, who hath also preserved 
us unto this day through mkay trials aind tribula-» 
iions; and again and again wheh bur enemies hate 
risen up to destroy us, even then nath the l^rf 



keen.our defence, and coofounded our •persecutors; 
fio that \ve yet livcy blessed be tiiertuiine of the 
Lord ! the remembrance of wbicb iufinitei tender 
mercies from the Father^ that we have received^ 
have a heavenly' influence upon, my heart at thk 
time; inrhicfa causetb^ me to say : What manner of 
love is this't Ok the. height and depth and infinite- 
ness of the same! TW beauty thereof hath ravished 



my heart; the strength thereof hath overcome me ; 
and the virtue thereof bath overcome me; and the 
virtue thereof faatK filled my soul : and this is 
the present frame of my spirit, full of love and 
good- will to the Lord God, and to all his 
saints, and particularly unto you, unto whom my 
spirit desiretb^ia the Lord, increase of peace, and 
mercies, and blessings, and all heavenly virtue 
unto you all; for I am under particular engage^ 
ments unto you, more thau unto many. 

1st, Because my labour and service in the work 
^ the gospel hath been more amongst you than 
amongst others ; even for divers years have I been 
conversant among you, in the administration of the 
^ft of the gospel; by dispensing the word of life, 
to the converting of some, and to the strengthen- 
ing and confirming of others, in the way of the 
Lord. And let the just God bear witness, of that 
&ithfulness» and integrity, and shicerity of heart, 
la which be hath carried me amongst you, wbib 

1 3 
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many precious days I have passed away with yoti« 
and have not sought yours but you ; nor do I d^ 
sire ought concerning you^ but your faithfulness 
to the Lord ; and your growth and establishment 
in tba wisdom of Christ Jesus,, and that blessings 
and peace may ever rest with you. And seeing 
it is thus that some of my precious ^fears, iu the 
service, of God^ have bee^i spent amongst you^ 
therefore is my heart and spirit engaged to you 
wards, €ven while I live, to advise yoii and exhost 
you, and to pray for you, that you may be found 
in the faith, and establisbi^d in the truth, and con* 
lirmed iu the possession that never fades away. 

Qd, In respect of that place of your oulwartf 
residence, that great city I mean where Satau'ft 
seat is, and where wickedness abounds, and maay 
temptations and proiocatians which may attempt 
to draw you from the Lord. I do know the dan- 
gers ai^ many, which may easily be met withall in 
tliat place; there is both the love, glory, and ex- 
.cellency of this world near unta you, and also the 
terrors, threats, losses, and persecutions of this 
evil world, even dwelling with you ; aU which may 
work upon some, many fears ^ud doubts, and be- 
get temptations to the denying of the Lord. And 
. seeing the danger is such to you wards, in that 
place, even more than to some others, therefore is 
my soul engaged to admonish^ and instruct^ mi 
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pray for your preservation unto the end, tbat ye 
may wadkr as the Lord'aj, and to bi» glory, ^ 

3d, And also my desires are for you, that bles«> 
ang and peace may be multiplied unto you, and 
Aat you may walk in the wisdom' and power of 
the Lord; in this respect; that'' trath may be ho- 
noured^^and crowned with dohuiiion, and authority, 
and good repoj^t, in that great city, by your faithful- 
ness, and patience^ aikLdiligeBce> and al! the fruits of 
righteousness; for as many/temptations do attend 
you, as I have said beforef so also many eyes are 
mpon you, beholdtng.what you are, and what you 
do, and what will become- of you. And if you 
walk in faithfulness 'and righteousness, and be pre- 
Berved4mto the Lord in boldn^s? and valour, for 
his name V sake; this will magnify the truth, and 
crown it with honour, and strengthen and comfort 
many that are weak; and be a joy to all the up- 
right; and it' will confound your enemies, and put 
them to shame) and limit the unreasonable spirit 
of the powers of darkness, when our enemies see 
your just, faithful, righteous, and inoffensive 
manner of walking in all things. And therefore, 
for this cause, my heart is engaged to pray foi 
jou; seeing the eyes of many are upon you, to 
mark your ways and doings, and what will b» 

the endr 
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And now dearly beloved, as by tbe free grace 
and kindness of God, \e are called unt<& i:h is call- 
ing, and are renewed and changed into the life of 
righteousness: so it is by the same grace and 
power of the Father, that ye must stand and be 
preserved unto 4he end ; for by grace and faith we 
all stand, £ven through diligence, faithfulness^ and 
watchfulness in the «ame grace, being obedient , 
unto its teachings, and fruitful in its motions, and 
walkino" by its rule,, in meekness and lowliness of 
heart, in sincerity and godly fear ; not being or 
doing any thing of- ourselves, distinct or divided 
from this grace ; but being and doing all things 
through tbe grace of God dweHing in us: and this 
i»^the highest perfection of saints. Every one'i 
highest state admits of watchfulness, and faithful- 
ness, and obedience, and to hearken to the Lord 
and do Ids will in all things ; and whatsoever is of 
ourselves and related to the outward world, Hiay 
be kept in subjection by H is power, that He alone 
may rule, and be exalted in heaven and earth; and 
in all tilings what we are and what we do. 

And wait upon the Lord, that ye may be esta* 
bjished and settkd in the truth, and that ye may 
be confirmed therein for ever, as being natural 
heirs of the possession of grace and truth, to do^ 
and walk, and live, according to his will ; being so 
inherited as never to go Ibrth any more^ and able 
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to aay, Nothing can separate us from the love of 
Godi not death, nor life, nor any other thing. 

For I would put you in mind, and ye also know 
ity how that many have been touched in their 
heart with the sense of the Lord, and his love, yea 
and many have enjoyed of the good gift of God, and 
walked with us for a time, but have not remained - 
unto the end ; but have started aside from the 

I^rd, and been overcome with the temptations of 
this world ; even to the forsaking of (he way of 
truth and righteousness ; and such.liave dishonoured 
the Lord, And forfeited their place and inheritance 
in God; aud become hardened in their hearts, and 
dead to God; and the latter end of such hath beea 
worse than their beginning ; though yet for a time 
such waLked with us, and tasted of the good glfta 
of God, yet ar/e become reprobates, because their. 
Iteafts have not been firm, and constant, and sound, 
and approved to -God; but of an evil frame and 
temper of spirit, ambitious, vain-glorious, self- 
seeking, and such like; which spirit could not 
retain the gift of God, but abused it and peB^ 
\ertcd it from its proper end- 

And therefore, dearTy beloved, it Is exceeding^ 
precious to have a heart and spirit tried and ap- 
proved of tlie Lord; a good and honest heart ; aa 
upright and contrite spirit; for that will abide i» 

J* 
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fiuthfuliM^ unto God, through all tribidatioiis aod 
trials. If the heart be right in the si^ of God, 
whatsoever the knowledge he, or whether the pfito 
he little or great, yet the Lord's presence is there, 
and such are blessed ; so that it's not enough, ouly 
to *have a touch and taste of the Iwing-kiiidncss of 
God i but every one must be established therein, 
in an approvecf heart and tried spirit; which ca» 
endure all things, and not be shaken, nor movecL; 
and it's only that kind of spirit which is meek aad 
lowly, siacere and upright, which is establised ia 
the truths and which only^ can remain immovable* 

And according to the ancient doctrine of 
Christ, which ye have believed, every one must 
look to your own particular standing, and musfe 
feel your own particular joy, peace, and comfort; 
and must receive the assurance of life in your owa 
souls ; for it is an- everlasting word. Every one 
must stand by their' own; by what ihey feel and 
enjoy of eternal life in their own hearts;, that only 
is every one% security and assurance, in the king- 
dom of peace and glory;, and it is the height of 
perfection to have the seal of the Spirit of God in 
our consciences,, witnessing to ns that are are the 
Lord's. And blessed are they that have this tes- 
timony, even that of the Spirit of the Father, whicBk 
IS the everlasting comforter against all sorrow, and 
the perfect seal against all doubts, and the stti:^ 
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j;uide against all opposition. This is the office of 
the Spirit of the Lord, and it's work in the hearts 
of his children. 

Therefore my advice is to you, as from the 
beginning, look to your own> to your own measure 
of the gift of grace and truth ; that only stands 
when all wanderings after men and thioga fall; and 
in that is your security as I have said* 

And let your conversations and wdkings be 
such as becometh the gospel of Christ, in all faith* 
fulness^ and righteousness ; that you may be an 
honour to the Lord in your generation ; for this 
only have we to do in this M^orld, even to show 
forth his praiseNand glory, who hath created us i» 
Christ 'Jestts# 

All things in relation to trirth, are well m 
i^ese countries ; the dominion of truth is set up 
over the heads of the wicked ; and il is a terror to 
its enemies, and the joy of all good men; and 
Friends ^le faithful in the power of the Lord, and 
look, over this world>. to the world that hath no 
eud, and then hope and confidence is in that ; and 
meetings are generally quiet, and the presence of 
the Lord is amongst his people. And thus to the 
jj»ace; power, and wisdom of the Lo^d God; are ye 
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committed, ^'ho is the only Preserver of his chil- 
dren. Grace and peace be with you all. 

EDWARD BUEROUGHL?' 



Uncterbarrow, the 18th 
day of the 8tb month 

mi. 
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-CHAPTER XIY, 



I.IFE OF HUMPHREY SMITH. 



" Of (he time and place of Humpfirey Smithes 
l>iFth/or of his paieotage and educatioiv I findna 
trace, either in his own writings, or in those of his 
friends concerRing. bim. His tresidence, when at 
home, was at Little Cawerne, in Herefordshire* 
He was early inclined to religion and virtue; but 
tiiis disposition, so consoling to a pious parent^ 
xather excited the disgust of his father, who we 
are told often checked him because of his soli- 
dity. In his youth, and for some time after his- 
marriage, he underwent many close conflicts of 
!»pirit, finding much ta contend with in himself, 
both of a natural and spiritual kind, before he 
could feel his mind liberated from tliose things, 
whioh kept him in bondage, and prevented his a^ 
laining the glorious libeiiy of the children .o£ 
God. 
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One of his cotemporary Friends, speaking of 
faim, says : *' He -followed the zeajons professors^ 
and increased naightily in that knowledge whiclt' 
stands in the comprehension ; yea^ exceeded many 
of his equals ; but at last the Lord separated hita^ 
for his own glory, and sent hka fordi ia bia own* 
power and eternal name."" 

He had been for a considerabk timie aminister 
.Bmong sonie of the high professors of that day^ 
.and, I suppose, about the year 1654, joined himself 
fo the despised people 4caUed Quakers^ amon|p 
whom he found relief to his deeply conflicted; 
nunci^ and 9oon afterward became a zealous an4 
fiiiccessful pseaeher in Ais society^ many beings 
added to their numbers through Uie m^ns of bis- 
gospel labouA'S.^ 

In the year iGdS, he was committed to prison^ 
at Evesham in Worcestershire, being arrested with: 
some other Friends .at a meeting there. The place 
of their confinement was very small, without ligbt^ 
or any convenience necessary for cleanliness and 
decency. In this place they were confined above*. 
Jour teen weeks, experiencing many acts of cruelty 
£rom an unfeeling jailer, who acted under the 
.direction, however, of a still more unfeeling 
jnagistrate, Edmund Young, the mayor of ihal^ 
iawn. 
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Besides this imprisonnent, he suffered several 
others^ particularly at Exeter and Winchester. In 
.the latter place he appears to have heen twice in»- 
prisoned ; first in the year l€58, and the second 
time in 1 661 8c 166^. During his first confinement, 
he was again put into ar very offensive situation ; 
for he dates a paper entitled, *' The just Complaint 
of the AfBicted,** Sic, from *' a filthy prifion and 

• place unfit for men^ at Winchester, this 24tli of 
the 8th month, }(i5S.** His latter imprisonment, 
which only terminated witli bis Jife, seems to have 

. been in the same, or a similar, plane. H-is mittir 
Hius is dated the .14tk day of October, lf)6l^ and 
about that time, in the succeeding year, his health 
sunk under his severe sufferings, from which death 
afforded him a release, that his cruel persecutors 
could not be prevailed on to grant; though his de- 
tention appears to have been as contrary to law^. 
as it was to Justice and mercj.. 

During his. sickness be was preserved in muctt? 
patience and resignation, and *' spake several pra- 
■cious words to Friends, signifying to them that he 
Yt'as given up in. the will of the Lovd^ either in life 
or death/' At a tinije whea the fever was strong; 
upon him, he said : ** My heart i» filled with the 
power of God. It ia good foe a: man at such a.^ 
time as this, to have the Lord ta be his- friend.^ 
At another time he e^xpressedJumself tbus ; ^^ Ltocdf^ 
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tbou sentest me forth to do ihy will^ and I have fceea 
faithful'to thee m my smallvineasurey which thou^ 
liast committed nnto me; but if thou wilt jet try^ 
me further^ thy will be done/*^ 

Near the time of bis departore^ he was engaged: 
in earnest supplication to the Lord/ that he would 
deliver his people from their cruel oppressors^ and* 
that those wbo had been convinced by him might 
experience the Lord to be their -teacher; saying 
•also, " O Lord I hear the inward sighs and groan 9^- 
of thine oppressed, and deliver my poorsouf from- 
»Ae oppressor. G Lord! hear* me. O Lordf* 
uphold and preserve me. I, know that my Re* 
-deemer liveth* Thou art strong and mighty, Ofr 
Lord!" In Ais state of mind did this innocent suf-- 
€erer and faithful minister of the gospel, quit this- 
state of conflict, there is good reason to believe^ 
for that crown of righteousness,, which is the re- 
ward of those, who have fought the good fight^ 
*have kept Ae faith, and have loyed the appearing 
4)f Jesus Christ. 

During Humphrey Smith's different imprisoiv. 
«ient8, he represented fcis suffering vcase, andMaid 
k closely upon his persecutors. Jn the piece 
:»lready noticed, written during his confinement at 
Winchester^ he thus addresses the magistrates q£ 
A& comity of Hants.; *' Ob> my heaitia;cnlarge4, 
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and'I aai iilled with the indignation of the Lord, 
and overcome M'ith the power of his might! Many 
woes could I from the Lord dedare, and much 
jof his«judgment nuike known nnio you ; yea^ many 
lines might I write, and ftiofoid die mysteries of 
his power, which from your eyes are hid ; and long 
-hath my soul mourned in secret for you; and be<- 
cause of the fierce terrOVs of the Lord which yon 
cannot escape, -mine eyes have been filled with 
tears^ and my heart with sorrow ; and that for yocii 
Oh ye blind, seoniful, and rebellious men, that 
rule this county ! 1 he Lord God will bring shame 
upon you, aud your names shall rot, and be left 
for an «vU savour for the generations to come.'* 

This prophetic warning was soon fulfiHed vpoN 
these persecuting magistrates^ who were of the 
iiigb professors in the time of OliVer CromwelL 
It >iras written in the year 165^, and in 1660^ 
Charles the Second was admitted to the govern- 
ment of Ihese realms,, the consequences of which 
it is needless to relate* 

The above was "not ttie only instance of pro* 
phetic foresight, with which this Friend appears 
to have been indued. In the collection of his 
WQi^l^s, whidh are contained in a small quarto vo- 
lume of between S and 400 pages, I find a piece^ 
entitled^ ^' The vision of Humphrey Smith which 
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he saw concerning London, in the 5th month u^ 
the year 1660, being not long after Ae king cam9 
in/' In this vision he foreteib a great, fire ii» 
London, which accordingly took place in the yeair 
1666. These are hi» words: '' As for the city 
herself, and her suburbs^ and all that belong^ t(» 
her, a fire was kindled therein, but she knew not- 
how, even in her goodly places; and dio kindling • 
of it was in the foundations of herbnildings, and 
thece was none could quench it ; neither was there 
any. able,, and the barning thereof was exceeding 
great, and it burned inward/ i» a.hidclen manner^ 
which cannot be expressed; and the fire consamedF 
foundations which the city stood upon, and the tall 
buildings fell; and it consumed all the lofty things- 
therein^ and the fire searched out all hidden plaees^^ 
and burned most in secret places ; but tfaer 
consumation- was exceeding great with which, it 
consumed*^ 

During his last imprisonment and only abonC 
a month before his decease^, he wrote a ietter to a 
near relation* The excellency of the matter, and 
the state of mind in which it represents him, are 
such as lead me to believe the insertion of it will 
be acceptable to my readers^ aud form an agreea-r 
ble conclusion to the account of this e&traordinaiy' 
Qian^ 
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^e letter had the foUowiog superscriptioii ; 

^' Hiis for my nearly related friend Elizabeth 
Smith, ^t Little Cawerne : 

** The God of . Heaven that made me> and th^ 
Lord God of power that called me to obey and 
follow him, even in that day when I wa» not ac- 
quainted with his voice ; and who batli been ny 
guide, defence, succour, and comfort unto this day 
and momeiit, and who hath ever upheld me as « 
father, the child, by the arm of his power,, whom 
the world neither did nor can by its wisdom ever 
know ; who is the only wise, invisible Spirit, that 
upfaoldeth all things by the Word of his power; 
who is dreadful t& the Heathen that know him 
not^^nd more precious than ever can foe expressed 
with toDgue.or pen, unto those who have felt and 
received, and live in, the true sense of the enlarging 
incomes of the virtue of his power; the life whereof 
lo them is most desirable* 

My strength, Kfe, and refuge alone is He, whose 
:8ervice I have no cause to decline, and whose pre* 
•cious, powerful call be never gave me cause to 
xepeot; for with himself he hath, «id dotb daily 
gratify ipe with a full reward for all, and all man- 
ner of my manifold trials,- and daily sufferings and 
exfircises which I meet with in the way; but refiUjr 
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and alMoloteiy I can trolj say, that none of dhew 
things move me in the least, from that foondatioft- 
upon which die God of Heaven and Earth hatk 
long since esta^lidied me, diat I might stand for 
Him, and the glory of bis name, vrho hath botb:^ 
set and appointed me Aeiennto, and ^ven me- 
courage as a fortified tovrer, to rtsnd as a mark, 
for the adversaries of Sion,. to voit forth the ut- 
most of their limited fiiry. 

And in die Lord my strength is xsq confidence; 
■either have I belieived diat ever I should distrust* 
Him, though since the day that I have known him, 
he hadi even suffered the sorrows (^ death,, and. 
die pangs of heU, and the powers of unntt^able 
darkness, at some times, to compass me in oa. 
isvery side, and to lift up themselves in the vaun^ 
ing arrogancy of the sw^ij^ pride theieof, n» 
mountains never to fa«t remoived* JSut behold He 
who hath his way iuvifae whirlwind, actti his path 
through the midst of the deepest ocean. Him alone 
it was that my broken heart was^ by the power of 
bis coostraioing. love, resolved to follow for ever^ 
even through the greatest difficulties, and the 
hardest straits, trials, and hardships, with all main 
oer of inward and outward sufferii^, that might 
be permitted to happen unto,, oc foU opon^ 9ny 
fine of the children oi men* 
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O^that I coold now suiBcienUy declare his 
goodness^ and so faliy and effectually make men* 
ti#n of his power, as it deservetfa ; or as the Lord 
liatli given into my heart to desire of him to be 

-made nseof, ifi the declaration or manifestation 
-thereof, in this my day, unto the sons or children 
of men ! Sutely when I am waiting of him, and 
of bis unutterable goodness and power, my words 
and lines are also short of setting fotih the virtue 
•and fulness of the most unexpressible, divine ex^* 
telleticy thereof, that sometimes I am rather ready 
''to dwell in silence with and in the fulness thereof, 
which overcomes with unutterable virtue, than to 
t>e writing of that which in itself can never be 
written, though what is written, may be by, and 
with, and from the overflowings of the same; and 
1SO be as drops ot little streams of heavenly tvater, 
to refresh the dry and thirsty ti^nd, which therein 
'doth its service ; and then the praise thereof is to 
'teturn unto Him who is the alotte fountain of all 
-virtue, and the life which give& life, even unto the 
^iclead that hear his voice ; whereby Heromes to be 
known to be Infinite in wisdom, poM'er, and virtue; 
' whom my soul doth honour, itay hevitt doth praise, 
and ray spirit adoreth for ever; for none is like to 
Him, neither doth my soul desire any other but 
Him, whilst in this body, or for evermore in the 
4ife which yet doth come. 
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Let all that know Him bow before him ; anct 
let all that hear hb voice be Ininible and meek^ 
and let every one that truly desires after himy 
wait with diligence and in patience upon Him i 
and let all that are faidiful to him, rejoice in his 
love, and prize him for much more than the liber^ 
t>f their bodies, or die enjoyment of thousands and 
thousands of thousands of temporal, visible, earthly 
things ; sdl which are hi% and He i^ otirs; yea He 
is certainly mine and I am his, aiid my sotatl doth 
magnify him, and my spirit doth yet breathe^ fur- 
ther to sound foi'th liis praises, not only all the 
days of my life, whilst in this earddy tabernacle ; 
but likewise in the hearts of tliousands of them yet 
unborn, and among die genetaiions diat are yet to 
come, by my faithful, upright testimony, and the 
record thereof^ wiiich may remain, when the God 
and Father of my life hath gathef^d me, with the 
test of his servants of old^ 16 live withjiim, in the 
delighteome ocean, of thfe ihfinite fulness of his 
most desirable po^r^ arid precious presence ; the 
streams whereof already are as thfe free issuings 
forth of life eternal, 4nd a$ the streams of niercy, 
and the dews of the ndonuiig, refreshing even the 
outmost borders of faiy dwelling, and comforting 
the moumfxtl places of my habitation. 

Who can express his goodness ! What man can 
titter his bounty! or how can man either ia 



fkrords or witU p«i^ Buffioiently signify forth, the 
"fulness and virtue of that which passeth know- 
ledge! Behold my dwelling is in it, and my life 
As bound tip with the inno<:^nt lambs^ >i\fao live in 
the feelihg virtue of that, which much super- 
aboatideidi the most pleal^ant and delightsotoie 
yordsy that eVer my tonguecan utter, and yet thxs^h 
that hear ' them, heat th^ truths in the which fbfe 
life doth stand; and th«y that fa^ar the trtith, heal* 
-Him from whence the life doth come; which Ki^ 
-Itself, in the power and virtue of it^ is the centre 
^f the upright, the Hefuge of the innodeiit, and the 
thing itself unto which Itdelf is drawing ^nd ga* 
Bering, that it inay be kiioWh within; teven to 
those who have been astfay ihfereiVoAi, that the 
''one fold, the owe ^ccour, the bfie food, the one 
'shepherd, the one refuge, the Owe spirit, the owe 
hearty attd the owe mind, may be known; and so 
the one God, in the only one 'Wttty, VoVshipp^d, 
served, and prais^ed) from the power, life, and vir^ 
tue of the one Spirit, which comes from the only 
owe God of' heaven and earth; before whofn Itet thi6 
-heathen be asiofnshed, "and tfte Wigtfdhf fear arid 
tremble, and the brambles 6fihe earth prepare for 
the day of his Hghteous judgments andjiefy iift?/g- 
iiation ; [with] which, as the tfrenth of his nostriis, 
beintr mixed with flames of endless bnfnings, He will 
"plead with his own open adversaries ; which shall be 
more fully manifest, in the great day of the Lord, 
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wchen all mankind must gire an account to Hiniy both 
of idle and tcicked tcords; and Ukewke of' their 
deedf done hi the bodjf* 

'^ The Lord God hasten ths^t day, and let Him 
come, even Him who cometh as a thief in the 
night, even the Lord Jesus Christy who said, * I 
am the Truth/ the Spirit whereof the world can* 
not receive, but we have known him, and received 
him, and know that he is true, and have believed 
on him, and have often drunk of the living water 
that springeth up tinto life eternal, in those that 
truly believe. And this I say, for ever blessed are 
they that believe and endure to the end ; for whom 
God's crown of life is prepared, and for all who 
give up their lives, and suffer faithfully for the 
honour of him, who hath so far honoured thera, 
as to account them worthy to bear their testimony 
and to suffer for him ;' m the which, I say, the 
Lord preserve my friends and brethren every 
where, who have tasted of God^s loving kindness, 
and remain sensible at present of the m^kness of 
his love. And let all Friends so dwell in the faith 
which is the gift of God over the wprld, as to live 
thereby, and not to lose the crown of glory 
and immortality^ which Mas desired from the 
breathings of the seed, in the days of Jacob's 
captivity. 
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And the Lord G od of my Hfe, preserve and defend 
the plants of rigbteouaness^ even by bis own power, 
and bis own Spirit, in tbat day, and at that time, 
when all other helps may not be available ; that 
then the sufficiency of the greatness of his own 
wisdom and strength, may be apparent ; and then, 
most happy shall those be, who are found worthy 
to suffer andiendupe all manner of trials, cruelties, 
«nd' hardships, for Him and his name's sake; and 
•to Uve and reign, ^and enjoy bis unutterable peace 
«nd irest, which is in himself, treasured up as a 
fall reward; and much more than could have been 
expected, for the upright in heart, who end their 
days in truth, «nd finish their course in righteous* 
ness, anj^ lay down their lives for his sake, to live 
Vfitti 'him evermore. 

^* Atid (bis 18 that thou and offaers may hear from 
tne, and know that I remain in the service of God, 
and in faithful long-sufferings for the gospel of his 
Son, as at diis day, being the 6th of the 7th month, 
1662, in the strait prison at Winchester, where 
I^am Jcnown by this name, 

HUMPHREY SMITH,** 
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CHAPTER XV. 



LIF£ OF JOHN jtlDLJND. 



John AUDLAND has been already mea- 
tioned in the life of John Camm, who was his 
intimate friend and fre^ent x:ompanion in gospel 
labour. .Jdhn Audland was horn of respectable 
.parents^ in the neighbouf hood of his friend's resi- 
dence, not far from Kendal, about the year 1630. 
Whilst a child he was disposed to youthful amuse- 
ments ; but when about seventeen years of age, he 
became religiously inclined. He read the Holy 
•Scriptures diligently, associating himself with the 
most religious people he could find. Hailing a 
good understanding and retentive memory, *he be- 
came, like Apollos, " mighty in the Scriptures ;'* 
could discourse largely of religion, and became an 
eminent teacher iii a society which ^as separated 
fiom the national way of worship. But though a dis- 
'seiftteri he frequently attended the public places of 
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worsliipy where he often preached to the people^ 
and many flocked.to h^ar li4p. 

Tfais'he practised before he joined 'the Socielj 
called {juakersy atfd the circumstance is a confir- 
mation of a remark in the preceding volume, that 
this practice was not.unfrequent in those times, 
and takes dfF much of <tbe^iDbjectioo. which has 
been made to our friends .preaching in those 
places, even after' the- minister had nHntabed bis ser- 
vice. And here I ^all once' for all remark, that 
I find very few instances of our Friends interrupt- 
ing ^e.mini^er^. while engaged in preaching, .a 
prac^pe. v'hich I think, requires, somethiipg veiy 
extraor^in vy to justify it. Yet Itemen^ej: a few 
ye^rsago 9 cL-:ciunstance of this Jcind. occurred, in 
a Popish cpngregatiQp in Ireland, in which tiie 
conduct of .the ^ealQus opposer appeared to be 
generally admired ;/^ nor do I recollect any cen^ 
sure being passed upon it by the Protestant 
writers who npticed it. So differently do ^ we feel, 
accor4iiig to our different opinipns.or interests. 

But to return from this digression, . J^n jftud*- 
land continued to minister among a particular class 
of disjueuters, until the memorable meeting at 
Firbank .Chapel, where he had preached, the 
day George Fox came there. After this meet- 
ingy George Fox weut to John Audland's house; 
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and by the instfumentaltty of the |)oblic ministry 
and private endeavours of that eminent' and suc- 
cessful gospel labourer John -Au<^land^as so fully 
convinced of the rectitude of the doctrine^prcacb- 
cd, that'hei as did many otbers, 'laid aside' theit 
high profession, and joined in* fellowsHip with % 
despised but simple-hearted people, among >^bonEi 
they found that rest and peace which their souls haid 
long sought after. He was now brought into a state 
of deep humiliation and seli^-abaseWfent. ' "A great 
hunger and thirst," to use the words of Thd.Gamnf, 
^' the Lord having raised in his heart and son!, 
for a Saviour, one of a thousand, that could siv^ 
aransom-foF^his'Sod/' and redeem bilti from thfe 
pit of corruption; for he saw all his great profes- 
sion, all his virisdom and knowledge, could not help 
him." In this state of mind he continued a con- 
siderable time; but the Lord heard hi^ humble 
players, and brought his soul out of tlie depths 
into which it had been plunged, enabling^ him to 
rejoice with the joy of salvation, and qualifying 
hsm for speaking a word in due season to the af^ 
flibted traveller Zionward, He soon became^ a 
public and able minister " the^Lord anointing. him 
to preach and piiblish redemption in tbe^name o( 
the Lord Jesu« Christ, and deliverance to ihe cap- 
tive exile, in w bich work be wa» found faithful^ 
being filled with power and might from on high, 
and girded with the strength of the^ Almigh'ty." 
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At this time I suppose John Aticlland to Iiave 
been in the twenty<-third year of his age. In his 
twenty-first year he had married Ann jNewby, a 
virtuous and religious young woman of Kieodalt 
who proved a true helpmeet to him in every re- 
spect. He now gave hitpself up to the service of 
the ministry; and great success-attended.his gospels 
labours. 

About the year 1654, he travelled southward witif 
several of his friends, who, dividing themselves, went 
into different par.ts> and met afterward in London. 
John Audiand, accompanied by* Thomas Airey, 
bad been at Bristol in his w«y to the Metropolis, 
and after spending some time in London, h^ re- 
turned to Bristol, accompanied by his particular 
friend, John Camm. In his first visit to this city, 
he had held several meetings with the Indepen- 
dents and Baptists, in their awn meetingrhouses ; 
but he and his present companion now held many 
meetings in more public places. The success of 
their labours is already noticed in the ]if<^ of John 
Camm. John Audland being in the vigour of 
youth, and zealous to promote the good cause 
which he had espoused, exerted himself very roucb 
in the large meetiugs which were held in the open 
air, in Bristol and its neighbourhood. . By this, 
together with the bodily sufferings he underwent 
from the abuse of the rabble and the persecution^ 
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of llie magistrates, it appears' likely that a founda- 
tion was laid for that pulmonary disorder which 
terminated his life about uioe years after. 

Respecting onef of these meetings at Bristol, 
^Vtliiani Sewel gives this account: " In a meet- 
ing M'hicli he once had in a field 'without Bris- 
tol, after John Camm had left ofF speaking, he 
stood up with an awful and shining countenance, 
and lifting up his Voice Sis a trumpet, he said : ' I 
proclaim a' spiritual war with the inhabitants' of 
the earth, who are in the fall and separation from ^ 
God, and I prophesy to the four winds of heaven.' 
*Ilius he went brt with mighty power, exhorting 
to repentance, and spoke with such a piercing 
authority/ that some of the auditory fell on the 
ground,' and cried out under the seiu^ of their 
' transgressions/' 

Cliarles Marshall, who calls John Audland 'Miis 
fkther in Christ Jesus/' gives a similar account of 
this meeting, and adds : f' Indeed it was a notable 
day, worthy to be left on record, that our children , . 
> may read and tell to their children, and theirs to 
smother generation, that the worthy noble acts of 
the arm of God's salvation niav be remembered." 

After his return from this journey, he was en- 
gaged in religious visits to oihcr places. In the 
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year 1656, Ids beloved friend and fellow-labourer^ 
John Canim, was removed from him by death. 
This loss was closely felt by John Audhind. It 
was, however, in some measure supplied by his 
friend's son, Thomas Canmi, who afterwards be* 
came Audland's frequent companion in his gospel 
labours, which he continued as long as* his bodilj: 
health permitted. 

Wlien his health Began materially to^ decline^ 
does not clearly appear. In the year l66S, he 
became confined by indisposition, during which 
time he often said : ** Ah ! those great meetings in- 
the orchard at Bristol, I may not forget ! I would^ 
so gladly have spread my net over all> and have- 
gathered all, that I forgot myself; never consider- 
ing the inability of my body. But it's well ; my 
reward is with me, and I am content to give up 
and be with the Lord;, for that my soul values^ 
above all things." 

In the course of his illness he had a dream, or 
vision, respecting two 'of his friends and fellow- 
labourers in the work of the ministry. As it con'> 
tains^ some instructive matter, I shall give the 
substance of it as related by his widow. ^' He saw 
a very large mine, where there was very much 
precious ore to be digged out, but witli great and 
hard labour. And the Lord and Master had called: 
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him with many more to labour in this mine, in or- 
der to work and dig out this good and precious 
ore; and he who was most diligent in labour, was 
to be most liberally rewarded. Now the com- 
mand was, that they might work in every part of 
the mine, but must all gather to one place and to 
one heap ; and the work prospered and became 
exceedingly great to the glory of the Lord> and* 
their joy and comfort who were found diligent'. 
In process of time he looked behind him upoa 
others that were labouring, and amongst them be« 
held two, who had been ancient labourers, to be- 
gin to slack, and' would but work where it was 
most easy, in their o\Vn time, and by their own 
appointment ; not regl^ding the command of their 
Lord; and not only so, but when they found a 
piece of ore more rich and goodly than somo 
other, whether it was of their own diggmg or not, 
they did gather it to another private heap of their 
own for themselves, to their own benefit, and not 
the Lord's*- 

" On seeing this, he cried out in the grief and 
Ibitterness of his exercise, to see such disobey the 
Lord's command, • Ah, Lord ! it was ihy command 
that we should all work at thy appointment, and 
gather to one heap; and for a time it was so, and 
thy heap increased and thy work prosi)ered ; but 
now. there are two that have begua to gather to 
their own heap, and not to thee. ' The exercise 
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of minci he wad now under awoke him, and hi^ 
wife finding him fnuch affected, he- informed her 
the cause, and told her he believed the thing would ' 
come to pass, which it >iccordingly did in the^ 
course of a few year^.- 

His hectic fever increasing upon' him, witfii 
loss of sleep and other symptoms, which indicated' 
his approadhittg dissolution, he was often visited 
by his friends and neighbours, by -whom he was 
much belovecL In .these visits his mouth was fr e^ 
quently opened in religious* communications, to- 
the great refreshment of his friends^ .and often^ 
whilst in bed, would he raise himself on his knees, 
and fervently pray for them, and that the Lord 
would prosper his work, in.thia and surrounding: 
uationSi 

In this state of mind he continued to the end, 
saying, That there was nothing for which he de- 
sired to live, except the comfortable enjoyment of 
his friends, in the fellowship of the life of truth; 
and that he might be a comfort to his beloved 
wife. Her situation was at this time particularly 
trying, being delivered of a son about ten days af- 
ter her husband's decease. But, though closely 
attached to each other, resignation^ to the Divine 
will, appears in a remarkable manner to have been 
attained by thein. ho\h^ To God he often recom- 
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mended his dear wife and child, encouraging her 
to give him up to the will of the Almighty, 
<^ whose," said he, " I am, being made acceplablo 
ill his beloved Son.'* 

Thus did this fs^itbful labourer in the Lord's 
vineyard, terminate his short but devoted life, on 
the 24th of the 1st month, 16(JS. He was in- 
terred the day following at'Biikiigg Park, where 
the remains of his friend John Cumm had bcett 
deposited about six years before* 

John Audland. did not publish much from the^ 
piess. His printed works, except two or three 
cnnt rover sill! pieces, consist of Epistles to his 
frieiids, for whom he possessed mucli love; and 
there is reason to believe he uas no less beloved 
by them. He appears indeed by various accounts 
to have been of a very amiajjle disposition and a 
comely person. He was also a man of good na- 
tural abilities, of a noble spirit, and an humbiC 
heart. These accomplishments being united wiih 
much religious knowledge and experience, ren- 
dered his company pld^sing and instructhig. In 
his ministerial communications he was farge and 
, affecting, having a word in season to all conditions. 
While he possessed great respect and esteem for 
those who were in Christ before him, he enter- 
tained much tenderness to such as were young in 
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the miuistry, being always ready to encoarage and 
give place to them. In short, he was abundandy 

« 

furnished both with natural and spiritual gifts^ 
which he exercised to the praise and glory of Him. 
who gave them. 



CHAPTER XVI,. 



2TFE OF WILLIAM CJTON. 



JFT is net easy exactly to ascertain either the 
place or the time of William Caton's birth, but 
I suppose he was bom somewhere in Lahca« 
shire^ and about the year 1636. His parents ap* 
pear to have been careful in his educatiooy both 
with regard to religion and learning;. and he being 
a child seriously disposed and of good abilities, 
their care respecting him was not in vain. When 
he was about fourteen years of age, his father took 
him to Judge Feirs, at Swarthmore Hall, to be 
educated with his son, by a priest who was- related 
to the Catons. Here William became the com-* 
panion of the judge's son, both in his stndiesrand 
amusements. To be placed in so respectable and. 
valuable a family, produced feelings of gratitude 
to Divine Providence for so great a favour ; and 
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Ills mind being frequently brought under religioH^ 
considerations and impressions, he was often en- 
gaged in secret supplications to the Divine Being; 
and tlie worldly enjoyments and pleasures of which 
he partook, became as matters of inferior im-' 
portauce. 

After some time of private instruction, William 
Galon went with the sou of Judge Fdl to a school 
at Hawkshead. While at this school he met with 
many temptations, and much unprofitable com-» 
pany. The lads did not continue long here, but 
soon returned to Swarthmore. In both these 
situations Caton was often humbled under a sense 
of Divine love and mercy to his soul ; though at 
times under close conviction for sin and disobedi* 
ence. He was now'about fifteen years of age; 
and it being much ifie practice in the judge's fa- 
mily to repeat the sermons which they had heard, 
and to paraphrase upon them, he endeavoured to 
accomplish himself this way, but without the satis-* 
faction which his soul desired^ 

While matters stood thus, George Fox paid his 
first visit to Judge Fell's. Tliis was in the year 
.1652. William Caton was at first disgusted with 
George Fox*s non-compliance with customs and 
salutations, to which he had been used. There 
iiraa, however, a secret something which attracted 
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fais mind to this minister of the gospel, and to the 
testimony which he bore to the Light of Christ in 
die heart. He therefore Mras, with the rest of the 
family, except the judge> \rho was not at hoine> 
so effectually reached by the ministry of George 
Fox, as to be convinced of the truth of the' doc- 
trine wMch he taught. ' 

Tlie witness fop God in his conscience being 
^us awakened, he became humbled under a sense 
of his sins; but the evil nature was not yet fully 
subjected, and he underwent many close conflicts 
before be experienced his. mind settled in peace. 
During this time of exercise, liis friend Margaret 
Fell, the judge's wife, took notice of him, and em- 
ployed hhn at home to teach her younger children, 
which preserved him from many unpleasant cir- 
cumstances til at he might have met with at school. 
She also m£(de him her smianuensis, and took him 
with her mto the company of her friends, by which 
be was nui^h edified, and his mind increasingly 
drawn into love and unity with those, to whom 
she had then attached herself. 

He was now seventeen years of age, and harving 
undergone those dispensations, which may be com- 
pared to the fire, the sword, and the hammer, he 
was afterwards introduced into a state of spiritual 
enjoyment, under which he coirld say : " Oh the 
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preciousness and excellency of that day! Oh Vthe' 
glory and the blessedDcss of tbat day! How shoukt^ 
I demonstrate it; or by what means should I ex-^ 
plain it, that generations to come might under* 
stand it, and give praise to the Lord Jehevabi'^ 

William Caton, who wrote aif account of hU» 
own life, enlarges much on the benefits and ea*- 
joyments of which he partook whilst in this excel- 
lent family at Swarthmore, which was then ancf 
for many years afterwards much distinguished for itS* 
hospitality and for its general i-ec^tion of the mem- 
bers of the new society. Caton says that Friends 
from five or six counties would frequently be there 
at the same time; and George Fox frequently re- 
sorting there during the years .165£ and 1653,? 
Gaton had many opportunities of partaking of hi* 
instructive society; from which, he received much 
religious benefit; George Fox treating him with 
much fatherly attention andkindness ; Margaret Fell, 
as already noticed, was also ve|;y attentive to him,, 
and acted the part of a mother in every respect. 

These great advantages were not lost upon this 
young man's improveaHe mind. He grew in that 
grace aiid saving knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to whicfi it was the peculiar care of the 
mhiisters of this society to turn the attention of 
those among whom they ministered. He not only 
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experienced the work of his own soul's salvatien 
to go forward; but feeling the love of God shed 
abroad in his heart, and a zeal for the cause of 
truth and righteousness, he became constrained 
nnder these feelings some times to attend the public 
places of worship, and ** to declare," as he him- 
self expresses it, " against the deceit of the priests 
and the sins of the people ; and to warn all to re- 
pent* He now subjected himself to much bodily 
sufFering ; biit this was little to him ia comparison 
of the inward enjoyments of which he partook ; 
so that his experience was like that which the holy 
apostle mentions: ** As our sufferings abound. in 
Ghrist, so also doth our consolation abound by 
ChidsU'^ 

William Caton contfnued at Swartbmorer till 
the nth month, 1^54, when, though only in the 
nineteenth year of his age, he became concerned 
to visit his friends in some of the southern parts 
of the nation. His separation from the family 
where he had so long and so comfortably resided, 
was a close trial to their mutual friendship ; but 
the consideration of the good cause in which he 
was about to engage, reconciled their minds to the 
trying separation; and they parted from each other 
in the sense of much love and unity. 

Leaving S^^i arthmore, he passed through Lanca- 
shire, YorishirCj and Derbyshire to Badgley or 
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Badesley^ in the county of Warwick. Here he 
met with a considerable number of his brethren, 
from whom he received much encouragement. 
He proceeded thence to Wellingborough in North- 
amptonshire^ where he found many who had been- 
convinced of the same docrines which he had em- 
braced, and they were much refreshed togethen 

Whil^ at Wellingborough be was imprisoned a 
single nighty and the next day released.- He next 
* travelled to Canrbridge, where he hrad a good op- 
portunity to vbit his friends; after which he pro- 
ceeded to. Norwich. It was now the depth of 
winter, and he and his companion travelling on 
foot, they had many difficulties to encounter in 
their journey. At Norwich they found several 
north country Friends in prison, whom^ he says,- 

'* we visited, and with whom we were sweetly 
refreshed*" 

After some pnblic sisrvice in ttiis dty, he pro- 
ceeded towards London, where he was - cordially 
received by his friends ; and in a little time* several 
other Friends from the north came there. At one time 
there were tenor twelve ministers in the city, '^most 
of us/' to use his own wordsy '^ came out of the 
^orth, even plain, honest, upright men, such as the 
Lord was pleased to make use of in that day ; and 
very diligeut we were iu his work night and day. 
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labouring faithfully, as much as in us lay, to exaft 
hia name over all, and make hi? truth aud salva- 
tion known even unto all." 

During his stay in London he met with John 
Stubbs, with whom, after finishing his service in 
the city, he travelled into Kent. In this county 
they had much religious service; and Luke Howard, 
of Dover, and Samuel Fisher» of Lydd, were 
among the fruits of their gospel labours; these two 
useful members of the society being convinced by 
the means of their ministry. Between Dover and 
Lydd they visited Folkstone, Hide, and Romney, 
in all which places they met with considerable suc- 
cess, though sometimes it was attended with much 
bodily suffering. From Lydd they went to Ash- 
ford, Tenterden, Cran brook, and Staplehur&t. At 
the two^ last places they met with a people who 
y/vere ready to receive their testimony; and, to use 
Catou's own words, '' several large and precious 
meetings we had among them ; and the power and 
presence of the Lord was much with us, in which 
ve rejoiced together, freely distributing the Word 
of Life unto them, which at that time dwelt richly 
and plenteously in our hearts." At these places 
the people pressed them to take some money, which 
th^ found some difficulty in refusing to accept. 

These appear to have been the first Friends who 
wited Keut^ and established meetings ia that 
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coaaiys Ob- tkeir return towards London, ihey 
came to-Maidsteoe, where they underwent some 
cruel persecutRHK T&ey were here on the firtt 
day of the week ; and John Stubbs went to the 
public place of worship^ andWillian^Catonto the 
meeting of the Independents, John was sent that 
day to the house of correction, and William .the. 
day following. After being plundered of lh6rcen-^ 
tents of their pockets, they were stripped, and^ 
their necks and arms put into the stocks. When 
released from this situation, they were put in irons 
or great logs of wood, and thenxequired to work. 
This they refused, having, broken no law, and they 
were kept several days with'tbe allowance of only 
a little water. Some women,., and even the male- 
factors, would have given tKera some provisions, 
but they declined accepting their kindness. After 
a few days> the report of this cruel treatment 
spread into the town, and the magistrates became 
so ashamed, that they restored some of the pro- 
perty taken from them, and conveyed them, out of 
the town in different directions-, neither of thenr 
knowing where the other was gone. They, how- 
ever, soon met in London, and found their minds 
engaged to return to the place where they had 
been so cruelly treated. This was no small trial 
of their faith and obedience; but being resigned 
to the service, ihey went again into Kent, and to 
Maidstone, where however they met with no ma- 



XIFE OF WILLIAM CATON/ 243 

terial opposition; but afterwards passed <by Can*' 
tei'bury and Sandwich to Dover. 

• While William Caton was at Dover^ he found 
-his midd engaged to ^pass over to Calais. I'his 
was in the 4th monUiy 1655. *On his arrival at 
^this town, he found its inhabitants greatly «unk in 
superstition and idolatry. This was very distressing 
to his feeling? mind; and not ^eing able to speak 
Freneh/he could not easily relieve himself of the 
burden Virhich he wa» under; but after being there a 
.little^ime, during which he generally resided in a 
.fibip) soine of the most respectable inhabitants, hear- 
ing of him, sent to die vessel, and had him conveyed 
to a bouse> -where many of the principal people 
were gathered together^ and a Scotch nobleman 
being. in company, he acted as interpreter. " I 
had," says William Caton, " a very gallant oppor- 
.tunity to declare the truth among them.; and pre- 
cious dominion the Lord was pleased to give me 
aver their vain, lights frothy minds and spirits." 

* Soon after this opportunity, 'he felt himself at 
liberty to return to Dover, where he found his 
companion John Stubbs, who inclining to go to 
Holland, William Caton was diposed to accom- 
pany him. I'hey went by Gravesend and Col- 
chester to Yarmouth. Here they waited about 
three weeks for a passage, and when they were 
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taken into the vessel in which they expected to he 
conveyed, the master finding who and what they 
were, sent them again to land. After this disap 
pointnient they went .to Sunderland, from which 
place William Caton went to visit his friends ^ 
Swarthmore, by \siiose society be was^ as ^usual, 
much refreshed. 

After he had spent some time at this hospitable 
man»ion^ he went to Shields, whence he and John 
Stubbs sailed in a vessel for Flushing in Zealand; 
where and at Middleburgh theyhad soine religious 
service, attended also with some bodily suffering. 
They did not stay long here, but took shipping for 
Rotterdam, where their service was much limited 
by not being able to spea-k .the language of ,the 
country, and not having a faithful interpreter^ 
They were the first Friends who visited this city 
and country; but after they liad relie,ved their 
minds here, they again took shipping fi>f Zealand, 
and thence for England. After a stormy passage, 
they landed at Hurtlepool, whence William Caton 
went through llie county of Durham, &^e. to his 
home at Swaithmore. 

lie did not continue long ont of service, but 
soon left Swarthmore to visit some parts of Scot- 
land, his friend John Stubbs again joining "him. 
It was in the beginning of the 10th month, 4iow 
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the ICthy tbat they entered ihis country by Berviick* 
uhere William Caton was put out of the town; but 
afterwards returned. After some religious service 
here, they proceeded to Edinburgh, where they 
separated in much love. William Caton continued 
in Edinburgh several weeks, having .good service 
there, accompanied by a Friend of the name of John 
Slee, wbo joined him after the departure of his 
former companion. From Edinburgh he travelled 
to Stirliogy Glasgow, and Douglas, in which places 
he had opportunities of exercising his niiiysteri^ail 
gift with some success, and with relief to his own 
-mind. From Ppuglas he travelled towards Eng- 
^landy and again reached Swarthmore before the 
.expiration of the year.l655> according to th^Old 
Style. 

"This was certainly a year very closely occupied 
by William Caton. His first departur-e from 
Swarthmore was, as is already noticed, in the 1 1th 
month, 1(534-5; and we now see how much he 
had travelled and laboured in the work of the gos- 
pel, before the commencement of the year l6o6, 
and all this before he was twenty years of age. 
My readers' reflections will, I apprehend, super- 
sede the necessity of any remarks from' me on so 
extraordinary a circumstance. 

About the middle of the Ist montli, 1055-6, he 
left Swarthmore again on a religious visit into 
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Lancashire, Cheshire, and Staffordshire, in Mliich 
counties be and his companion, William Simpson^ 
had good sendee ; diough not without some bodily 
suffenngs. At Congerton they were imprisoned a 
few days, and then released. William Caton« 
about this time, attended a larg^ general meeting 
in Leicestershire, where be met with his much- 
vaiued friend George Fox^ whose company as well 
as the meetings, tended greatly to his comfort and 
satisfaction. 

In llie Sd month, 1656, lie again left Swarth- 
more for Scotland ; and on his return from that 
country, he travelled into the south-west parts of 
England, accompanied by Waker Clements. At 
Bristol they were more than a little refreshed with. 
Friends, and with seeing how the truth prospered 
among them." Proceeding into Cornwall, he vi- 
sited George Fox and somfe other Friends, who 
were prisoners in Launceston jail, '' where," says 
Caton, " K^y refreshment was so much, that my 
cup was made to overflow^" 

His companion, it -seems, had parted from him 
at Bristol, to which city be now returned through 
Devonshire. At Totness he was apprehended, 
and sent by a pass from one place to another* 
Being known to be a Quaker, and not a pauper, 
people were attracted by the circumstance to the 
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^|)Iace8 where he was, which afforded him many 
opportunities of preadiingy and spreading among 
the people the doctrines which he taught. 

Coming to Bristol^ he found Franck Howgill, 
John Audlandy and several odier of his Inrelbren 
there from distant parts, b^ whose society he was 
much comforted* He now travelled towards 
Sent, where he visited those in particular, among 
iKrhom be liad successfully Uboured, when in that 
county before. Here I shall tranacribe from his 
own account, die stale of his mind at this time : 
*' Many precious and large meetings §had in the 
county; and the Lord was very much with me, 
who furnished me plentifully with Us word and 
power^ insomuch that I stood admiring at sundry 
times from whence I bad that fulness. And it- 
was not by me only, but by many more, who 
looking with the «ye of reason on my earthly 
tabernacle, could not expect any great thing from 
me, being then but about twenty years of age. Yet 
plenty of heavenly diings the Lord was pleased to 
open in me and through me, to the end that I 
might communicate the same to the multitude; 
which sometimes being very great, I was ready to 
aay within myself, where shall I have wherewithal 
to satisfy all these ? When I looked at my own 
weakness and instiificieiicy us of myself, I was 
ready ta faitft; but when I looked only at the 

h 
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Ijord, and pat my confidence entirely in Him, I wa(S 

strong and courageous. For the Lord showed me 

J»y his. eternal light, oh a ^time when I was hs- 

moaning my own^weakness, and groaning under a 

^enseof the weight of the burden of the service 

And work of the Lord, saying or thinking within 

myself, Oh! such and such ar,e sb and so fitted and 

furnished, that they need not care what service 

they are called unto, but asibr me, I am so sim- 

ple> I am so vijeA\t .audi never have any, thing 

Hbefore hand, neidier do scarce ever know when t 

go into A meeting q{ several Jiundreds, what i 

-shall say, m whether aliy thing or nothing ; yea, 

whep J was full of these and su<^ like reasonings, 

tbeXiord showed me, >how they that had mucli 

had nothing over/ and they that had little had no 

lack, even as it was with the Israelites of joLd.'' 

Entering meetings In this humble, dependent 
state of mind, he further observes : -^ The Ijord 
hath been pleased to give me his word so plentifully, 
that through Him I was enabled to speajc . two, 
three, yea sometimes four hours in a meeting, 
with little or no^ intermission ; and often it hath 
been with me, that as I knew not before the meet- 
ing v^at I should speak in the meetii^ neither 
could I well remember after .the meeting ^bat I 
had spoken in it. Now these things I rehearse 
not for my own praise, but do say. Not unt(0 
me, not unto me, that have nothing but what I 
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have received^ be the praise^ bufiinto the Lord alone 
who is the giver, of everj^good and perfect gift*'' 

WilHalB Caton continued visitinig Ms blends in 
England, Scotland, and Holland, till- tKe year 
l66d, when he was^ married at' Amsterdam 
to Anneken Dirricks. His marriage, however^ 
clid not much interrupt his« jeligious service, 
lor in less than three months after its accom- 
plishment, he was engarged to go to England 
^n a religious visit *; and a few months after his 
return' to Holland, he went a^ain into England, 
taking bis wife with him* When they had been 
sometime together in this country, she returned 
to Holland, and be travelled northward^ attend- 
ing meetings in Us way from London to SKrartl^ 
more ; where> after visiting Friends in the neigh- 
bouring counties^ he returned, and paid his last 
visit.'- George Fox being there^ his compan; 
added to the pleasure and profit, which that seat 
of christian beneficence had always afforded bin). 
He took bis leave of them ** in the fulnes of en- 
deared love, and much brokeuness of heart -" and 
travelled through the county of Durham to Sun* 
derland, where not meeting with a vessel ready to 
sail for Holland, and inclining to visit Friend^io^ 
some other places, be went by Sbotteo, Stockton, 
and Whitby, to Scarbrough, where, after visiting 
friends, he took shipping for Holland* The voyage 
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proved very tempestuous^ and the ship leaky. At 
lengtk tbey put into Yarmoifth Roadsi and while 
detained there^ William Catoa went on shoie to 
visit his friends. Being there on the first fia^ of 
the week^ he attended a meeting, where be, with 
several othera under similar circumstances, wesa 
apprehended and sent to prison^ in which they were 
confined six months, because they would not take 
an oath. They were committed on the 4th of 8t|i 
mouthy 1663, and liberated on the 8Sd of £d iDonti^, 
1664. 

Here ends William Caton^s own account of hira* 
self; and I find nothing further of consequence 
recorded of him till his death in the 10th month 
of the following year, 1665. He was the author 
of several publications^ among which is an Abridg- 
ment of the Ecclesiastical History of Eusebiiis 
Pamphilius. William Seweh, who v/sls personally 
acquainted with Caton, says of him: '' He was a 
man not only of literature and zealous for religion, 
bAt of a courteous and affable temper and con- 
'versation, by which he was in good esteem among 
those he was acquainted with.'^ He appears in- 
deed to have been a man of great worth; and bis 
4removal w^td, no doubt, be miich felt' by his 
friends. But there is great reason to believe that 
,fae was one of those who could say, with a holy 
apostle, ^^ To me to live is Christ, and to die i»- 
gam. 
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JbN tke preceding Memoir, the conversioir of 
.Samuel fisher^ the principles of the Quaken, is- 
noticed as the effect of the ministry of Williaip 
CatOR and John Stubbs* llie time and place of 
fiis birth L have not been ab|e to ascertain. 11^ 
ivas educated at one of th^ universities, and entering . 
into holy order^/ as they are called, heiirst became 
chiB plain to some person of quality, and afterwards 
was made priest of Lydd in Kent, a living at that 
time worth abont two hundred pounds per annum. 
^Vhile in this situation, he was requested by 
the master of Luke Howard, aa ^apprentice to a 
shoemaker at Dover, to converse M'ith the you^g 
man respecting a seruple which' be entertained 
about the singing of David's Psalms in places of 
public worship. Howard explained the reasons of 
his uneasiness with that practice in' such a manner, 
that Fisher, rather than Howard, was altered m 

opinion on the subjects 

. /• • 

The arguments used on this oceenion were the^ 
that God *is a Spirit, and must be worshipped in 
spirit and in trpth ; .but that it was contrary to 

L 3 
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tnith for a proiul man to mgf he was not puffed: 
up in mind| that he had no scornful eye, and did 
not exercise himself* in Cbibgs too high for him* 
Further, to sing, rivers of tears run down my eyes, 
because other men keep not thy law, iwhen those 
who thus sing, never knew true repentance for 
their own sins, was such a violation^ of common 
^morality, as true religion could, not sanctioni. 

By tins conversation, Fbher, who had* already 
entertained some dissatisfaction with various mat- 
ters connected with his present employment, grew 
more uneasy with it. Preaching for hire, and the 
baptism of infants, became a burden to his tender, 
feeling mind ; and so great was his dedication to 
that which appeared'to be his religions duty, that 
he voluntarily resigned his lucrative situation, took 
a farm for the support of his family, and joined 
himself in society with the Baptists, by whom Be 
was highly esteemed; and be became- a ministac 
among thenh. 

When Gaton and Stubbs went into tKoM parts,. 
Tisher hospitably entertained them in his house ; 
and their gospel labours nuide some impression 
on his mind, though he did not then acknowledge 
it. After leaving Lydd^ and visiting some places 
.thereabout, they returned thither again, when they 
^und their former labours had been blessed, and 
many persons werenowfeady to join Ihem. 6«Qr<^ 
Hammond; however^ a BaptisI preacher,. pabiicly 
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pmicfacdagaiDit thim ; whikh ptwe Sumuel Fubcr 
«o nmcb unecsincsfy that hm stood up in the same 
HMelHigy and said to^ilamnoiidi: <* Dear Brolhar, 
jou are rttf Mar and dear to me, bat the truth is 
nearer and dearer. This i» the everlasting trudt 
and gospel." This was very trying to Hammond; 
and, with a mixture of anger and sorrow. Be ex- 
claimed: '''Our brother Fisher is also bewitthedl*' 
Fisher made no reply, but attaching himself stiH 
more closely to Caton and" Stubbs, he joined the 
religious society to which they belonged. Tfiis^ 
was in the year 1.665* 

In the following year Cromwell' convened tUe 
parliament,, which met on. the 17th of the 7tb 
month, in the Painted Chamber, Whitehall. Fisher 
had been under a great exercise for several days, 
from an apprehension of duty to gp there at that 
time, and*to deliver what he considered a message^ 
from the Lord to the Protector and Parfiament. 
After much secret conflict of spirit, he resigned 
hin^self to this duty, and went to the Painted 
Cbambec at the tune appointed! The Protector 
made a long speech, in the course of which he 
said, he knew not of one man that suffered" im- 
prisonment unjustly in England^ An soon as 
Cromwell bad finished his speech, Fisher attempted 
to deliver what was upon his mind ; but he had 
proceeded a very little in his intended speech, be- 
fore he was interrupted with the cry of, " A 
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Quaker^ a<Mwr; hufhimdamm, hedmtkmfQ^ 
tiptakr Be homwm pfocccdbd as bag aa ha^ 
poanbljr cocdd^ and baliefcd tiia Protedar aii£ 
Parliaiiienl. Bien voadd haw baaid biait iMid wa^ 
othanmddrtlj oppoaad aad pravcatad bia flpeakioi^ 

Being tlius prevented from verballj conunooi- 
eating that which was upon his nuDd,iie coiiUDitte<(^ 
it to writing and published it. The foUawiog: 
quotation will show the very low opinion he en— 
tertained of the then ruling party in the nation, 
and the plainness of speech with which he deli- 
vered hb message, or rather the message of ther 
L*oid, to them. 

After some introdactory words, he expresses 
himself thus : '^ Ye are a seed of evil doek-s, saith' 
the Lord; an hypocritical generation, a people 
whose heart is not rigbt> and whose spirit is not 
steadfast with the Lord; Ye have made many 
shows of seeking my face, but ye have not found 
it, because ye have not sought it in sincerity. Ye- 
liave talked much of turning unto me, but yc have 
never done it yet with all your hearts; but feign- 
edly, saith the Lord. Ye have seemed much to 
inquire after ma in your long prayers> as if yc did 
delight to know my ways;. but my ways, which are 
ways of purity^ peace, and pleasantness, though 
grievious to the wicked, yc yet kuow not, so well' 
as ye might do, did ye stand in my counsel; and' 
so far forth as yc do know of ihcm, vc have no 
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ddight to walk in them, to strait and nigged are 
Aey to diat nature ivbich ye yet remain in. Ye 
call out to me after Ugh^ as if ye were very de- 
airotts to be enlightened ; bat ye are haters of 
my light and my life, saith the Lord, even die light 
in the conscienee which I have placed in every 
one of you. This ye come not closely to, lest 
ye should be reproved by it, but love darkness 
more tban il^ because your deeds are eviL 

^ Ye have fasted often and hung down your 
heads hke a bulrush for a day; but ye have never 
yet fasted unto me^ saith the Lord. You find 
your own pleasure still ; the bands of wickedness 
are not loosed ; you are capdvatedstBl in the cords 
of your own sins; nether have you, in the midst 
of all your abstinence, abstained yet from die 
flesihly lusts whicb war against your souls; but ane 
as proud as ever, as pompous and vain as ever, ia 
luxuijous and wanton ; as covetous and earthly- 
minded; as self-seeking; as time-serving; ay men- 
pleasuig ; as oppressing and unrighteous as before. 
Ye have often fasted for, but never fully from, 
your iniq^uities to this day, saith the Lord. Ye 
'would be counted professors,, yea promoters of 
religion, but are indeed persecutor of the very life* 
and power, and of that people that do believe in 
the life and power of that same religion, which ia 
form and words ye have long professed^' 
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After a loog remonslrance of this kind, and Xkj^ 
ing before Oliver and liis Parliament the great 
iiiconsiiteBcy of ibw conduct, witb the spirit of 
ehrifltianity ; and predicting their disgrace and 
downfall, he concludes thus : '' What shall one- 
then answer the i^e^sengers of the nations? Evea- 
this, that the Ijord hath founded Zion,.,aiid'tlie 
pk»or of his people have betaken tbemselves unto - 
it. But all Inxurioas, M^anton, and covetoic^ 
worIdling8> all formal professors and cKssenabling 
hypoerites^ painted sepulchrfea and whined avails, 
base backsliders, and filthy- liar^. hireling, priest 
and fawning prophets, and all proiKl oppressors 
and wicked opposers, and persecutors of Christ iir 
his people, can have no share in it ; but are shis^ 
ont into the talfe; amTgone down fSr ever wi tlt^ 
the uncircumcised into the pit, which hath shut 
her mouth upon th^n^ theie, woild without end^. 
-io be cQofouMde4^"^ 

Thus^ plainly d<d our early Friends deal with 
that "hypocritical generation," who under pre» 
tensions of promoting liberty, both civil, and reli- 
gious, had proved more cruel persecutors than, 
those who had gone before them, and many df^ 
them became so darkened in their understanding, 
as even to plead for persecution and to pray^ 
against the spreading of a spirit of toleration^ No 
wonder then that the indignation both of God and of. 
good rneii was kinilled against such a people as ijiis* 
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Iflie 24lh of the 7tb month nvas appointed a 
^y for a public fast and humiliation; and Fisher 
again attempted to relieve his^isercised mind in a 
j^ublic ffiADiier. For this purpose be attended the 
^parish wondiip-bouae caHed St. Margaret's, in 
Westminster. This was the plaoe where the mem- 
l^ers of parliament were 4o attend. After two of 
fdieir ministers had finished their sermons, Fisher 
attempted toTelieveJiis mind, but with no better 
^succe8s than before. He therefore had recourse^ 
:ko the 4iame expedient, and committed to writing 
4he substance of what he would have verbally 
•communicated. Sndeed it is probable he rather 
enlai:ged than contracted it ; as the piece consists 
^f eight folio pages, and -contains much excellent 
4idvice as well as close remonstrance on various sub- 
jects cekting to their public and private conduct. 

f n the year 1659> he accompanied Edward Bur- 
rough to Dunkirk, where they visited the Capuchin 
and other Friars ; also the Jesuits ; and had some 
discourse with them on the subject of the Light of 
Christ; and warned them of the day that would 
come upon their idolatrous ways, worships, and 
works. They had also religious meetings with the 
English soldiers and their officers/ Dqnky^ being 
at that time in possession of the English. They 
were sent for on their landing by Colonel Alsop, 
deputy-governor to Lockhart, and when Lockhart 
returned he also sent for them. To these persons 
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they explained the nature of their concern, and 
were civilly treated by them. 

Having perfdnned their service at Dunkiii^ 

they returned to England, and in the following 

year Samuel Fisher and John Stubbs went to 

Rome, where they entered into conversation with 

some of the cardinals, and testified against die 

Popish superstitions. They also distributed books, 

explanatory of their principleS| among the friars, 

some of whom confessed to the truth of their doc^ 

trine; but said that if they should adcnowledge 

this publicly, they might expect to be burnt. 

Fisher and Stubbs, however, met with no inter* 

ruption or molestation. In the course of their 

journey they underwent many difficulties, travelling 

on foot over the Alps, and in the countries through 

which they had to pass ; but that Divine hand 

whith led them forth, protected and delivered 

them ; and brought them safely back to their 

native land. 

After his return to England, Fisher was seldom^ 
^ut of prison for his reliorious conduct and prin- 
ciples. In the year I66I, he was arrested at a 
meeting in Westminster, and committed to the 
Gatehouse, where he was continued a prisoner for 
several months, in a small hole, without a chim- 
ney, during a cold season of the year. After his 
release from this imprisonment, he was appre- 
hended as he was walking in the streets of Londoii) 



.^.J 



LIFE OF S^MtEL FISBEE. 229 

tnd with nine othertf was committed toWoodstreet 
Compter, where the accommodation was so smaU^ 
that there was not room for all of 'them to lie 
down at once. Being tafcan before the magistrate 
at Guildhall, tho'oatbs of allegiance and supremacy 
vrere tendered to him, which of course refusing to 
take, he-^was committed to-' Newgate, where he- 
continued sixteen^ weeks*- • 

He could not Have beeniong -at liberty, beforef* 
he wasvagabi aiiade a prisoner; for I find that on - 
the 21st of the 3d month, 1662, he was arrested 
in a private ^ou9e,'hy a company of soldiers, who 
showed* no cause for their violent condudt, nor 
atiy warrant but^ tfaeipjwords. * After tieiag hurried 
from -place to place, he^was at-last brought before 
Richard Brovi:n, a man famous> or rather infamous, 
for his violent p^secuting spirit. By him Fisheir 
was committed to Bridewell. The next 'day bis 
mittimus was changed, ^nd the charge on which 
be was committed was for unlawfully assembling 
to worship. After an- imprisonment of six weeks, 
he was brought up .to the^ sessions at the Old 
Bailey, where, instead of a legal trial on the sub- 
ject of his mittimus^ tlie oath 'was again adminis- 
tered to him, contrary to law, in his situation as a 
prisoner. He desired the law to be read that re- 
quired him to take the oath, which, though pro- 
mised, was not done, but only the form of the 
oath was read to him. £ven when this was done. 
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time was tsot affoi'dedfor him to give a reply, but 
the magistrates immediately ordered him to be 
taken way, a command which the officers executed 
with that violence which they knew would be ac- 
ceptable to their superiors. On leaving the court,^ 
Samuel Fisher addressed it with: these /ew env- 
phatic ^ords: ** l( such doings as these ever pros- 
per, it must be when there is no God;'^ ' 

^ He was now committed to KewgatCi where he- 
continued' a prisoner about tweive^nmiths, many 
of his friends being in confinement there at the 
same time. This- dear Friend m^ht iqjfleed say 
"iiith the apostle,, f^ In every place, bonds and af- 
flictions abide me.**' Before the expiration of the 
year 1663, a great partrof which mu^ have elapsed 
.previous to has liberation from. Newgate, he was 
again arrested and committed to prison* While- 
attending a meeting at Charlewood in Surry, he 
was taken and^ committed to the White lioti Jail- 
in SouthM'ark. Here he continued a prisoner, till: 
the time of his death; which took place on the last 
day of the 6th month, 1^6^. Concerning his de« 
cease I find no particulars, except Uiat Sewel' 
says he " died piously.'* 

Samuel Fisher npt only laboured and' suffered 
greatly, but aho wrote much. His works are 
published in a folio volume containing nearly lOOQ 
pages, of which his ** Rusticus ad Academicos^ or 
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the R«sli«k'ft Alarm to the Rft&bk9>" consista 6f 
4ibout 750< II is a reply to the aspersions of se- 
veral men of eminence on the Principlesof Friends^ 
They are thos described in the title, '^ JohnOwen^ 
D. D. late Dean of Christ's Ghurcb Coil. Oxon ; 
Thomas Danson^M. A..oHce Fellow of Magd. Coll. 
Oxon, since one of the Seers for the Town of Saud-^ 
^ich in Kent ; John Tombs,, B. D.- once of Bewd*> 
ley, since of Lemster; Richard Baxter, Minister of 
Kederminstec, another eminent Master in this 
English Israel.'^ To analyse this work would 
almost require a volume. It is written in that con* 
troversial spirit which characterised the times, and 
though- containing many strong arguments, and 
manifesting' much learning, yet the language is 
frequently coarser than might hate been expected 
from a man of hisabilities and acquirements, and is' 
by no means adapted to the taste of this refinedag^. 
The work, howler, was very useful at the time 
of its publication; and William Penn in particular, 
acknowledges the benefit which he received frontt 
reading it. 

Besides the above work, he wrote several- 
pieces on the subject of Swearing, beiag answers 
to some Writers in Defence of the Practice in 
Courts of Law* His last publicatiouiOn this sub- 
' ject was in answer to Dr. Gauden, Bishop of £xe* 
ter. To this work he gives a Greek title as well a.! 
an English one. The latter being a tiansl^^n of 
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the- former: *' Tbe Bisbop busied beside tKt 
Business." It is an able and learned reply to the 
Bishop's arguments^ though rather prolix, contain^ 
ing nearly 100 pages of close printed JTolioi 

It appears /com various accoiiatSy that Samuel 
Fisher was a min of a most aihiable disposition 
and manners. EHis Uookes. Luke Uowaid. and 
Wm. Penn, all speak very highly of- his virtues. 
The latter says,. '* Though I greatly valued his 
abilities> employied so acctM'ately in a good cau8&; 
yet above all I cannot but admire and love his 
great self-denial and humilitnr, who from beiog a 
Teacher, became willing tq be taught; and that 
most evenness and sweetness of tempfir his most 
intimate friends have often observed in him; so 
that he was not only a good scribe, but a good 
liver ; a christian according to the Apostle James, 
composed of faith and works; therefore is (tis 
name of good savour with the righteous^ because 
he counted nothing dear, in comparison of the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Jesus Christ, which 
came not hy flesh and blood, but by the revela- 
tion of the* Father of Lights." This testimony of 
Wm.' Penn is abundantly confirmed by his intimate 
friends, Ellis- Hookes and Luke Howard, Mho 
speak highly of his christian virtues and patient 
suffering for the testimony of Jesus*^. 

END OP THE SECOND VOLUME, 
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